
  

 

 

            First Church of Christ, Congregational 
                                   United Church of Christ 
 

 
 

                                      December 2019 Newsletter 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am  
 

Church Office Phone:  781-275-7951    
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm     
Church Office Email: fchurchb2@verizon.net                                                                      
Website:  www.firstchurchbedford.org 

~~~~~                                                                         
Senior Pastor: The Reverend John Castricum       
                              cell phone: 857-939-0711                                 
Director of Christian Nurture: Kate Byers   
Music Director: Susan Capestro 
Church Administrator: Debra Zagaeski 

continued on page 2 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Last month, as I was preaching on how 
gratitude can be complicated, I 
thought of a complicated incident that 
most of us have experienced: receiv-
ing, out of the blue, a Christmas gift 
from someone we really don’t know 

that well.  When this happens, many of us will immedi-
ately rush out to the store, in search of a gift to give in 
return, not out of gratitude or friendship, but because 
we don’t want to be indebted.  The gift seems to lay a 
claim on us, and it’s hard to look the person in the face 
until we have reciprocated.  Somehow, by giving this 
gift, that person has some sort of power over us.   

 

Jesus did say that it is more blessed to give than re-
ceive.  But I think it is pretty hard to receive.  Watch 
how some people blush and get nervous when you give 
them a compliment.  At Christmastime, the season of 
giving, most people in our culture enjoy thinking of 
themselves as basically generous, loving, giving people.  
That’s one reason why even the most secular people 
love Christmas.  People at work who balk at putting a 
few bucks in for the coffee collection all the sudden fall 
over themselves working to make sure a needy family 
has a good Christmas.  We love Christmas because it 
brings out the best in us.   

Nativity Sunday 

On Sunday December 15th, we will celebrate the story 
of the Nativity with intergenerational worship, cos-
tumes, stories, and more. This year’s worship service is 
being planned around the book A Unicorn at the Man-
ger and will feature children, youth, adults, and animals 
as we tell stories of Jesus Birth from the perspectives 
of the animals. Would you like to help tell the story? 
There is something for everyone from acting, to music, 
to crafting and more. Let Kate know how you and your 
family might want to participate this year. This year 
there will be two practices.  

December 1st: People with speaking roles and those 
shepherding children will gather at 1pm to get things 
well blocked. Practice will wrap up by 3pm at the lat-
est.  

December 8th: Everyone will practice. We will start with 
Pizza at 11:30 in room 5 (Blue Table Room). Then we 
will run through the entire worship service in the sanc-
tuary. Practice will wrap up by 2pm at the latest.  

Christian Nurture 
 

Advent is here! The season of frenzied 
waiting and joyful anticipation is upon 
us. About this time every year, I encour-
age you to slow down and to focus on a 
few meaningful activities. This year I in-
vite you to focus on the why. While you 

are busy keep in mind why you are doing things. Why 
are you sending holiday cards and baking lots of cook-
ies? Yes it is tradition but the tradition started some-
where. Look for the root of your traditions. Think about 
the people behind them, the love and joy they bring 
into your life or the life of those you care about. Most 
traditions started from a place of love. They sometime 
become a chore but if you can reconnect with the 
meaning behind the tradition often the joy can return or 
the tradition can transform into something more joy 
giving.      ~ Kate Byers 
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continued from front page: 

December Deacons Collection 
on Sunday, December 1, 2019 is for 

UCC-The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 
 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, 
emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of pastors 
who have retired after many years of serving small, rural, or churches that could not afford to pay a pension. Your 
gifts to the Christmas Fund are needed more than ever to help the growing number of ministerial retirees whose 
low income and lack of eligibility for Social Security make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your op-
portunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 

Yet the Christmas story in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew is not about how blessed it is to be givers, but about 
how essential it is to see ourselves as receivers.  Many people prefer to think of themselves as givers – powerful, 
prosperous, self-sufficient people whose goodness motivates them to benefit the less fortunate.   

