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Five Things You Should Know  
About the Old Testament 

 

 This fall, our Bible Top 40         
worship series will be focusing on Old 

Testament Stories, and I will be supplementing this 
series at Wonderful Wednesdays, with my “Old 
Testament 101” series.  There is many misconcep-
tions that Christians have about the Old Testament 
that we will be addressing this fall.  With this in 
mind, I would like to offer a Top Five List.   
1.  The God of the Old Testament is the God of 
the New Testament.  If I had a nickel for every time 
someone said to me, “I prefer the New Testament 
God of love over the Old Testament God of judg-
ment.”  I hate to tell you, but this is the same God.  
The Old Testament God is a God of love.  God cre-
ated the world and humanity out of pure love.  
God gave humanity freedom out of love.  God lib-
erated the Israelites from Egyptian slavery out of 
love.  Despite all the whining and complaining, the 
arrogance and defiance of God’s people, God nev-
er abandons them.  The Old Testament calls God’s 
love “steadfast.”  That means a love that never 
gives up on people.  This is a God who cares and 
forgives and answers the cries of the people no 
matter how far astray they have gone.  And if you 

Filling the Calendar 
 

 In June, at our Annual Meeting, we formally 
made “Welcome All, Grow in Faith, Joyfully Serve” our 
Mission Statement.  The next question is “what now?”  
With this in mind, a decision was made at the Meeting 
to “clear the calendar” for the next church year, and 
discern what activities and ministries God is calling us to 
do.  We spent the summer months discerning this very 
question.  We looked at the events and ministries we 
already do.  We also came up with exciting new poten-
tial events and ministries. 
 All of this was brought together at a special 
event after church on September 18th.  After lunch, 
each person who had an interest in a particular event or 
ministry got up and talked about their vision of what 
that event looked like.  Then we asked questions, 
talked and discerned.  As a result we have a year of ac-
tivities and ministries, some old, some new, some trans-
formed.  Here’s just a few of the things that were 
brought up: 
 

• Instead of having a Fall Fair, expand the Turkey       
Dinner and then have a “West Virginia Mission Cele-
bration” in January. 

• Organize a Church Family Retreat for February. 

• Have a bi-weekly Bible Study on the first and third    
        Wednesdays of the month. 

• Do a “Spiritual Story Corp” where church members 
       and friends record a conversation about their             
       spiritual journey. 

• A Mission Trip to West Virginia at the end of June 
       for both youth and adults. 

• A variety of short-term mission opportunities  
        throughout the year, like Cradles to Crayons 

• A Visitation Ministry 

• Some classic Spring traditions: The Rummage Sale,      
        Variety Show and the Strawberry Festival. 
 

Look for further details about these and other new ide-
as in this and future newsletters, and let us know if you 
are interested in participating in any of these ministries. 
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Pastor continued from page 1 

want judgement, just read a few condemnations 
that Jesus saves for people in the gospels.  If you 
read them carefully, you will not see a “gentle    
Jesus, meek and mild.” 
2. Christians need to read the Old Testament.  
The fact is that Jesus was a Jewish rabbi, who 
probably had the entire Old Testament memo-
rized (yes, all of it!).  Paul, the other great New 
Testament writer began his life as a devout Phari-
see, one of the most devout sects of Judaism.  He, 
too, probably had the entire Old Testament mem-
orized. You cannot understand Jesus or Paul with-
out understanding their religious roots, their tradi-
tion. 
3. Jesus’ message does not replace the Old Tes-
tament.  On the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 
“I have not come to abolish the Law and the 
Prophets (i.e., the Old Testament), but to fulfill it.  
Jesus’ message is completely in line with the Old 
Testament.  In many ways, he, like so many other 
Old Testament prophets, called the Jewish people 
back to the heart of their faith. 
4. The Old Testament was written by many writ-
ers with many different points of view.  If you 
read the Old Testament closely, you will realize 
that many stories are told twice, sometimes three 
times.  In Genesis 1, there is one account of Crea-
tion, only to be followed in Genesis 2 with another 
account.  The history of Israel’s kings are told first 
in the book of Kings and then in the book of 
Chronicles.  All these points of view often conflict 
with one another, yet those who compiled these 
books included all of them.  This is a faith of a peo-
ple open to seeing things in different ways.  There 
is no one official story, no one official way of be-
lieving.  The truth is found somewhere in be-
tween.  
5. The Old Testament is brutally honest. There 
are many faiths that will “airbrush” their religious 
leaders and saints.  The Old Testament is not inter-
ested in this.  It wants to paint of picture of wom-
en and men in their full humanity.  The characters 
are a complicated mixture good and bad, some-
times totally devout and loving, other times 
greedy and self-serving.  They can be compassion-
ate on one day and vengeful on the next.  They 
sometimes get God’s message right and some-
times just don’t get it.  God often chooses, conniv-

ing, two-faced people to be the main characters in 
working out a major plan of redemption.  Through 
it all, God works with these people, transforming 
them into deeper, more faith, more loving and 
peaceful souls. 
 As we move through the Old Testament 
this fall, let us keep some of these in the back of 
our head.  Hopefully, this will keep us open to re-
ceive the truth, the power and the relevance that 
the Old Testament can offer us today.  

