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Pastor’s Message 

 After a wonderful Pentecost 
Sunday last month, I am looking for-
ward to working with the book of Acts 
during worship this summer.  This is 
Luke’s sequel to his gospel and is full of 
wild stories of how the Holy Spirit sent 

the church out into the world.  When thinking of the 
“fire” of the Holy Spirit and how it affected the early 
church, I am reminded of a favorite quote from Philip 
Brooks, “only fire kindles fire.”  The quote reminds me 
that even today, the great fire that started at Pentecost 
has not been snuffed out.  It is raging, out of control.   
 

Think about these facts:  Today 63,000 people were 
baptized and 1600 new congregations were formed.   
Last Easter Sunday, more than one billion people - 25% 
of the Earth’s population worshipped in a Christian 
church.  This flame of Jesus Christ is spreading all over 
the Earth like wildfire.  Africa is now the most Christian 
continent in the world.  Namibia, down in the southern 
tip of Africa, has 20% more Christian than the United 
States.    
 

When a friend of mine was in Tanzania, a missionary 
told him that they were baptizing 3,140 adults that com-
ing Sunday.  Actually, it would take them a week to bap-
tize all those people.  And how did it happen?  Not be-
cause missionaries came to them – quite the opposite. 
Two chieftains came from their village across the 
Serengetti Plain; they came to the pastors; gave their 
lives to Jesus Christ; they got themselves educated 
about the basics of Christianity;  and these two chief-
tains went back to their tribe and villages;  and when 
the missionaries arrived, they had 3,140 people ready 
for baptism.    
 

 

 

 

Christian Nurture 

 
Summer Potlucks! 

All ages are invited to join Nurture for 

3 Potlucks. We will gather on August 

7, 14, and 21 (all Wednesdays) from 6-

8pm. In addition to sharing food and fellowship, 

we will learn a  little about what is was like when 

Jesus was alive. We will think about things like, 

what did Jesus eat, what did Jesus wear, how did 

Jesus have fun, how did Jesus travel, and more. 

Most of our learning will be hands on and designed 

for people of all ages.  

So no matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, come! 
   ~ Kate Byers 

Prayer Circle Summer Schedule 

The prayer circle has moved to its summer schedule - 
most Tuesdays 630 to 730 in the area outside the 
office  (couches and air conditioning ) All are welcome 
to join us.  Please contact Alison Weaver, Sarah Cas-
tricum or Nancy McKinney to confirm that it's not a va-
cation week or to pass along a prayer concern. 
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continued from front page: 

Join Women’s Fellowship/Soul Sisters 
For Lake Lois Day’ 

The Women’s Fellowship will gather for our annual “Day at the Lake” summer-fun and planning meeting 
on Saturday, August 3rd, at Lois Chase’s cottage on Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire.   
 
This is always a VERY fun day.  Many of us swim and nobody stresses about her figure.  Those who don’t 
swim sit on the deck overlooking the lake and enjoy the gorgeous scenery.  
 
We will carpool to Wolfboro, N.H. ( a two-hour drive).  Meet in the town parking lot behind church at 7:45 
a.m. We expect to arrive back in Bedford around 6 p.m. (R.S.V.Ps are required). 
 
Please bring: *Swimsuit and towel, Sandwich for yourself, Appetizers/munchies to share (desserts and 
drinks provided), program ideas for upcoming Women’s Fellowship meetings.  
 
All Church women are invited.  We hope that you’ll join us for a fun, relaxing day on Lake Wentworth! 
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Allyson Printz (Allyson@printzfamily.us) 

 
In Sao Paulo, Brazil, one of the largest cities in the world, there are more than 80,000 Base Christian Communities.  
A Base Community is like a home Bible study.  There are 80,000 Bible studies, and each one is led by a layperson.  It 
is a movement led by the laity.  It’s across all of Brazil and South America.  It’s spreading like wildfire.   
 

 A generation ago, Korea was 99% Buddhist. Today, it is 20% Christian.  And the largest Christian congregation in the 
whole world is found in Seoul, Korea, with a membership of more than 500,000 members.  And those people all 
meet in home Bible studies, in these cell Bible studies, much like the Base Christian Communities in South America.  
And this flame is now spreading all over Asia, including Communist China, which has around 70 million Christians, 
and is growing by leaps and bounds. 
 

What about the United States?  Over the past ten years, the U.S. population grew by about 10%.  Over the same pe-
riod, the mainline protestant church declined by 15%.   Overall, Christian churches, including Roman Catholic, Evan-
gelical and Mainline Protestant declined 1%.  It seems like the wildfire of the Spirit has been contained in our coun-
try.  
 