 

But the Christmas Story goes to great lengths to demonstrate that humans had little to do with God’s work in Je-
sus.  God saw the misery of humanity and needed to do something so strange, so radical, that God resorted to an-
gels, stars and the amazing power of the Holy Spirit to get it done.  A rabbi once said that as a Jew, he was im-
pressed in reading Luke’s account of the Nativity by how utterly passive the actors are.  The main human character, 
Mary, that poor girl from the outskirt town of Nazareth, when visited by the angel Gabriel, could only passively 
agree to the amazing, startling thing that would be happening to her. 

 

This strange story tells us how to be receivers.  The more we follow Christ, the more we realize that our lives are 
gifts from God.  That’s hard, because we would much rather see ourselves as self-made men and women, who 
pulled ourselves up by the bootstraps and struggled to make a good life for ourselves and our children.  Yet, in re-
ality, we are receivers of a loving God who lavishes upon us gifts we thought we didn’t need, which transform us 
into people we didn’t necessarily think we would be.  The great bishop of El Salvador, Oscar Romero, who was 
martyred by the military for advocating for the poor, had this to say about Christmas.   

 

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without being truly poor.  The self-sufficient, the proud, those who, because 
they have everything, look down on others, those who have no need even of God – for them there will be no Christ-
mas.  Only the poor, the hungry, those who need someone to come on their behalf, will have that someone.  That 
someone is God.  Emmanuel.  God-with-us.  Without poverty of spirit there can be no abundance of God. 

 

As we move through the Advent season and approach Christmas, may we come before God as truly humble receiv-
ers, ready for God to fill our spiritual poverty with his overwhelming riches. 

           ~ Pastor John 

DON’T FORGET TO TURN IN YOUR PLEDGE 
 

Many thanks to everyone who has turned in their pledge card for the 2020 giving year.  If you haven’t turned one 
in yet, there is still plenty of time.  Feel free to mail them to the church, drop them in an offering plate or hand 
them into the church office.  Blank cards are available in the church office, in the narthex or in the Vestry.  Thanks 
to all for generously supporting our church! 
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Advent and Christmas Events at First Church  
 

  
First Church is pleased to offer its members, friends and neighbors the following events to help you get 
into the “spirit of the season.”  Come to any and all these offerings, and make sure to invite a friend or 
neighbor! 
 
Advent/Christmas Sermon Series – For centuries, the Advent season has been a time of thinking of the  

birth of Jesus by focusing on four themes: hope, peace, joy and love.  Beginning December 1st and going 

through Christmas Eve, Pastor John will be reflecting on these themes, especially how we can find hope, 

peace, joy and love in our troubled times. 

Nativity Sunday– Sunday, December 15th at 10 a.m. worship – we will celebrate the story of the Nativity with 

intergenerational worship, costumes, stories, and more. This year’s worship service is being planned around the 

book A Unicorn at the Manger and will feature children, youth, adults, and animals as we tell stories of Jesus Birth 

from the perspectives of the animals.  

Bell Sunday - December 22nd at 10:00 a.m. - Continuing a tradition started six years ago at First Church, 
we encourage everyone in the congregation to bring a bell – any bell – to our regular morning service of 
worship.  During the refrains in the carols and on other occasions, we will lift up our joy to the Lord with 
a huge choir of bells ringing!  The morning will also highlight several pieces of music featuring our won-
derful Jubilee Bell Ringers.  Come join us for a joyful service! 
 
Christmas Eve Family Service – December 24th at 4:00 p.m.  - Please join us for a service for children of all 
ages, featuring lessons, carols, and our traditional “instant pageant.” 
  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – December 24th at 9:00 p.m. - Please join us for a service of lessons, 
carols, a special Christmas message and candle lighting. 
  

Bible and Bagels: Now Meeting at Church!  
The "Bible and Bagels" Bible Study, continues on  Thursdays,  at 8:00 a.m. covering the Book of Revela-
tion.   
After some thought and discussion, we decided to meet at the church, and make it a BYOB (bring your own 
bagel!) group.    
This is a "low stress" Bible Study aimed at those who don't know much about the Bible, but are curious to 
learn more.  So join us and get your day started right, with a good dose of inspiration. And bring a friend, 
too! 

