First Church of Christ, Congregational
United Church of Christ

June 2019 Newsletter

Pastor’s Message

Most Christians know the story of
Pentecost, how the Holy Spirit descends upon the apostles like
ﬂames of ﬁre and they start speaking of the
“mighty works of God” in dozens of languages.
People from all over the Mediterranean can understand what they are saying.
What is often not talked about is that Pentecost is
ﬁrst and foremost, a Jewish festival that takes
place ﬁfty days after Passover. The great crowds
from all over the Mediterranean were there for a
major religious observance held at the temple in
Jerusalem. Pentecost started out in the Jewish tradition as a harvest festival, when the ﬁrst bales of
wheat were gathered in. It was very much like our
Thanksgiving holiday: giving thanks to God for all
of God’s blessings.
Over time, though, Pentecost became a festival
that recalled how the Ten Commandments were
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Sunday Worship 10:00 am
Our Summer Worship in the Koebele Music Chapel begins on Sunday, June 16th at 9:30 am Through Sept.1st
Church Oﬃce Phone: 781-275-7951
Church Oﬃce Email: fchurchb2@verizon.net
Senior Pastor: The Reverend John Castricum
cell phone: 857-939-0711
Director of Christian Nurture: Kate Byers
Music Director: Susan Capestro

69th Annual
Strawberry Festival
Thursday, June 13th
from 6pm to 8pm
We are dedicating this Festival to Mickey Webber
who founded the Strawberry Festival and was actively involved each year in the Festival! To honor
her, we are hoping members will provide us with
pictures of past year’s Festivals. You can email
pictures or send photos to the church addressed
to Kathy Konkle. We will return all originals photos. We plan on displaying the pictures for everyone’s enjoyment. We hope to ﬁnd some old photos, please let us know if you have any ideas.
Thank you for helping us to make this a special
Strawberry Festival!
As always, there will be live music and plenty of
homemade strawberry shortcakes complete with
fresh strawberries, baked biscuits, real whipped
cream and Bedford Farms vanilla ice cream! Craving a chocolate ﬁx? We'll have hot fudge sauce
too; and $1.00 oﬀ for Military families.
If you can give some of your time that evening or
in the days leading up to the event -- please sign
up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/ or email
Claire Maxon jcmaxon@verizon.net or Kathy Konkle katherinekonkle@gmail.com.
Please mark your calendars
and spread the word to join us rain or shine!

continued from front page:

given to Israel at Mount Sinai. Just like Passover,
Pentecost looks back to God coming down and
doing “mighty acts” as recorded in the Book of
Exodus. Passover observes how God worked
through Moses to free the Jewish slaves from their
Egyptian captors. A Passover seder service recounts this story. The Passover meal is specially
designed to remind those around the table of all
the important parts of the great exodus story.

God keeps transforming people into communities
where God pledges his presence and his blessings.
The promise of Pentecost is the same for us as it
was for those Israelites wandering through the
desert or for those disciples, waiting in that upper
room.

The Book of Exodus continues with the nation of
Israel wandering for ﬁfty days in the desert, until
they get to Mount Sinai. Moses goes up the mountain, whose top is shrouded in smoke and ﬁre. Moses eventually comes down with the two tablets,
containing the Ten Commandments. There is a
“covenant” ceremony, where God pledges to be
their God and they pledge to be God’s people. This
is the time when a loose-knit collection of clans
ﬁnally become a holy nation, with God taking them
under their wing.

~ Pastor John

I pray for all the blessings of Pentecost be upon
you!

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Somehow it seems like this not only can, but WILL,
be a monthly Outreach column in the newsletter
(instead of an occasional submission). Last month
we wrote a huge thank you for the Mission Festival.
This month we oﬀer an equally enormous thank you
for the Spaghetti Dinner: we had a wonderfully successful event as a direct result of every person who
graciously and generously gave their time, energy,
skills, money and love.

Luke was very well aware of this when he told the
story of the Holy Spirit descending upon the disciples. In fact, there are very clear parallels that he
makes between the Jewish and Christian story.
The Christian Pentecost happens ﬁfty days after
the resurrection of Jesus. Just like the Jews were
liberated from bondage in Egypt, Christians declare how Jesus liberated us from the bondage to
the powers of sin and death.

Not only did we have a fun and satisfying meal together we were able to enjoy fellowship with one
another, meet new friends and even learn more
about our immigration system. All proceeds from the
dinner enable the important work of Northeast JFON
(Justice for Our Neighbors), a non-proﬁt organization
that helps low income immigrants manage our often
complex and diﬃcult immigration system.
Once again, we experienced the awe of watching this
congregation take up their serving stations to be a
blessing for others! Volunteers came out in droves
not only to plan the event, but then to follow
through by making 600 homemade meatballs, transitioning the Upper Fellowship Hall into a warm and
inviting Bistro, preparing and serving a fresh and delicious meal, and joyfully welcoming our 100 guests.

