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Pastor’s Message 

As we approach Homecoming       
Sunday on September 11th, I am re-
minded of a quote from the prophet 
Isaiah.  God speaks to Israel through 
the prophet, saying, “Behold, I am 

doing a new things. Now it springs up – do you not 
see it?”  That little question that God asks, ‘do you 
not see it?’ reminds me that we often miss seeing 
God  alive and at work, doing new things in our 
midst.  Yet God has been working in this church 
over many years, and God will continue to work in 
us and through us during the coming year. 
 This year will be a year of many new things.  
This is especially true since we decided as a congre-
gation at the annual meeting in June to “wipe our 
schedule clean.”  The idea is that, since we adopted 
our new mission statement, “Welcome All, Grow in 
Faith, Joyfully Serve,” we would clear the calendar 
of all the things we usually do, and try to listen and 
discern what “new things”  God would have us do, 
based upon this new statement. 
 There has been a lot of discussion about 
what this means over the summer.  Many are trying 
to figure out if and how our beloved, traditional 
events, like the Church Fair, fit into this vision.  Oth-
ers are dreaming of new events  and ministries that 
they would like to see happen.  Without doubt, 
there has been a lot of fear and anxiety accompa-
nying these talks.  Yet that is exactly happens when 
people and churches decide to take a leap of faith.  
Letting go of the past in order to be a part of the 
new thing that God has planned is hard.  Yet this is 
the pattern of faith: it is the pattern that continual-
ly plays out throughout the Bible.   It is the pattern 
that Jesus himself modeled through his teachings 

Bible Top 40:   A Year Long Worship Series 
  

Over the past summer, I have been working hard 
on a year-long worship series that I am calling 
“Bible Top 40.”  From Homecoming Sunday 
through the second Sunday in June, we will be fo-
cusing on 40 of the most well-known stories in the 
Bible.  These will include Adam and Eve…Noah 
and the Ark...Jonah and the whale…Ruth and Na-
omi….David and Goliath…Daniel and the Lion’s 
Den…Jesus’ call of the disciples…the Good Sa-
maritan…and many more! 
 To some, these stories have been told to 
us from our childhood; to others, they may be un-
familiar.  Overall, they talk about the deepest 
parts of our lives of faith.  They explore the deep-
est issues of our faith: what it means to be human, 
who God is, what our lives are all about, why good 
and bad things happen to us, how to live a life of 
love, peace and justice and how God transforms 
lives and worlds. 
 To help you prepare for each Sunday’s  sto-
ry, we will be handing out “Bible Top 40 Infor-
mation and Reflection Sheets” the week before.  
This will give people time to read the passage for 
themselves, get some information and think 
about the passage before coming to worship.  
Sheets will also be available on our “This Week at 
First Church” emailings throughout the year.  
 This worship series will be part of a larger 
exploration of the foundation of our faith: The Bi-
ble.  I will be offering many different opportunities 
for us to learn more about the Bible, from the fun-
damental basics of the Bible to how a book writ-
ten thousands of years ago by people so different 
from ourselves can be relevant to our modern 
lives. 

continued on page 2 
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Pastor continued from page 1 

and ministry. 
 This idea of clearing the calendar is  deeply 
spiritual.  It is rooted in prayer.  As we evolve in our 
prayer lives, we come to realize that prayer is 
much more than asking God to do things for us.  It 
becomes more a surrendering to God – of being 
silent, stilling our thoughts, of putting aside our 
agendas and finally saying to God, “not my will but 
thy will be done.”  If we are still and silent enough, 
God will speak, and point us toward the new thing 
that God is doing.  Clearing the calendar of its clut-
ter and activities is like clearing the mind, and giv-
ing room for God to speak. 
 As we move into this year, let us ask God to 
give us eyes of faith and humble hearts to perceive 
what God is doing, no matter how strange or chal-
lenging these plans might be.  Sometimes God 
does things so surprising, so unusual that we will 
not understand that it is God that is behind things.  
Sometimes God’s message to us is so strange, so 
different, we could not conceive that it is really 
God giving us the message.   
 As we come to Homecoming Sunday, we 
have two things before us.  We have a calendar to 
fill with plans, activities and ministries.  We also 
have a life of prayer and faith to deepen.  The best 
Christians and the best congregations know how 
to balance and mix these two things harmoniously, 
so that they affect one another in profound ways.  
It is my hope and prayer that our faith community 
becomes better and better at doing this. 
 I’m looking forward to a wonderful year of 
blessing this year – I can’t wait to see that “new 
thing” that God has planned for us.  I’m also look-
ing forward to seeing each and every one of you 
on September 11th.   Please come, and remember to 
bring a friend!    ~ Pastor John 