Advent Devotionals 
 

 Once again, the Deacons are pleased to offer Advent Devotionals to the congregation to help us 

prepare for Christmas. These devotionals are written by the U.C.C.'s "Stillspeaking Writer's Group" who 

offer daily devotionals via email. This year's theme is "A New Earth” focusing on the promise of God's presence 

and restoration is not just for humanity but for all creation.  Feel free to pick up a devotional for your family in the 

Narthex, at the Vestry entrance to the Sanctuary or in the church office. 
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First Church Christmas Card Tree 
 
Instead of mailing Christmas Cards to fellow congregation members, please join our card tree tradition!  
Write  your messages to friends or the world, and hang them on the card tree in the “welcome center” 
between the Sanctuary and the Vestry.  What you save on postage can be donated to the Church, City 
Mission or another charity of your choice. 
 
Christmas Eve Donations to St. Francis House 
 
On Christmas Eve, First Church has a tradition of collecting cash donations for St. Francis House, a day 
shelter and resource center for poor and homeless men and women in Boston.  Serving nearly 600 peo-
ple per day, the shelter provides meals, clothing, medical care, counseling and housing support. 
 
City Mission Sunday – December 8th 
 
First Church will continue its long tradition of collecting donations for the City Mission’s annual Christmas 
Shop.  We invite everyone to bring new, unwrapped gifts or winter coats to church on December 8th 
and 15th.  On Sunday, December 15th, we will deliver the donations to the City Mission collection drive in 
Winchester.  These are Christmas offerings that make a real difference for many people of all ages in the 
city.  (see article on next page for requested items). 
 
Thank You! 

Many thanks to all who have pledged to support the ministries of First Church for the upcoming year!  
Your generosity will make a huge difference in the lives of so many people in our church, community and 
world.  As we look ahead to even greater ministry and outreach in 2020, all those who give can have the 
satisfaction of knowing that their gifts are being used to transform the lives of hundreds, even thou-
sands.  Thanks to you all for making First Church such a rich, vibrant community of faith!  God bless you 
all! 

    Christmas Memorial Poinsettias 2019 
 

Our joy in the Christmas season is reflected in the holiday December decorations in our church.  
Poinsettias will not only brighten our Sanctuary on Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve, but will 
also spread the blessings of the season throughout our church family to those who cannot 
attend Christmas services.   

Those wishing to purchase one or more poinsettias may do so by clipping this form and 
returning it to the church by December 2nd with your check for $12.00 each, made out to:                                        
First Church of Christ, with “Poinsettia” marked in the lower left corner. 
 

Name(s) of donor(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

Donated in Memory of:________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check one: 

  I/We will leave plant(s) to be distributed to a shut-in.   

 I/We will take plant(s) after 9:00 pm Christmas Eve service. 



5 

 

City Mission Christmas Shop 2019 
City Mission’s Christmas Shop once again celebrates its partnerships with more than 40 local churches, 
businesses and individuals who give gifts from the heart to honor  the birth of Jesus Christ and to help 
families and children in need.   

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:  

We accept only NEW items.  These are listed by priority: 

 Winter Coats, sweaters, and sweatshirts (large sizes especially) 

 Hats, mittens, gloves and scarves 

 Socks, underwear, bras and thermals 

 Gift cards from Target, Marshalls, Walgreen’s, CVS, Kohl’s, Walmart, Shop & Shop, Shaw’s and other 
merchants in the Boston area 

 Toys (culturally relevant dolls), games, and books for all ages 

 

CITY MISSION IDENTIFIES FAMILIES IN NEED 

City Mission identifies the need of families within City Mission programs and partnerships.  Together we 
assess the needs of the Boston community and identify persons in need of holiday assistance. 

 

PARTNER CHURCHES DONATE NEEDED ITEMS 

NEW clothing, toys and other items including store  gift cards from over 40 churches, groups and organi-
zations.  They are purchased or hand-made by individuals and families who believe that Christmas is an 
important time to share hope, joy and love with others.  