Even more: just like Moses goes up Mount Sinai,
Jesus has ascended into heaven ten days earlier.
Just like Moses came down the Mountain with the
tablets, the Holy Spirit descends upon the apostles. Just like Israel became a nation on that day,
so the apostles and everyone gathered in the
room that day turn from followers of Jesus into
the Church.

Again, we oﬀer heart-full thankfulness and deep appreciation for each person who contributed to this
latest community blessing. We will report the event’s
proceeds in next month’s newsletter.

If anything, the story of Pentecost tells us how
God keeps coming down into the lives of people.
God keeps coming down with mercy and compassion to liberate those who suﬀer under oppression.

We will report the event’s proceeds in next month’s
newsletter.
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5th Annual West Virginia Mission Trip

After months of preparation, the Mission Team will be heading down to West Virginia on July 6th. We look forward to seeing where the Spirit will be leading us and who we will encounter on this trip.
Even if you cannot come down, you can be part of the team! Here is some practical ways you can support our
trip:

- Donate Lowe’s Gift Cards – this helps the team and the Folklife Center buy supplies for its rehab
projects. If you cannot get to a Lowe’s, send a check to the church, with “Lowe’s Gift Cards” in
the memo line, and we will purchase cards for you.

- Donate Gas Cards - to defray the travel costs for the team going down. Again, if you cannot get to
a gas station to buy a card, feel free to send the church a check.

- Casseroles - Last year’s Mission Team was totally blown away by so many generous people supplying
casseroles! This year, we estimate only needing two or three casseroles – feel free to sign up at our Sign-Up
Genius site or by contacting Pastor John.

All you have to do is make your favorite casserole in a disposable aluminum foil pan, freeze it,
and bring it to the church freezer. These are wonderful ways of getting dinner ready after a
hard day of mission work. Any type of casserole is appreciated: American Chop Suey, Chicken
Broccoli, Lasagna or anything else. Make sure to label them and put them in the church freezer.
Look for a casserole sign-up Genius coming soon.

- Desserts –

A cookie or brownie deﬁnitely gives mission team member great joy – they’ll be thinking of
you fondly with every bite! Feel free to drop your baked goods oﬀ to the church kitchen any
time between July 1st to 5th.

As always, we need your prayers as we head down and “do our job.” We’ll be sending regular blog messages
on our West Virginia Mission blog: http://ﬁrstchurchbedfordmission.blogspot.com/.

We can’t say it enough: even though you might not be able to come with us, you are still part of the team. Your
contributions to the trip are an essential part of its success. You all are going with us in spirit. Thanks to everyone who contributes!
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Warrant for Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 2 ,2019 after Worship
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Music Notes
Summer Bell Camp will be kicking oﬀ with a larger group this year because the Jubilee
Ringers will still be using their Monday evening rehearsal time to prepare for the Area One
Conference. So come laugh and learn with us, enjoy sight-reading wonderful handbell anthems, or even learn how to ring a handbell and/or read music. No experience required!
The beginning of June brings one more choir “anthem,” an informal one. Curious? Here’s a hint: the
songwriter’s name is also the name of a bearded ﬂower
June Music Schedule:
Sunday, June 2 - Choir call time 9:15
Monday, June 3 - Summer Bell Camp/Jubilee Ringers rehearsal 7:00 pm
Friday, June 7 - Annual Music Pot Luck Party at my house
Monday, June 10 - Summer Bell Camp/Jubilee Ringers rehearsal 7:00 pm
Monday, June 17 - Summer Bell Camp/Jubilee Ringers rehearsal 7:00 pm (downstairs)
Monday, June 24 - Summer Bell Camp/Jubilee Ringers rehearsal 7:00 pm (downstairs)
Thursday, June 27 through Sunday, June 30 - Area One Handbell Festival/Conference in CT
~ Susan Capestro, Director of Music