In the “Discipleship Model” of church which I      
introduced three years ago, reading the Bible is a 
fundamental mark of what it means to be a          
disciple.  In scripture, the number 40 is a number of 
transformation, and I hope that “Bible Top 40”   
becomes a transformative experience to the     
congregation as a whole and to you as an             
individual.  Please, join me on this extraordinary 
journey!    ~ Pastor John 

Bible Top 40  continued from page 1 

Coffee and Conversation and  
Bible Study at Bruegger’s 

 

 Pastor John will be continuing  his “Coffee 
and Conversation” this fall.  He will be at 
Bruegger’s Bagels on Great Road on Tuesdays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  He will be available 
to talk about anything you want: faith, Red Sox,  
weather or anything else on your mind.   
 On Thursdays, John will be doing a “drop-
in” Bible Study session at 10:00 a.m.    Starting on 
September 17th, John will be continuing last year’s 
Study on the Gospel of Mark, the shortest and ear-
liest of all the gospels.  This is an open, introducto-
ry Bible Study – no prior knowledge of the Bible is 
needed – just an open and curious mind, and all 
the questions that you have stored up in the back 
of your head.  Come with your questions and bring 
a friend!   
 After the Bible Study, if you want to hang 
around and talk about other things, John will be 
around from 11:00 to noon. 

 Living into our Mission:   
 Lunch and Discussion  
Sunday September 18 

 

 We are called to Welcome All, Grow in 

Faith, Joyfully Serve.  At the annual meeting, after     
adopting this statement, we agreed to brainstorm 
and pray over the summer to discern what           
activities would best enable us to live into our mis-
sion. People have been sharing ideas in small 
group discussions, on the white board in the music 
room and via an electronic form at: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d_7le-
BhFF2n8T4CHMICCw1lxw6PL4WNAQdAklOKIK0/
edit#.  We have come up with some great new        
ideas as well as some old ideas re-imagined.  
  
 Now we need to choose the activities 
we’re going to invest our time and energy in for 
this    season.  Join us for lunch and planning ses-
sion    after worship on Sunday, September 18th in 

Upper Fellowship Hall.  With more people helping 
to plan our projects and programs, we will be 
more likely to offer activities that will best serve 
God and our community. 
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Homecoming Sunday and  
Cookout After Church 
Sunday, September 11th  

 

 Join us on September 11th for worship as 
we return to the Sanctuary and celebrate the 
start of a great year of ministry here at First 
Church.  If you haven’t already “preregistered,” 
you will be able to register your children for Sun-
day School and Youth Groups.  We will also regis-
ter adults planning to teach, assist or lead a 
group, including filling out a CORI form.   
 After worship, we will go to the church 
steps for our annual photo, and then move to the 
Church parking lot for a cookout.  We will provide 
the burgers, dogs, drinks and paper products.  
Feel free to either bring a salad or dessert.  Hope 
to see you all there! 

Wonderful Wednesday Returns 
 

 We are looking forward to another great 
year of Wonderful Wednesdays at First Church.  
Wonderful Wednesdays will take place on the     
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  As 
usual, the evening begins at 6:00 p.m. with a       
delicious dinner with friends ($5 donations when 
we don’t have a potluck) and then enjoy an          
interesting program at 7 p.m.   Our Wonderful 
Wednesdays will begin on September 14th with a 
Potluck Dinner.  Feel free to bring either a           
casserole, salad or dessert.   
 As part of our year-long exploration of the 
Bible, one Wonderful Wednesday per month will 
be a “Bible Basics” presentation.  For the fall, we 
will be doing “Old Testament 101,” covering the 
overall structure, themes and history of the Old 
Testament.  “New Testament 101” will be following 
in the Spring.  Other programs for the year are    
currently being put together.  Look for details in 
our weekly Constant Contact emailing, on             
Facebook or announced at Church.  
  If anyone would like to join one of the four 
teams responsible for providing meals for          
Wonderful Wednesday, feel free to talk to Pastor 
John, and we’d be happy to get you involved. 

8:15  Discussion Group 
 A reminder that the 8:15 Discussion  Group will 
be starting up on Homecoming Sunday, September 
11th. Anyone who has not yet been to the group and 
would like to come please email Ken and Pat Konkle  at: 
kpkonk@verizon.net so we can go over the details and 
let you know which book we will be studying.   
 The group meets most Sundays from 8:15 to 
9:30 am in the Vestry and members take turns leading 
the discussion and providing a light breakfast. 