 

VOLUNTEERS SORT AND PACK GIFTS FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS 

Thousands of items are delivered to the Christmas Shop, hosted at the First Church in Winchester.  They 
are sorted and packed for distribution by volunteers from church youth groups, adult fellowships and 
others.  

Update from Norm on Kids Coats  

 

On Sunday December 8th and 15th we will observe our annual City Mission ingathering, when we 
bring new unwrapped gifts for the City Mission Christmas shop.  As most of you know, for the past 20 
years I’ve been bringing in Kids Coats from Burlington Coat Factory, that have been purchased from a 
fund I started with a Men’s Bowling Group.  Over the years we have purchased more than 500 coats, plus 
some other clothing and have bought 2 or 3 goats through the Heifer Project.   

Sadly, our bowling group has disbanded, so we no longer have a Bowling Group Kids Coats Fund.  But I 
hate to give it up.  So I have talked with Michael Ford, the manager of Burlington Coat Factory in Billerica, 
and have set a date of December 5th to do our annual purchase.  He will open the store an hour early for 
me, to make my selections, and they always give us an extra 10% off at the register. 

Now here’s my pitch.  I know many of you will be shopping for whatever gifts you want to contribute.  I 
can make it really easy for you.  Just give me whatever you were going to spend and I’ll turn it into Kids 
Coats.  I’m starting the fund with $300.  If you would like to add to the fund, just give me your contribu-
tion before Dec. 5th.  Either pay me directly, or I’ll put a basket out at coffee hour.   

   - Norm Sutherland - 
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Church School for 2019-2020 

Nursery 

Children zero through five years old are welcome to join Jacob in the nursery at the beginning of worship. They are 

also welcome to start worship with their family and to join Amy in the nursery following Children’s time or to re-

main in worship for the entire service. Parents you know your kids best. Please do whatever work best for your 

family and let us know how we can support you in caring for your children. 

School Age 

In December, Sunday School is focused on Advent and on preparations for a few special worship services. Over the 

course of the month, the goal is for children and youth to hear and tell the nativity story multiple times while learn-

ing about spiritual practices that add meaning to a season often overrun with business. Here is the plan: 

December 1: Advent Lesson and Nativity Sunday prep 

December 8: Advent Lesson and Nativity Sunday prep 

December 15: Nativity Sunday (No Sunday School) 

December 22: Bell Sunday (No Sunday School) 

December 29: 12 Days of Christmas Lesson 

 
 
 

Parent’s Book Group 

 

It is not too late the join the parents a book group. The group meets on the first Sunday of the month from 11:15 

to 12:15. After worship quickly grab a cup of coffee and then come to the youth room for some time with other 

parents trying to figure out raising faithful kids in a modern world.  To help make book group possible, a snack 

and child care will be provided in Lower Fellowship Hall. 

Our first book is Bless This Mess by Rev. Molly Baskette and Ellen O’Donnell, PhD. This book is a collaboration be-

tween a progressive Christian Pastor and child psychologist. Both are mothers and wrote the book from their per-

sonal experience trying to raise open-minded and morally grounded kids. 

 Here is our discussion plan: 

December 1st – Part II a: The How-Tos Chapters 3 and 4  

January 5th – Part IIb: The How-Tos Chapters 5 and 6  

February 2nd – Part IIc: The How-Tos Chapters 6 and 7  

March 3rd – Part IId: The How Tos Chapter 8 

April 5th – Part IIe: The How Tos Chapter 9 and review 

May 3rd – Part III: Singular/Sacred Stories 
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Youth Group for 2019-2020 

 In December join the congregation for meaningful all ages activities as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of Christ!  

 

Children and Family Group for 2019-2020 

This year there will be opportunities every other month for our elementary aged children and their parents to engage 

in fellowship, service, and ministry within the church and the wider community. The goal of these activities is to help 

our kids live welcome all, grow in faith, and serve joyfully. Some activities will be for families, others will be drop off 

activities for kids in K-6th grade. Pre-schoolers are welcome to attend drop off activities with their parents.  

 

During December, our focus is Advent and Christmas. There are lots of church opportunities for people of all ages and 

plenty of kid time focused on Nativity Sunday. Our next Children specific activity is a baking night on January 10th! 