There are two other “fire” quotes I remember:  “If you want to set someone on fire, you have to burn a little bit 
yourself,” and “A burning heart will soon find for itself a flaming tongue.”   If you ask evangelism experts about 
church growth, they will tell you:  the number one reason somebody joins a church is that they were invited.  Espe-
cially in our area of the country, people are hesitant about inviting others to church.  They don’t want to be per-
ceived as “pushing their faith” on others.  Perhaps they worry about being seen as a “Jesus freak.”   
 

Yet it seems to me that, if there is a flame of the Holy Spirit inside you, if your faith “burns” inside you, if you have 
such an uplifting, powerful experience being in a church, you cannot help but share it with others.  Inviting others 
to church would feel as natural as breathing. 
 

The wildfires of faith that are out of control in so many places in our world challenge us to think about our faith 
lives and our role in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.  The spiritual hunger is out there.  We only have to 
pass on the flame.           
      

            ~  Pastor John 
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West Virginia Mission Trip – July 6th to 13th 

After months of planning, the mission trip is coming.  By the time you get this newsletter, twelve of us are going 
down to West Virginia for First Church’s fifth mission trip to the region.   
 

Some of us are returning to a place and people we love.  Some are going for the first time, wondering what the 
place will be like, what kind of people we will meet, what we will be doing.  Some come with a sense of adventure, 
while others are a bit anxious.  Without knowing exactly what God has in store for us, we faithfully go. 
Even though twelve people are actually going down, in reality many more are going with us.  If you organized or 
worked on the Mission Festival in March, you are going with us.  If you donated a Lowe’s gift card, you are going 
with us.  If you made a casserole or cookies, you are going with us.  If you made a contribution to our mission part-
ners in West Virginia, you are going with us, too.  Even though you might not be there in person, you certainly are 
there in spirit! 
 

You can stay connected with the Mission Team in a several ways.  We will be blogging every day at http://
firstchurchbedfordmission.blogspot.com/.  We will also post to the First Church Facebook page.  If you are on Fa-
cebook, be sure to “like” First Church, Congregational in Bedford.   
 

Most of all, please pray for us!  Pray for traveling mercies as we head down and return.  Pray for those people we 
meet and serve.  Pray for health, safety and strength (both physical and spiritual) as we work on our renovation 
projects, as we meet people and learn from them.  We will return on July 13th, and will be in church on the 14th  to 
talk about our experience.   
 

The Mission Trip is the result of a year of hard work, vision, passion and love.  So many people worked so hard to 
make this possible. I am grateful for everybody who contributed.  Remember, you are all with us!  You are all part 

First Church Green Team Update 

We started a Green Team! So far, the group has met once, started church composting, worked with 
the Girl Scouts to reduce waste at the Strawberry Festival, and started thinking about how our faith 
intersects with earth care. We are just getting the ball rolling but it is proving to be a fast rolling ball! 
One thing we want to do is share some of the ways we have found to be greener at home. This month, Carol 
Jamison shares information about recycling plastic films (disposable grocery bags, vegetable bags, etc) 

Be Greener at Home 

The details on what can and can not be recycled at our curbside keep changing. Even though I know this is related 
to what is happening overseas with recycling, it is frustrating. I have changed my recycling system at home, yet I 
still find the changes hard to keep up with. So many things I've carefully recycled for years, can no longer go into 
my curbside recycling for example, plastic films (disposable grocery bags, vegetable bags, etc). These films cannot 
be put in our curbside recycling because they get caught in the sorting equipment at the recycling facility. I recent-
ly learned; they can be re-used! Ed McGrath, the Recycling Coordinator for Bedford told me about a plastic film re-
use program that requires limited effort!  

The Trex Company turns plastic film into high quality plastic “lumber” for decks and benches. Locally both Stop 
and Shop and Whole Foods work with Trex to recycle/re-use plastic film. Here is how it works. Consumers (you) 
collect clean and dry plastic films at home. Plastic films include thin flexible plastics besides the bags- colored news-
paper bags, plastic packaging holding water bottles, dry cleaning bags, bread bags and the wrapping for paper 
products. Also, the plastic pillows that replaced Styrofoam peanuts n packages can be included. Just deflate the 
pillows and add them to your collection. To be re-used, they need to be all plastic, which means cutting paper la-
bels off shipping bags, for example. They must also be free of food waste and dirt. When you have a collection of 
plastic film, take it with you to the grocery store and put it in their collection bin. Whole Foods, Stop and Shop, and 
Trex will do the rest! Your old produce bag will become a deck or a bench.  

http://firstchurchbedfordmission.blogspot.com/
http://firstchurchbedfordmission.blogspot.com/
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Music Notes July-August 

 

Your Music 
The relaxing days of summer are upon us! I’d love to hear any and all of your thoughts, 

questions, feedback, etc., about our music. The congregation is the most important part of what we do 
musically and your comments are extremely valuable to me. 
 