Women’s Fellowship to Try Taste-Testing  
 

 Which is the best-tasting chocolate sauce, 
salad dressing or Greek yogurt? For our September 
gathering, the Women’s Fellowship/Soul Sisters 
(WFSS) will try to find out!  
 Join us at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 27, 
in the Vestry for a series of blind taste-tests of a 
variety of yummy foods. Exactly what we taste-test 
will be a surprise!  
 Is there something your discerning palate 
might like to tackle? Suggestions about what to 
taste are more than welcome. Please contact       
Allyson Printz with your ideas. 
 All church women are invited. Friends,    
nieces, daughters and granddaughters are wel-
come, too!  

Allyson Printz (allyson@printzfamily.us) 

Kathy Register (registerk11@gmail.com)  

Wonderful Wednesday Dates  
2016-2017 

 

♦ September 14, 28 
♦ October 12, 26 
♦ November 9, 30 
♦ December 14 
♦ January 11, 25 
♦ February 8, 22 
♦ March 1, 22 
♦ April 26 
♦ May 10, 24 

Deacon’s Offering  

on September4, 2016 is for:  

Doctors without Borders 
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                                           September Music Notes  

Youth Choir and “Youth Plus” Choir:  Calling all young voices, ages 4 and up! We want you, 
even if you’ve never sung a note. The Youth Choir invites all young children to join their re-
hearsal at 11:30 on the last Sunday of each month. On those days, we’ll be practicing special 

anthems, to include more children who love to  sing, play percussion, or speak a line. Then, we’ll sing in 
church the following Sunday, the first Sunday of the month. The schedule: 

• Sunday 9/18 - First Youth Choir rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00 

• Sunday 9/25 - “Youth Choir Plus” rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00  

• Sunday, 10/2 Service - “Youth Choir Plus” singing an anthem 

• Sunday, 10/2 Service - Youth Choir also singing a separate anthem 

• Sunday 10/9 - Youth Choir rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00 

• Sunday 10/16 - Youth Choir rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00 

• Sunday 10/23 - Youth Choir rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00 

• Sunday 10/30 - “Youth Choir Plus” rehearsal, 11:30 - 12:00  

• Sunday, 11/6 service - “Youth Choir Plus” singing 

Youth Ringers:  Jubilee Juniors handbell ringers begin noontime rehearsals on Sunday, September 18th. 
An exciting opportunity exists this year for youth handbell ringers with a year or two of experience, to   
also join the Jubilee Ringers. If you’re in that category, (and can complete your homework early!) plan on 
joining bell rehearsals at 7 pm on Mondays, too. 

Jubilee Ringers:  The first bell rehearsal is Monday, September 12. It’s a “Big Bell Year.” Our handbell choir 
attends an awesome regional handbell conference held every other year in June. This coming June is it! 
We hope to rally up as many ringers as we can, so we can play most of our conference pieces in church. 
The repertoire is just amazing, so if you’ve been on hiatus, this would be a great time to come back and 
ring with us. Don’t worry, you won’t be expected to attend the conference too, however, once you find 
out how much fun it is, you’ll probably want to! 

Adult Choir:  After investing time and energy to beef up my handbell knowledge, I wanted to improve the 
singing side of things, so I’ve been studying with a teacher. Some goals are: to be more diagnostic with 
the choir, create improved vocal warmups, and even eke out more soprano notes during rehearsals. The 
choir has been loving their less stressful rehearsal schedule, and now, we’ve voted to make things even 
simpler: there’s always an 8:30 rehearsal on Sundays FOLLOWING Wonderful Wednesday and a Thursday 
rehearsal on the other weeks. The first choir rehearsal is Thursday, September 8th at 7:30 pm. 

• Thursday 9/8 - Full rehearsal, 7:30 pm 

• Sunday 9/11 - Mini-rehearsal, 9 am 

• Thursday 9/15 - No choir (Wonderful Wednesday week) 

• Sunday 9/18 - Full rehearsal, 8:30 am 

• Thursday 9/22 - Full rehearsal, 7:30 pm 

• Sunday 9/25 - Mini-rehearsal, 9 am 

• Thursday 9/29 - No choir (Wonderful Wednesday week) 

Coda:  News for brass players and other instrumentalists to follow in the next newsletter. The music file 
room renovation has been on hold, yet not forgotten. The Music Workstation in the Music Office is almost 
ready for visitors!                   ~ Susan Capestro, Director of Music  
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Christian Nurture 