Stay tuned for details on this drop off activity. 

 
 

Thank You, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

 The 68th Annual Turkey Dinner was a huge success thanks to all who pitched in to help!  Over 160 people were 
served and everything was hot and delicious, even the 24 take-out meals!  Thanks again to everyone who helped 
make apple pies, peeled, cut, and prepped potatoes, squash, and stuffing, helped decorate, serve, or clean up.  
The Turkey Dinner could not happen without a lot of hands on deck.  Very special thanks go to Pastor John for 
cooking and carving the six big birds, and to Peter Gerrish and Connie Matheson for their tireless help in the 
kitchen Friday night and most of Saturday, and to Allyson Printz as decorator and server help coordinator ex-
traordinaire, along with hostesses Kathy Register and Kate Byers.  Also, thanks to the kitchen clean-up crew of 
Peter Gerrish, Kathy Konkle, Rich and Kelly Woessner and thanks to Allyson Printz along with the strong backs 
of a half dozen high school youth, as well as other volunteers, who helped put away tables and chairs at the end 
of the event.  Many thanks to Judy Watkins for making the cranberry sauce and to Jennifer Dalrymple for mak-
ing tons of applesauce from the peels and cores from Allyson Printz and Chris Majoros and their pie making 
crew.  Thanks also to the pumpkin pie bakers, pie cutters, terrific takeout crew of Dianne Bridgeman, Mary 
Criscione and Alison Weaver, to “gravy master” Connie Matheson, ticket takers Don and Lisa Sackett, and pub-
licity and sales helpers Susan Wingfield and Debra Zagaeski.  From buffet line servers, to youth servers, to kitch-
en crew helpers, thank you all!  We also are grateful to Stop & Shop for the price break on the turkeys and to 
Chris at Westward Orchards of Harvard, MA for basically donating nearly four bushels of apples.  We cleared 
over $2,400 for our local budget.  Everything was delicious and enjoyed enormously by a well-fed crowd! 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is off and running! The group will continue to meet about every two weeks for conversation, dinner, 
and spiritual practices. 

Confirmation Dates 
December 1, January 5 & 18 (Day of Service), February 2, March 1 & 15, April 5, May 3, 17,  

and May 31 (Confirmation Sunday) 
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                                                       Music Notes  
 Choir 
The Adult Choir leads us into the Advent Season for the first two Sundays, and then will have a bit 
of a break until Christmas Eve. There are two full Thursday rehearsals this month. Christmas instru-
mentalists are likely to join us for the 12/19 rehearsal.  
 

Handbells 
Bell Sunday is December 22. Don’t miss all the special music we’ve prepared, ranging from spirited to reverent! The 
Jubilee Ringers are looking forward to sharing more of what they learned at the 2019 Area 1 Festival with our con-
gregation. 
 
Healing Time Continues 
If you see me still walking with a cane, know that there’s no cause for alarm. It’s because I’ve had total knee re-
placement surgery on both knees, and it takes some time for them both to heal. Soon I’ll hopefully be good as 
new! 
 
December Music Schedule 
Sunday, December 1 - Adult Choir mini-rehearsal 9:00 am 
Monday, December 2 - Jubilee Ringers rehearsal, 7:00 pm (asst.-led) 
Thursday, December 5 - Adult Choir, no rehearsal 
Sunday, December 8 - Adult Choir mini-rehearsal 9:00 am  
Monday, December 9 - Jubilee Ringers rehearsal 7:00 pm 
Thursday, December 12 - Adult Choir, full rehearsal 7:30 pm 
Sunday, December 15 - (Youth) Music TBA 
Monday, December 16 - Jubilee Ringers rehearsal, 7:00 pm 
Thursday, December 19 - Adult Choir, full rehearsal 7:30 pm, w/instruments 
Sunday, December 22 - (Bell Sunday) Jubilee Ringers, 8:30 call time (no choir) 
Monday, December 23 - Jubilee Ringers rehearsal, 7:00 pm (Christmas Eve ringers) 
Thursday, December 26 - Adult Choir, no rehearsal  
Sunday, December 29 - Instrumentalists, 9:00 am Call Time (no choir) 
Monday, December 30 - Jubilee Ringers, no rehearsal 
        Susan Capestro, Director of Music 

 

Wonderful Wednesday 

We will gather on Wednesdays from 6-8 once or twice a month. Once a month we will have a dinner church wor-

ship service. A few times a year we will have more “traditional” Wonderful Wednesday programing. No matter 

the format, cooking teams, food, fellowship, and faith formation will happen! I hope you join us for the year, if 

you can’t, I hope you join us any time your schedule allows. 