Perhaps you’re thinking of singing, playing or ringing - well, now’s a great time for you to find out more 
about it. I’m always available to answer your questions about the bell choir or the choir choir, on Sun-
days and also via phone or email. 
 
Or, maybe you’re in a music group, and there’s a familiar solo, duet, or small group anthem, requiring 
minimal rehearsing, that you’d like to sing at a service this summer. If you’d like to sing or play an instru-
ment this summer, let me know! 
 
Choir Care and Kudos 
Now that the choir is on summer break, we’re thinking back over the past year and also looking for-
ward to next year. Choir members: what were some of your favorite things to sing this past year? Any-
thing you’d like to do in the coming year? Let me know. 
 
David and Jen Dalrymple and John and Mark Guetersloh were very helpful this past year to the choir. 
They videotaped our anthems, and then David edited, compressed and shared the anthem videos with 
us via Google. Thank you, David! We learn so much about our singing through studying these record-
ings.  
 
Summer Handbell Fun 
Love the sound of a bell? Even if you’ve never played a musical instrument, you can learn how to ring a 
handbell. Summer’s the perfect time for that and for also having lots of fun in the process. In July and 
August, Bell Camp is informal, held downstairs in room 7 on Mondays 7-8:30 pm. We’re very patient and 
will teach you! Remember, you don’t have to know anything at all about handbells, or even how to read 
music. If you do happen to be an experienced ringer, it’s also a great time to practice, receive individual 
attention, and learn even more about bell-playing techniques. Whatever your bell-ringing level, just 
drop in any Monday, to experience some of the benefits and beauty of playing handbells, a likely dose 
of ice cream and some camaraderie. 
 
First Fall Rehearsals 
(Music groups are presently on summer break.) 
Monday, September 9 - Jubilee Ringers, 7:00 pm 
Thursday, September 12 - Adult Choir, 7:30 pm       

        ~     Susan Capestro, Director of Music  

  July Deacons Collection    August Deacons Collection 
      on July 7, 2019 is for         on August 4, 2019 is for 
    Bedford Food Pantry              REACH 
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Nurture Sunday 
 

On nurture Sunday, our children and youth shared some of their Church school work with the congregation. 
They shared, prayers, pomes, art, and more. In case you missed the celebration, here is a little of their work: 

Poems by our PreK-2nd graders 
 

Bless Others 
Give them stuff,  
say kinds words,  

help them when they are hurt. 
Give yourself, be a friend. 

 
Unless they are your sibling 

then 
be annoying, 

tickle their feet, and  
be weird to make them laugh! 

 
Oh just 

Love them, hug them! 
play with them. 

 
Bless all because 

God blesses us and 
God loves us all! 

 
Blessings 

We thank you for 
family, friends, pets, food, clothing, water, and 

cows 
for summer, sun, and Spring Brooke Park 

for chickens, sheep, bees, and Sun 
For God, Jesus, and church 

yes even for school, teachers, and jobs 
we thank you  

for colors, flowers, and rainbows too 
for Earth and all the people 

we thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

KIVA presentation from our Youth! 
Kiva is a money-lending organization. They give 

money to small unbanked businesses. Most of these busi-
nesses are in high poverty areas. The money comes from 
lots of individual people making small loans. Right now KI-
VA has a 97% repayment rate. After loans are repaid, lend-
ers (individual people) can pull their money out of the or-
ganization or they can re-lend the money. 

We started working with Kiva in 2012. It began as a 

Church school lesson about seeing God in the world. As 

part of this lesson we took pictures of God things that re-

minded us of God. We turned our pictures into cards. You 

supported us and bought lots of cards. We use that money 

to start our KIVA account and to make our first loans. Then 

we made chili. You supported us and bought lots of chili. 