In preparation for our focus on the Top 40 Bible Stories, I have been reading I Wonder:         
Engaging a Child’s Curiosity about the Bible by Elizabeth F. Caldwell and reflecting on helping 
kids develop lifelong spiritual practices. Caldwell says children learn to read the Bible by     
having the Bible read to them and by seeing their parents read the Bible. These sound like 
very simple things but in practice they can be very challenging. While thinking about helping 

our children read the Bible, I can’t help but think about Bible reading in my own home. So far I am failing 
miserable at both of Caldwell’s simple tasks. I rarely read the Bible to Ruth. She has a children’s Bible and 
multiple Bible Story books but they are chosen bed time stories less than once a week. Some of this is 
due to Ruth’s age. Two year olds are not known for their attention spans and the children’s Bible has 
more words than pictures. Most of my failure is due to a litany of modern parenting challenges. I could 
list the challenges for you but I am sure you know them already. I was a little surprised to realize I have 
not been reading the Bible to Ruth. I was even more surprised by my failure to model the spiritual        
practice. I read the Bible every day, multiple times a day. Sometimes I read for my own spiritual practice 
other times I read in preparation for Church School. Most days I am reading for a combination of reasons. 
It seems like my child seeing me read the Bible would be an everyday occurrence but it is not. I frequently 
read the Bible on my phone or my computer. Sometimes I do this in front of Ruth but I rarely announce, 
“I am reading scripture.” Ruth might see me looking at my phone but she has no idea what I am doing. I 
do pull out and read Bibles multiple times a week but I rarely do that around Ruth. Bibles have thin pages 
and toddlers always seem to want whatever the adults have. The last thing I am going to do is pull out a 
delicate book and try to read while the toddler is awake. That is a recipe for torn pages and frustration. 
So even though I read the Bible every day, my child has little to no exposure to adults reading scripture 
outside of church. Teaching children about God is my job and yet Caldwell’s two simple practices are not 
natural practices for me. I assume they are also not natural for you. So let’s go on a journey together this 
year. Let’s work together to develop spiritual practices for ourselves and our kids. This journey will        
involve a few meetings with parents where we can share tips and tricks as we encourage one another to 
help our children grow in faith. It will also include things to think about try in the Faith at Home section of 
the newsletters.          ~ Kate Byers 

Faith at Home 
September is the beginning of our journey. All I 

want you to do this month is to think about your cur-
rent practices. Do your children read the Bible? Do you 
read the Bible with your kids? If so how frequently? Do 
you read the Bible? If so do your kids know you read the  
Bible? Have they ever seen you read scripture? Think 
about the scripture reading that happens or doesn’t 
happen at your house. Then think about your family’s 
secular reading. When does your family read? What do 
you read? What mediums do you use? Do you kids ever 
see you read secular material? Jot down a few notes 
about your family’s current reading practices. This is 
not meant to be a judgmental activity. I don’t want you 
to feel badly about your current practices. After all, we 
all I know I am not good at this. I just want you to be-
come aware of how things are currently. This will pro-
vide a starting place and a bench mark. We can’t move  
forward until we know where we are. So spend Sep-
tember figuring out your family’s current scripture 
reading practices.  

New Nursery Care Provider   
 

 The Board of Christian Nurture is pleased to 
welcome Caitlin Whitlock as our new Nursery Care 
Provider. Caitlin will be in the nursery most        
Sundays from 9:30 am to 11:30 am starting          
September 11.   Caitlin is warm and outgoing. She 
has years of  childcare experience including        
multiple years of Church nursery care experience. 
Caitlin is currently working on an online BA in      
Education at Florida International University in   
Miami. She has watched children ranging in age 
from newborn to 10 years of age. She also           
volunteered at an elementary school aftercare   
program in Miami. Caitlin loves playing games. 
Some of her favorite things to do are reading, arts 
and crafts, and enjoying the fresh air. Please help 
the Board of Christian Nurture in warmly             
welcoming Caitlin to our congregation.  
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Church School for 2016-2017 
 

On September 11, all children and youth will be invited to our first week of Church School. In addi-
tion to starting our first unit we will  share fun summer stories with one and write our 2016-2017 Church 
School Covenant. Children and youth will begin in worship with the congregation. Following the Chil-
dren’s Time, pre-school, Elementary school, and Middle School students will gather with their church 
school teachers in their age specific classrooms. Parents should pick up their children downstairs follow-
ing worship before the church picture.  