 

December 4th – Join us for an Advent Themed Dinner Church Worship Service. 

 

Wonderful Wednesday Dates: 

December 4th, January 15th, February 26th (Ash Wednesday) 

March 4th & 18th, April 1st & 15th 

May 6th (potluck) 
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During our Seasons of Creation sermon series we learned that our beautiful oceans are receptacles for 
increasing amounts of plastic – which pollutes the water and harms the wildlife that lives in it. 

A company, 4Ocean, was started by two young men who saw the damage firsthand, and its effect on a 
local fishing economy.  The fishermen of Bali were no longer able to catch fish for all the plastic floating 

in the sea.  By hiring them to fish for plastic, large amounts were and are collected.  4Ocean sells bracelets like the 
one above.  Each bracelet represents the removal of one pound of trash from our oceans.   

To purchase one or more bracelets (there are many from which to choose) please visit their website:  
https://4ocean.com/  We had hoped to arrange to purchase them wholesale so that church friends and family could 
buy them, but the company requires a larger volume than we are able to provide. It is necessary to buy these di-
rectly from the company. 
Even if you don’t want to buy a bracelet, take a moment or two to watch the videos of this growing organization.  

In this season of gratitude, you might give thanks for the hope inspired by 4Ocean. 

News from the Outreach Board 
Seven members of First Church attended the JFON (Justice for our Neighbors) Fundraising dinner on Novem-

ber 2 
First Church will provide dinner for the Bedford Community Table on January 9  

Ongoing activities 
We continue to serve dinner at House of Hope in Lowell on a monthly schedule 
Bedford Food Pantry food collection 
House of Hope goods collection 

Upcoming events 
 December Christmas gift collection for House of Hope 
West Virginia Mission Trip fundraiser at Flatbread Pizza on January 21 
The West Virginia Mission Festival will be held in March - date TBD 
 Spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday May 15 
 West Virginia Mission Trip July 18-25 

       Please contact any board member for more information 

8:30 Book Group 

We have concluded our incredible discussion of the book, The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen.  The 
book was about Henri Nouwen’s spiritual journey after he studied Rembrandt's painting, Return of the Prodigal 
Son.  It helped him to better understand the biblical parable as well as the story of his own life.  This book generat-
ed amazing discussions in our group that changed how we thought about the parable, and helped us think about 
our own life stories.    

On December 8th, we will begin discussing Thanks! : How the New Science of Gratitude Can Make 
You Happier by Robert Emmons.  Pastor John’s sermons about gratitude inspired us to choose this 
book.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  We meet on most Sunday mornings in the Parlor at 8:30 AM.   

We will not meet on December 1st or on December 29th. 

If you have questions, please contact Susan Wingfield at susanw1@verizon.net.  

The Handicraft Group will have some crafts available for sale at coffee hour  
on Sunday, December 8th 

 
Pot Holders, some mittens and head gear will be available for sale during Coffee hour at the Church on 
Sunday, December 8th.   

  Come and re-stock your supply and get something for the Mitten Tree in January.  