We upped our chili prices. You bought chili anyway! Most of 

our Chili money went into our KIVA account (we used some 

for a trip to visit Heifer). Over the years, we raised more 

than $1,300. We made 153 loans and helped people in 41 

countries. Our $1,300 investment was repaid. We re-loaned 

the money. This cycle happened multiple times. In total we 

have made over $5,500 in loans supporting 153 projects! 

That is right thanks to the way KIVA works, our $1,300 has 

made a $5,500 impact! 
 

Poems by Our 3rd-5th Graders 

 

Baseball 
Love 
Earth 
Sun 

Softball 
Inventions 
Neighbors 

God 
Soccer 
Banana 
Lambs 
Earth 

Saturday 
Sunday 

Important Stuff 
No School 
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Mon., July 1   
Psalm 75  

2 Kings 2:15-22  
1 John 2:7-11  

  
Tues., July 2  

Psalm 75  
2 Kings 3:4-20  

Ephesians 5:6-20  
  

Wed., July 3  
Psalm 75  

2 Kings 4:1-7  
Matthew 10:16-25  

  
Thurs., July 4  

Psalm 30  
2 Kings 4:8-17  

Romans 7:14-25  
  

Fri., July 5  
Psalm 30  

2 Kings 4:18-31 
 2 Corinthians 8:1-7  

  
Sat., July 6 
 Psalm 30  

2 Kings 4:32-37  
Luke 9:1-6  

  
Sun., July 7  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
2 Kings 5:1-14  

Psalm 30  
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 

 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  
  

Mon., July 8  
Psalm 6  

2 Kings 5:15-19a  
Acts 19:21-27   

  
Tues., July 9  

Psalm 6  
2 Kings 5:19b-27  

Acts 19:28-41  
  

Wed., July 10 
 Psalm 6  

2 Kings 6:1-7 
 Luke 10:13-16  

  
Thurs., July 11  

Psalm 82  
Amos 1:1—2:3  
James 2:14-26  

  
 
 
 

Fri., July 12  
Psalm 82  

Amos 2:4-11  
Acts 7:9-16  

  
Sat., July 13 

Psalm 82  
Amos 2:12—3:8 

 John 3:16-21   
 

 Sun., July 14  
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

Amos 7:7-17  
Psalm 82  

Colossians 1:1-14  
Luke 10:25-37  

  
Mon., July 15  

Psalm 7  
Amos 3:9—4:5  

James 2:1-7  
  

Tues., July 16 
 Psalm 7  

Amos 4:6-13  
1 John 3:11-17   

  
Wed., July 17  

Psalm 7  
Amos 5:1-9   

Matthew 25:31-46  
 

 Thurs., July 18  
Psalm 52  

Amos 5:10-17  
Hebrews 5:1-6  

  
Fri., July 19  
Psalm 52  

Amos 5:18-27  
Ephesians 3:14-21   

  
Sat., July 20 

 Psalm 52  
Amos 6:1-14 
 Luke 8:4-10   

  
Sun., July 21  

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  
Amos 8:1-12  

Psalm 52  
Colossians 1:15-28  

Luke 10:38-42  
  

Mon., July 22  
Psalm 119:17-32  

Amos 7:1-6  
Colossians 1:27—2:7  

  
 

Tues., July 23  
Psalm 119:17-32  
Amos 8:13—9:4  

1 John 2:1-6   
  

Wed., July 24  
Psalm 119:17-32  

Amos 9:5-15  
John 6:41-51  

  
Thurs., July 25  

Psalm 85 
 Hosea 4:1-19  
Acts 1:15-20  

  
Fri., July 26  

Psalm 85  
Hosea 5:1-15  
Acts 2:22-36  

  
Sat., July 27  

Psalm 85  
Hosea 1:11—2:15  

Luke 8:22-25  
  

Sun., July 28  
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

Hosea 1:2-10  
Psalm 85  

Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]  
Luke 11:1-13  

  
Mon., July 29  

Psalm 44  
Hosea 2:14—3:5  

Colossians 2:16—3:1  
  

Tues., July 30 
 Psalm 44  

Hosea 6:1-10  
Romans 9:30—10:4  

  
Wed., July 31  

Psalm 44  
Hosea 6:11—7:16  
Matthew 5:43-48  

  
  

Daily Lectionary Scripture References   July 2019 
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Thurs., Aug. 1   
Psalm 107:1-9, 43  