  
Nursery:  
Children zero through three years old are welcome to join Caitlin in the nursery at the beginning of wor-
ship. They are also welcome to start worship with their family and to join Caitlin in the nursery following 
Children’s time or to remain in worship for the entire service. Parents you know your kids best. Please do 
whatever work best for your family and let us know how we can support you in caring for your children. 
 
Pre-School:  
Pre-school is a dynamic developmental time period. Parents of three, four, and five year olds should con-
sult with Kate about the best placement for their child. Some preschoolers might learn most about God’s 
love in the nursery. Other’s will be ready to join the elementary aged children. A few might really want to 
stay in worship with the adults they love he most. Let’s work together to figure out the best learning en-
vironment for your child. 
 
Elementary School:  
This year our Elementary Students will use curriculum from Spark House to explore Bible Stories. This is 
the curriculum we tested at the end of last year. It is a rotation model curriculum. Our children will contin-
ue to learn through workshops in Art, Computer, Cooking, Drama, Game, and Movie. The most exciting 
part of church school this year is “convergence Sundays.” Our church school units were selected so that 
once a unit the children’s lesson will converge with the congregation’s Top 40 Bible Story theme. On 
these Sundays, Church School and Worship will converge as we bring a little bit of church school into the 
sanctuary to expose our children to a little bit more of worship. The first convergence Sunday is             
September 18. 
  
Middle School:  
Starting Sunday September 11th all 6th through 8th graders are invited to middle school church school. This 
year we are focusing on spiritual practices. We will start the year Encountering Scripture. As the church 
school year continues, we will use this scriptural foundation to explore Giving and Receiving Hospitality, 
Experiencing Beauty, Working for Justice, Honoring the Body, and Blessing and Letting Go. Whenever 
possible the congregations Top 40 Bible Stories will be pulled into the lesson on spiritual practice. The 
goal of this program is to give the youth space and time to develop a sticky faith that will carry with them 
through their adult lives. 
 
Our Whole Lives:  
OWL is a sexuality education program for youth that models and teaches caring, compassion, respect, 
and justice. It is a holistic program that moves beyond the intellect to address the attitudes, values, and 
feelings that youth have about themselves and the world. Unlike many other sexuality curricula currently 
available, this program is comprehensive and progressive. In an inclusive and developmentally appropri-
ate manner, it addresses sensitive topics that are typically excluded. The curriculum was developed by the 
Unitarian Universalist Association and the United Church of Christ, the underlying values of the program 
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reflect the justice-oriented traditions of both denominations. Our church strives to offer OWL to all of our 
youth sometime between 7th and 9th grade. This year some of our 8th graders are finishing OWL with First 
Parish in Bedford. Some of our other 8th graders are starting OWL With First Parish in Lexington. If you 
want more information about OWL or want to know about OWL opportunities for your child, please talk 
to Kate.  
 
High School:  
We encourage all of our 9th through 12th grade youth to either volunteer in a church school class room or 
to worship with their parents. By 9th grade our youth have the maturity need to guide younger kids as 
they develop their faith and the maturity needed to actively engage in the worship service. On Sunday 
mornings, we want our high school students to be actively involved in life of the congregation as adult 
church members. There is time and space for youth to continue developing their faith with their peers 
other times during the week. 
 
Teach Would you like to work with our children and youth this year? Head over the sign up genius to sign 
up to teach Church School or volunteer in the nursery. If you want to work with our youth or volunteer in 
a different way, talk to Kate. There are lots of big and small ways to help our children and youth grow in 
faith. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49aaab22a6f49-sunday1 

Youth Group for 2016-2017 

Middle School 
This year there will be monthly opportunities for our middle school youth to engage in fellowship, service, 
and ministry within the church and the wider community. The goal of these activities is to help our youth 
live welcome all, grow in faith, and serve joyfully. Per the middle schoolers interest, many of the activities 
will focus on ecology. A specific schedule will be released shortly after the church calendar becomes a lit-
tle more finalized. 
 
High School 
This fall, High School youth are invited to join Kate on Sunday evenings to share food, fellowship, and con-
versation. This year meetings will be inspired by Living the Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive Christiani-
ty by David M. Felten and Jeff Procter-Murphy. This book provides a primer to a church movement that 
encourages every Christian to "live the questions" instead of "forcing the answers." Living the Questions 
encourages readers to think about challenging questions that intersect with popular cultures without try-
ing to teach answers. Confab Plus meetings will explore many of the questions raised by the authors. The 
majority of this work will occur through conversation. We will turn to brief readings, video clips, news pa-
per articles, and other media to get our conversations started. There is no prep work, you do not need to 
purchase or read the book, you just need to come prepared to share your personal convictions. These 
meetings will occur from 6:30 to 8pm on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Our first meeting is September 11 
at 6:30pm.  
 