Rummage Sale Update and Thank-You
The 2019 Rummage Sale (Saturday, May 18) has come and gone, and it was a HUGE success! A beautiful sunny
day in the midst of our rainy spring, lots of “treasures,” and plenty of good fellowship were a perfect Rummage
Sale combination.
Special appreciation goes to UFH Coordinators: Susan Wingﬁeld and Connie Matheson; Book Gurus: Nancy
McKinney and Jennifer Dalrymple; Stage Manager: Cathy Gray; Jewelry Divas: Kathy Register, Betsy Cogliano and
Kathy Konkle; LFH Coordinators: Susan and Melissa Wingﬁeld; Utility Player Extraordinaire: Allyson Printz; Food
Wizards for Workers: Becky Konkle (Thursday), Ruth and Stew Robinson and Josie (Saturday); Publicity: Susan
Wingﬁeld; Chief Accounting Chiefs: Woody and Lu Woodford.
As of May 21st, we showed a proﬁt of approximately $5,200. IOUs are still coming in and we have jewelry on consignment at Bedford Jewelers that will increase the total. For the third year, we were able to take payments via
credit card, which surely helped our total. All Rummage Sale proceeds go to our local budget. And, the $1 donations at the door raised $426 for the Bedford Food Pantry (almost double last year’s donations).
“If you have not yet paid for items you purchased, please leave your check in the church oﬃce and mark it
“Rummage Sale.”
All rummage that didn’t sell was donated to other organizations. Dishes, pots and pans, lamps, and linens went
to Household Goods (HG) in Acton. Children’s books went to Bagong Kulturang Pinoy (BKP Inc.) in the Philippines. The Friends of the Bedford Library also chose some books for their upcoming sales. Old towels and blankets went to Buddy Dogs. Suitcases went to the VA. Medium size vases were donated to the Bedford Garden
Club. Some clothing (especially children’s clothes) went to Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) and some better
clothing went to Goodwill’s Put Your Clothes To Work corporate clothing drive. For the ﬁrst time ever, we pulled
aside more bags of “soft” goods from LFH for other organizations instead of placing them in the manse garage
for pick up. Everything else was donated to Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA). We recycle everything!
Many thanks to everyone who set up, sorted, priced, worked the day of the sale, and cleaned up. The clean-up
team was a dream come true. We were ﬁnished about 20 minutes earlier than usual! Thanks also to those who
donated goods to sell — we had an amazing collection of stuﬀ. We thank Bedford Jeweler’s for helping us price
our better jewelry, and for taking some on consignment. ~ Allyson Printz, Susan Wingﬁeld & Kathy Register
(a.k.a. The Junk Girls)
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes - May 14, 2019
Pastor’s Report - John
Ginger Bove joined the church; Eric will be an active friend, but not join.
Holy Week went well. Open for comments and feedback and changes for next year
2 Funerals – each had unique pastoral needs
Day of Covenant for metro Boston association
Decline in membership is common and our church may not be aﬀected as much as other churches
Mass conference may combine with RI and CT conferences. National synod must vote it in and general
attorneys of all 3 states
Director of Christian Nurture’s Report – Kate
Looking towards nurture Sunday
Looking to what we need for next year’s Holy week
3 families left the worship service after the children’s sermon
Does Easter service meet inter-generational needs?
Treasurer – John G.
Handout budget has deﬁcit of -85K if we didn’t have endowment (other income)
This deﬁcit is smaller than last year
May exceed last year’s local pledging by ~3%
Building Use fees are down
Most expenses are due to stewardship (boiler repairs)
Discussion
Budget 5% from the endowment (investment income) yearly
Create reserve account funds for large expenses (building maintenance)
Cabinet expressed consensus to support budget being delivered to congregation at annual meeting in
June
Stewardship Report – Carol Jamison
Norm Sutherland has repaired the broken ﬂagpole, and painted, gilded, and re-installed both ﬂagpoles. And,
Steve Jamison is working with Debra, John G, and Pastor John to replace and upgrade the computer system at the church.
Nominating Committee
Cabinet
Terry Gerrish will remain Cabinet chair, John Guetersloh will remain treasurer, Ruth will continue as
scribe, Barb Braym – stay on at large, Betsy Cogliano ? at large depending on if she relocates,
Susan Wingﬁeld at large – not returning, Nicholas G. would like to be on Cabinet, Kelly Woessner – not
returning as member at large
Deacons
Kelly Woessner, tentative, Becky Konkle, Nancy Guetersloh, Kathy Konkle, Carol Jamison Nurture
Connie Matheson – 1 year, Sarah Castricum, Adrienne Card, Kate Reynolds – 2 year term, Lisa Sackett
for 1 year?, Ginger Bove – joining 2 year, Jill O’Brien -1 year, Chenie Bell?, Ruth Robinson – 1 year
Stewardship
Peter Gerrish – 1 year, Don McGowen ?, Bobby Clark
Outreach – TBD – see Terry’s email, Mary Criscione, Allyson Printz
May Meeting: May 14 at 7:05pm
June Meeting: 11th at 7:00 pm
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~ June Worship ~
June 2, 2019

10:00 am

~ Communion

Annual Meeting
Acts: 1: 12-14

“Journey with Luke: Waiting…”

Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor

June 9, 2019

10:00 am

Nurture Sunday

June 16, 2019

10:00 am

TBA

June 23, 2019

10:00 am

TBA

June 30, 2019

10:00 am

TBA

~ Pentecost

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time. Our next Newsletter deadline is June 10, 2019 Our
next mailing is June 26, 2019. Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net. Thank you.

Please let us know if you change your address.
If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the
oﬃce at fchurchb2@verizon.net.

Thursday, June 13, 2019
Strawberry Festival
69th Annual
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