Hosea 8:1-14  
Romans 11:33-36  

  
Fri., Aug. 2  

Psalm 107:1-9, 43  
Hosea 9:1-17  

Ephesians 4:17-24  
  

Sat., Aug. 3  
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 

 Hosea 10:1-15  
Mark 10:17-22  

  
Sun., Aug. 4  

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Hosea 11:1-11  

Psalm 107:1-9, 43  
Colossians 3:1-11  

Luke 12:13-21  
  

Mon., Aug. 5  
Psalm 60  

Hosea 11:12—12:14 
 Colossians 3:18—4:1  

  
Tues., Aug. 6  

Psalm 60  
Hosea 13:1-16  

Colossians 4:2-6  
  

Wed., Aug. 7  
Psalm 60  

Hosea 14:1-9 
 Luke 12:22-31  

  
  

Thurs., Aug. 8  
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  

Isaiah 9:8-17  
Romans 9:1-9   

  
Fri., Aug. 9 

 Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  
Isaiah 9:18—10:4  

Acts 7:1-8  
  

Sat., Aug. 10  
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  
Isaiah 1:2-9, 21-23  
Matthew 6:19-24  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Sun., Aug. 11  
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40  

  
Mon., Aug. 12  

Psalm 11  
Isaiah 2:1-4  

Hebrews 11:1-7  
  

Tues., Aug. 13  
Psalm 11  

Isaiah 24:1-13  
Hebrews 11:17-28   

 
 Wed., Aug. 14  

Psalm 11  
Isaiah 24:14-23  
Luke 12:41-48  

  
Thurs., Aug. 15  

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
Isaiah 2:5-11  

Hebrews 10:26-31  
  

Fri., Aug. 16 
 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  

Isaiah 3:1-17  
Hebrews 10:32-39   

  
Sat., Aug. 17  

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
Isaiah 3:18—4:6   

Matthew 24:15-27  
  

Sun., Aug. 18  
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Isaiah 5:1-7  
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  

Hebrews 11:29—12:2  
Luke 12:49-56  

  
Mon., Aug. 19  

Psalm 74 
 Isaiah 5:8-23  
1 John 4:1-6   

  
Tues., Aug. 20  

Psalm 74  
Isaiah 5:24-30  
Acts 7:44-53   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Wed., Aug. 21  
Psalm 74  

Isaiah 27:1-13  
Luke 19:45-48  

  
Thurs., Aug. 22 

 Psalm 71:1-6  
Jeremiah 6:1-19 
 Hebrews 12:3-17  

  
Fri., Aug. 23  
Psalm 71:1-6  

Jeremiah 6:20-30 
 Acts 17:1-9   

  
Sat., Aug. 24 
 Psalm 71:1-6  

Jeremiah 1:1-3, 11-19 
 Luke 6:1-5  

  
Sun., Aug. 25  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 Psalm 71:1-6 
 Hebrews 12:18-29  

Luke 13:10-17  
  

Mon., Aug. 26  
Psalm 10  

Jeremiah 7:1-15  
Hebrews 3:7—4:11  

  
Tues., Aug. 27  

Psalm 10 
 Jeremiah 7:16-26  
Revelation 3:7-13  

  
Wed., Aug. 28  

Psalm 10  
Jeremiah 7:27-34  

Luke 6:6-11  
  

Thurs., Aug. 29 
 Psalm 81:1, 10-16  
Jeremiah 11:1-17 1 

 Peter 3:8-12  
  

Fri., Aug. 30  
Psalm 81:1, 10-16  
Jeremiah 12:1-13  

1 Peter 4:7-11  
  

Sat., Aug. 31  
Psalm 81:1, 10-16  

Jeremiah 2:1-3, 14-22  
Matthew 20:20-28  

  
  

Daily Lectionary Scripture References   August 2019 
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If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box 
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is August 12, 2019  Our 
next mailing is August 28, 2019.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

~ Summer Worship ~  
9:30 am in the Koebele Music Chapel 

 

July 7, 2019            Ms. Kathryn Byers, Director of Christian Nurture
  

July 14, 2019 “The Church: It’s a Mission”             Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor        Luke 4: 16-21 
 

July 21, 2019            Ms. Terry Gerrish, Guest Preacher 
  
 

July 28, 2019  
 

August 4, 2019            Rev. Ginger Bove, Guest Preacher 
 

August 11, 2019    “The First Bible Study”        Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor      Acts 8: 26-40    
 
August 18, 2019   “Can’t Stop It”         Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor      Acts 5: 17-42 
   
August 25, 2019     “Welcome All”          Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor      Acts 10: 1-33 
 

 

Sunday Summer Worship 

9:30 am 

in the Koebele Music Chapel...Join Us! 