As the group is inspired, meetings for service and fellowship will be added to the calendar. 
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My Trip to the Appalachian South Folklife Center 
 

 On July 8th, I set off on my second trip down to the Appalachian South Folklife Center in Pipestem 
Knob, West Virginia.  Although this time I was going solo, I had the entire congregation in my heart.  This 
trip had 3 really amazing components: 
 
Visit to White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia 
 Reuters reported that in late June, West Virginia received the equivalent of one quarter of their 
annual rainfall in a single day!!!  In Greenbrier Country, 10 inches fell in a single day, 7 inches in a single 
hour!!! 
 On my way to Pipestem, I stopped in White Sulphur springs, which was one of the towns hardest 
hit by the storms. And, even though it was a full 2 weeks after the rain had hit its peak, the town was still 
in a state of distress.  I saw many homes that had been completely evacuated because they were located 
next to a river which had completely overrun the banks, and literally ran through the house.  I also spent 
some time in a rescue center where volunteers handed out food and clothing to local folk that had been 
affected.  Honestly, it was a pretty disturbing way to start the trip.  I said a lot of prayers that night. 
 
Crew Leader 
 While I did know the lay of the land at the folklife center and several of the personnel from our 
trip in April, little did I know the treasure that was waiting for me in the form of the team from St Paul’s 
UCC from Fleetwood, PA.  The first person I met was their Associate Pastor, John Folk.  John is a young 
man with unlimited energy, amazing talent and a true love for mission work with young adults.  His mis-
sion team was comprised of 35 teenagers and about 6 adults.  When all of the kids were in the same 
room together, it was like being in the middle of a tornado of youthful energy, pure excitement and the 
holy spirit all wrapped up in one. 
We spent the next 4 days together, knee deep in a home cleanup job that would make even the        

strongest adults cringe.  But these kids just dove in with absolute           
determination and commitment to the goal of serving joyfully.  I watched 
one teenage girl - Kenzie - spend 2-1/2 hours trying to clean a deep fryer - 
and I kid you not, she did it with a smile.  I worked side-by-side with two 
other young ladies cleaning a kitchen that looked like it hadn't been 
cleaned in years - they laughed and joked the entire time.  We sorted and 
boxed literally hundreds of articles of clothing that had built up into giant 
piles in every corner you looked.  We steam cleaned carpets, scrubbed 
bathroom tubs, toilets and showers until they sparkled.  In the end, we 

helped a single mom, Tammy - the grandmother, Jacob and Emily reclaim a home that had just gotten 
away from them.  
 
Spreading Our Love 
 During this trip, I had the opportunity to spend a lot of time with members of the board of           
directors for the ASFC.  They are all dedicated, passionate, social justice advocates.  When I handed over 
our donation check, they were overwhelmed with gratitude.  Our donation will go a long way to             
implementing some much needed upgrades to the facility, and will help buy supplies for projects that 
benefit the local community. 
 I took Tim Mainland (one of the ASFC BOD members) with me to the Open Heart Ministries.  It 
was right around lunch time, so they were a little busy.  Paula - the energetic leader of this ministry       
dedicated to helping homeless people - was sitting with a young woman who looked upset and              
anxious.  The woman had 3 little children that ranged from 8 months to about 3 years old. 
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Memorial Gifts    
   

General Memorial Fund: 
An anonymous contribution  

honoring and thanking  
Alison Weaver for her years  

of being the Church Moderator  
 ~~~~~~ 

In memory of Bill Byam 
and all he did for our Church  

as well as many other  
worthy efforts in Bedford 

from Doris S. Weber 

               With Sympathy 

      To Barbara Byam and family  
on the passing of Bill Byam 

on Friday, July 8, 2016 
~~~~~ 