https://4ocean.com/
mailto:susanw1@verizon.net
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   Sun., Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent  
 Isaiah 2:1-5  
Psalm 122  

Romans 13:11-14  
Matthew 24:36-44  

  
Mon., Dec. 2  

Psalm 124  
Genesis 8:1-19  
Romans 6:1-11  

  
Tues., Dec. 3  

Psalm 124  
Genesis 9:1-17  

Hebrews 11:32-40  
  

Wed., Dec. 4  
Psalm 124  

Isaiah 54:1-10  
Matthew 24:23-35  

  
Thurs., Dec. 5  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
Isaiah 4:2-6  

Acts 1:12-17, 21-26  
  

Fri., Dec. 6  
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  

Isaiah 30:19-26  
Acts 13:16-25  

  
Sat., Dec. 7  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
Isaiah 40:1-11  
John 1:19-28  

 
Sun., Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 11:1-10  
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  

Romans 15:4-13  
Matthew 3:1-12   

 
Mon., Dec. 9  

Psalm 21  
Isaiah 24:1-16a  

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12  
 

Tues., Dec. 10  
Psalm 21  

Isaiah 41:14-20  
Romans 15:14-21  

   
Wed., Dec. 11  

Psalm 21  
Genesis 15:1-18 

Matthew 12:33-37  
  
 
 

Thurs., Dec. 12 
 Psalm 146:5-10  

Ruth 1:6-18  
2 Peter 3:1-10  

  
Fri., Dec. 13  

Psalm 146:5-10  
Ruth 4:13-17  

2 Peter 3:11-18    
 

Sat., Dec. 14  
Psalm 146:5-10  
1 Samuel 2:1-8  

Luke 3:1-18  
  

Sun., Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah35:1-10  

Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55  
James 5:7-10  

Matthew 11:2-11  
  

Mon., Dec. 16  
Psalm 42  

Isaiah 29:17-24  
Acts 5:12-16   

  
Tues., Dec. 17  

Psalm 42  
Ezekiel 47:1-12  

Jude 17-25  
  

Wed., Dec. 18  
Psalm 42  

Zechariah 8:1-17  
Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34  

  
Thurs., Dec. 19  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
2 Samuel 7:1-17  

Galatians 3:23-29   
  

Fri., Dec. 20  
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
2 Samuel 7:18-22  
Galatians 4:1-7   

 
Sat., Dec. 21  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
2 Samuel 7:23-29  

John 3:31-36  
   

Sun., Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

Romans 1:1-7  
Matthew 1:18-25  

  
 
 
 

Mon., Dec. 23  
Luke 1:46b-55  

2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29  
Galatians 3:6-14  

  
Tues., Dec. 24  
Christmas Eve 

 Isaiah 9:2-7  
Psalm 96  

Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]  

  
Wed., Dec. 25 Christmas Day  

Isaiah 52:7-10  
Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]  
John 1:1-14  

  
Thurs., Dec. 26  

Psalm 148  
Wisdom 4:7-15  
Acts 7:59—8:8  

  
Fri., Dec. 27  
Psalm 148 

 Proverbs 8:22-31 1  
John 5:1-12  

  
Sat., Dec. 28  

Psalm 148  
Isaiah 49:13-23 

 Matthew 18:1-14  
  

Sun., Dec. 29 First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 63:7-9  

Psalm 148  
Hebrews 2:10-18  
Matthew 2:13-23  

  
Mon., Dec. 30  

Psalm 20  
Isaiah 26:1-9  

2 Corinthians 4:16-18  
  

Mon., Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  

Psalm 8 Revelation 21:1-6a  
Matthew 25:31-46  

 Daily Lectionary Scripture References - December 2019  (Year C) 

 Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts. commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource 
may be reproduced by congregations for their own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of 

Christ – made possible by Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Fellowship Dues. 