To David & Cathy Gray and family 
on the passing of David’s mother 

Elizabeth W. Gray 
on Thursday, July 14, 2016 

~~~~~ 
To Greg & Betsy Cogliano and family 

on the passing of Greg’s mother 
Grace J. Cogliano 

on Sunday, August 14, 2016 

Tim and I ordered lunch, chatted with some of the other folks there, and    
finally Paula came over and sat down with us.  I told her all about our Fall 
Fair, and how many people from our congregation worked for many long 
hours to put on this fundraiser, then I slowly slid the check across the table, 
and told her that we all had decided to provide Open Heart with a big dona-
tion from our earnings to help push their ministry forward.  She took one 
look at the check and broke down crying.  We couldn't get her to stop.  After 
a few minutes she finally composed herself, and smiled and said "Praise       

Jesus, I can't believe your timing.  God truly delivered you to us in our hour of need".  Those were her exact 
words.  Turns out, they needed just a little bit more money to finish off the house that we visited when 
we were there in April. 
 It also turns out the woman with the 3 children was homeless, had been living in a shelter, and had 
nowhere else to go.  We all looked over at the lady and started laughing hysterically.  The woman thought 
we were all nuts.  And then Paula explained to her what had just happened.  Now I am convinced that we 
just witnessed a real live miracle right in front of our eyes, and we (as in we, the entire congregation of 
First Church of Christ Congregational Bedford) were part of making that miracle possible.  Praise Jesus is 
right! 
 After that insane experience, I drove a shell shocked Tim over to the Wade Center for the final 
round. We had a great visit with Miss Paige - the most amazing leader of this school for “at risk”             
children.  We got to see a brand new bunk room that they had just built – a project done by one of the 
groups from ASFC just a few weeks earlier.  We saw children playing with the new playground equipment 
Terry Gerrish sent down as the first part of our donation.  And, at the end of the tour, we went back to 
Paige's office and handed off our donation check.  She looked at us in disbelief.  “You folks are just too 
generous”.   Another little miracle from the amazing First Church of Christ in Bedford. 
 I thank you all for allowing me to be an ambassador for our congregation.  We are all in this          
together. As our new program year begins, I look forward to even more opportunities for us to Welcome 
All, Grow in Faith and Joyfully Serve.       ~ Rick Burke 

Thank You 
Thank you for the cards, donations, prayers, and support during this difficult time.  An especially big Thank You to 
all of you who pitched in and contributed in various ways on a hot mid-summer day to create a beautiful collation in 
memory of Bill.  This is very much appreciated and will be remembered by our family:   
        ~ Barbara, Bonnie, Scott, Jane, Emily, and Julia Byam 

           God bless you all! 
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July 2016 Cabinet Meeting Highlights 

General Discussion:  We discussed the plan to clear the calendar this year, taking time to listen for God to speak to 
us and guide us.   

Christian Nurture Board:  They chose units for fall; talked about retreats and about activities during February 
break; discussed having a Parents’ Night Out; talked about reading the Bible with children, how to minister to el-
ders, and how to visit those not known well to us. 

Outreach: Nancy McKinney and Mary Criscione are co-chairing Outreach.  Plans are being made to have more    
communication regarding our mission trips and where the funds we donated are going. We suggested including 
more articles in the newsletters, Constant Contacts, and on the website. 

Stewardship:  Current projects are:  Replacing the five toilets near UFH, looking into a keyless entry system for 
some doors . Working with the Selectmen regarding our sign behind the church.  And we are working with the 
town    regarding the easement in front of the church for Town “Safe Route to School” project. 

Deacons:  The summer schedule is complete.  New members continue to be trained.  Deacons are planning a       
retreat for Saturday, September 10th.   

Pastor:  Summer worship is going well.  While John is on vacation the end of July and beginning of August, Terry 
Gerrish and Carrie Swayne-Gerrish will each lead a Sunday.  Rick Burke volunteered for a week this summer at the 
Appalachian South Folklife Center. He presented fall fair proceed checks to 3 agencies. 

John met with Kathy Register about how to communicate our new mission statement.  We thought it was reasona-
ble to hire a graphic designer and suggested getting two or three people to meet with the graphic designer.   

 Our next meeting is Wednesday, August 10th at 7:15 p.m. 

~Susan Wingfield, Scribe/Clerk Pro-Tem 

August 2016 Cabinet Meeting Highlights 

General Discussion:  The Church received a $1,000 donation from Juliet Hill’s estate. Discussion continued on how 
to move forward in the planning phase of events for the calendar. A planning meeting will be scheduled for after 
worship on Sunday, September 18th with lunch.  
Christian Nurture Board:  No members present. No report. 
Outreach: No meetings over the summer. Reviewed members of the Board. Planning a kick off meeting for end of 
August. 
Stewardship: Toilets near UFH have been replaced. Hallway carpets and some office carpets were cleaned. The 
sign for behind the church was approved by the Selectmen. Investigating a keyless coded entry system for the 
main entrances to the building.  Considering removing the wooden ramp at the entrance to the front of the Sanctu-
ary and direct people to use the Vestry door with the lift. 
Deacons: No report. 
Treasurer: We ended FY16 with a net loss of $56,815. A final disbursement was received from Loryne Koebele’s Es-
tate of $30,162.04.Rick Burke hand delivered the outreach checks to West Virginia: $4,500 to Appalachian South 
Folklife Center, $2,750 to Open Heart Ministries and $1,240.91 to Wade Center.  
Pastor:  Thank you to all who helped with Bill Byam’s Memorial Service and Collation. Planning a Bible Top 40 and 
Bible Studies for the Fall working with Kate and Susan Capestro. Looking to involve more laity in every aspect of 
worship, if you are interested, let Pastor John know. Sunday School with be involved throughout the year in wor-
ship to contribute what they learned from a scripture story we are covering in worship that day. Intending to do an 
“Old Testament/New Testament 101” series during Wonderful Wednesdays (one Wednesday per month) Putting 
together results from Bible Study surveys. Planning a presentation on the last Mission Trip for a Sunday in Septem-
ber. Need to start thinking about Giving Campaign and need people interested in helping out. Still looking for a 
graphic designer to help with a logo and a snappy design for the mission statement. Hoping to have a banner with 
the mission statement ready for Homecoming. Cookout on Homecoming Sunday will need setup/clean up helpers 
and “grill-meisters”. 
 Our next meeting is: Tuesday, September 6th at 7:15 p.m.                                     ~Rick Burke, Scribe/Clerk Pro-Tem 
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~ September 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step Wom-

en) (Room 4) 

2 
Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

3 
6a AA (UFH) 

  

4 
6a AA (UFH) 

9:30a Worship (Koebele 

Music Chapel) 

  

5 Labor Day 
Office Closed 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

6 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

7:15p Cabinet (Vestry) 

  

7 
6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (Vestry) 

8 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step Wom-

en) (Room 4) 

7:30p Adult Choir (Music 

Room) 

9 
Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

10 
6a AA (UFH) 

  

11 
HOMECOMING 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (Vestry) 

9a Adult Choir (Music 

Room) 

10a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11:30a Homecoming 

Cookout (Outside/UFH/

K) 

12 
October Newsletter 

Deadline 

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(Music Room) 

  

13 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Women's Fellow-

ship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

14 
6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (Vestry) 

6p Wonderful Wednes-

day (ALL) 

  

15 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step Wom-

en) (Room 4) 

  

16 
Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

17 
Bedford Day 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

18 
6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (Vestry) 

8:30a Adult Choir (Music 

Room) 

10a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11:30a Nurture Board 

(Youth Room) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(Music Room) 

11:30a Living into Our 

Mission Lunch (UFH) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(Music Room) 

19 
6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(Music Room) 

  

20 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

  

21 
6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (Vestry) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(Music Room) 

  

22 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step Wom-

en) (Room 4) 

7:30p Adult Choir (Music 

Room) 

  

23 
Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

  

24 
6a AA (UFH) 

25 
6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (Vestry) 

9a Adult Choir (Music 

Room) 

10a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11:30a Youth Choir Plus 

(Music Room) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(Music Room) 

26 
6a AA (UFH) 

7p Bedford Grange 

(Vestry) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(Music Room) 

  

27 
6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

7p Women's Fellowship 

(Vestry) 

7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 

  

28 
6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (Vestry) 

6p Wonderful Wednes-

day (ALL) 

  

29 
6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step Wom-

en) (Room 4) 

  

30 
Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 
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The First Church of Christ, Congregational 
25 The Great Road 
Bedford, MA 01730-2192 
 
“Address Service Requested” 

 

Non Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Bedford, MA 

Permit #18 

Please let us know if you change your address. 
If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box 
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

The Newsletter is published on a regular basis in the interests of the program, ministry, and fellowship of The First 
Church of Christ in Bedford.  The cost is defrayed from church budget and any individual contributions are welcome.  
Your contributions of articles and photos to the newsletter are deeply appreciated.   
Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is September 12, 2016  
Our next mailing is September 21, 2016.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ September Worship ~  
 
 
 

September 4, 2016 9:30 am  Communion  “Praying with Drums” Psalm 150 
             Koebele Music Chapel        Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 

 

September 11, 2016 10:00 am Homecoming  “Creation”   Genesis 1:1 - 2:3 
        Sanctuary         Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 
 
September 18. 2016 10:00 am    “Adam and Eve”  Genesis 2:15 - 3:24 
        Sanctuary         Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 
 
September 24, 2016 10:00 am    “Noah and the Ark”  Genesis 6-8 (selections) 
        Sanctuary         Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 