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 ~ December 2019 ~ 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

            1 

COMMUNION 
6a AA (UFH) 
8:30a 8:30 Group 

(Library) 
6:30p Prayer Group 

(Parlor) 
 6:00 pm Confirmation 
Class 

2 

6a AA (UFH) 
 7:00 pm  Jubilee  
Ringers 

3 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:45p AA (12 Step 

Men) (Room 5) 
7p AA Tuesday Even-

ing (Room 7A) 
 7pm Outreach 

4 

6a AA (UFH) 
7a Men's Group 

(Vestry) 
 6:00 pm Wonderful 
Wednesday 

5 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:30p Essentrics 

(Vestry) 
7:30p AA (UFH) 

  

6 

Pastor John Day Off 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:30p AA (Beginner 

Mtg) (UFH) 
  

7 

6a AA (UFH) 
  

8 

6a AA (UFH) 
8:30a 8:30 Group 

(Library) 
6:30p Prayer Group 

(Parlor) 
  

9 

6a AA (UFH) 
  7:00 pm  Jubilee  
Ringers 

10 

6a AA (UFH) 
7:30a Women's Fellow-

ship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 
6:45p AA (12 Step 

Men) (Room 5) 
7p AA Tuesday Even-

ing (Room 7A) 
7p Cabinet (Vestry) 

  

11 

6a AA (UFH) 
7a Men's Group 

(Vestry) 
  

12 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:30p Essentrics 

(Vestry) 
7:30p AA (UFH) 

 7:30 pm  Choir 

13 

Pastor John Day Off 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:30p AA (Beginner 

Mtg) (UFH) 
  

14 

6a AA (UFH) 
  

15 
Nativity Sunday 

6a AA (UFH) 
8:30a 8:30 Group 

(Library) 
6:30p Prayer Group 

(Parlor) 
  

16 

6a AA (UFH) 
  7:00 pm  Jubilee  
Ringers 

17 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:45p AA (12 Step 

Men) (Room 5) 
7p AA Tuesday Even-

ing (Room 7A) 
  

18 

6a AA (UFH) 
7a Men's Group 

(Vestry) 
  

19 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:30p Essentrics 

(Vestry) 
7:30p AA (UFH) 

 7:30 pm  Choir 

20 

Pastor John Day Off 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:30p AA (Beginner 

Mtg) (UFH) 
  

21 

6a AA (UFH) 
  

22 

Bell Sunday 

6a AA (UFH) 
8:30a 8:30 Group 

(Library) 
6:30p Prayer Group 

(Parlor) 
  

23 

6a AA (UFH) 
 7:00 pm  Jubilee  
Ringers 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA (12 Step 

Men) (Room 5) 
7p AA Tuesday Even-

ing (Room 7A) 
  

25 Christmas 

CHRISTMAS 
Office Closed 
6a AA (UFH) 

  

26 

6a AA (UFH) 
7:30p AA (UFH) 

  

27 

Pastor John Day Off 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:30p AA (Beginner 

Mtg) (UFH) 
  

28 

6a AA (UFH) 
  

29 

6a AA (UFH) 
8:30a 8:30 Group 

(Library) 
6:30p Prayer Group 

(Parlor) 
  

30 

6a AA (UFH) 
 7:00 pm  Jubilee  
Ringers 

31 

6a AA (UFH) 
6:45p AA (12 Step 

Men) (Room 5) 
7p AA Tuesday Even-

ing (Room 7A) 
7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 
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The First Church of Christ, Congregational 
25 The Great Road 
Bedford, MA 01730-2192 
 
“Address Service Requested” 

 

Non Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Bedford, MA 

Permit #18 

Please let us know if you change your address. 
If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box 
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is December 9, 2019  
Our next mailing is December 18,2019.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

~ December Worship ~  
 

December 1, 2019 10:00 am  Communion      Luke 1: 5-20 
     1st Sunday of Advent     “Birth of Hope” 
 
December 8, 2019 10:00 am 2nd Sunday of Advent     Isaiah 9: 6-7 
            “Finding Peace” 
 
December 15, 2019 10:00 am 3rd Sunday of Advent   
            Nativity Sunday 
 
December 22, 2019 10:00 am 4th Sunday of Advent     Luke 1: 39-56 
     Bell Sunday      “The Heart of Joy” 
 
December 24, 2019 4:00 pm Family Service   “Instant Pageant” 
   9:00 pm Candlelight Service  “King of Shepherds”       
 
December 29, 2019 10:00 am         TBD 