      ~ Pastor John 

A Call For Lay Worship Leaders 
 Last month, Pastor John made a “pitch” for 
a team of lay people to assist in leading Sunday 
morning worship.  Terry Gerrish did an amazing job 
on Homecoming Sunday, working with Pastor 
John in just about every aspect of worship.   Yet 
not all people need to do as much as Terry - you 
could do as much or as little as you want to.  Or 
you can do something different.  How about 
spending 5 minutes in worship talking about what 
First Church means to you or how you have deep-
ened you spiritual journey over the years?  If you 
are interested in any of this, please feel free to 
speak to Pastor John – he’d be delighted to work 
with you! 

Bruegger’s Coffee and Bible Study 
 Pastor John will be continuing “Coffee and 
Conversation” at Bruegger’s Bagels on Great Road.   
On Tuesday, he will be there from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.   Just like last year, he will be available to 
talk about anything you want: faith, Red Sox,  
weather or anything else on your mind.  On Thurs-
days from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., John is doing a 
“drop-in” Bible Study session at 10:00 a.m.    We 
had a great time last year going through the       
Gospel of Mark, with lots of great discussion on 
the book itself, the world Jesus lived in, and the 
history leading up to the gospel.  But we are not 
through yet!    Our Thursday Bruegger’s study is an 
open, introductory Bible Study – no prior 
knowledge of the Bible is needed – just an open 
and curious mind, and all the questions that always 
were curious about.  Please feel free to come any 
Thursday and bring a friend!   
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New Member Sunday 
 From what we can see, there are quite a few 
friends of our church who might like to become       
members of our community of faith.  If you are interest-
ed in joining the church, we ask you to fill out a yellow 
membership application, available in the Narthex and 
Vestry, or by calling the church office.  We will be hold-
ing a service  welcoming new members during worship 
on     Sunday, November 6th . To prepare for this day 
and answer any of your questions, we are scheduling 
two new member session on Sunday, October 16th  and  
Sunday, October 23rd , shortly after morning  worship.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Pastor John. 

  Wonderful Wednesday 
 After a great start last month, we are looking 
forward to two excellent Wonderful Wednesdays on 
October 12th and 26th.  As usual, we will gather for a deli-
cious meal at 6 p.m. followed by a program at around 7 
p.m.   
 On Wednesday, October 12th, we will be contin-
uing the Bible Basics series, “Old Testament 101: Every-
thing you wanted to know but were afraid to ask.” 
 On Wednesday, October 26th

 , we will welcome 
the LGBT Asylum Support Taskforce to Wonderful 
Wednesday. Rev. Judy Hanlon along with a few asylum 
seekers from Uganda and Jamaica will join us for dinner 
and a presentation about the LGBT Asylum Support 
Taskforce a ministry of Hadwen Park Congregational 
Church. Come learn about the asylum process and ways 
our congregation can help people fleeing danger. Come 
learn how one church is living its mission and ministry. 

65th Annual Turkey Dinner 
and 

WV Mission Fair Kick-Off! 
 

As our brainstorming session 
on Sunday, September 18th 

drew to a close, a new idea      percolated to com-
bine our paired down Fall Fair with a souped up 
Turkey Dinner on a new date!  As we strive to live 
out our mission to “Welcome All, Grow in Faith, 
and Joyfully Serve”, I believe the annual Turkey 
Dinner does just that.  It certainly is an event that 
welcomes everyone from the community as we 
sit down together and give thanks for the deli-
cious meal that we at First Church joyfully serve.  
Since energy resources are limited, and hosting 
the two big fall events separately was losing 
ground, the idea of combining the two events 
took hold.  The   general idea is to serve the din-
ner on the main floor of UFH, have goods and 
services auction on the stage, handicrafts, pot-
holders, and possibly some yuletide treasures in 
the library and parlor, home-baked goods and 
pies in the vestry, and children’s activities in LFH.  
There are still many details to be worked out, but 
the thought was to open the fair portion at 4 pm, 
close down around 5:30 pm to seat for dinner, 
and open again from 7-8 or 8:30 pm for after    
dinner browsing. 
 So spread the word and bring your family 
and friends to feast in Upper Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, October 29th at 6:00 pm and browse 
the Fall Fair booths before and after dinner!   
Enjoy succulent roast turkey, savory stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, salad, vegetables, and hot 
rolls and butter, but be sure save room for      
dessert – homemade apple or pumpkin pie!  The 
fun, food, and fellowship can’t be beat. 
 Tickets are $13/adult and $7/child under 12.  
You may purchase tickets after church on         
October 16th and 23rd or by calling the church 
office at 781-275-7951. 
 So, if you have a few hours to spare to 
help with advertising, selling tickets, food prep, 
serving, or set up or clean up, call Dotty Blake at 
781-275-0196 or email at cpodot@gmail.com. 
Thanks! 

Pie Baking, Wednesday, October 19 at 5:00 pm 
Soup Dinner provided 

 All are welcome to our annual apple pie making 
evening on Wednesday, October 19 at 5:00 pm.  Come 
for as long or as little as you can.  We need all the wash-
ers, peelers, mixers, cutters, rollers and crimpers that 
we can get!  We are also looking for homemade pie 
crusts since this streamlines the process.  Soup dinner 
will be provided. 
 We will prepare pies for the Turkey Dinner and 
NEW THIS YEAR  - we will take pre-orders for pies that 
will be available for pick up the evening of pie baking 
through Turkey Dinner.  There will be a limited number 
of frozen pies for sale at the Turkey Dinner so pre-
ordering is the only way to ensure that there will be a 
pie for you!  To pre-order, contact Carol Jamison 
(ctjamison@aol.com) or Allyson Printz 
(allyson@printzfamily.us). 
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Christian Nurture 

Thank you for all of your love and      
support surrounding the arrival of my 
son Jacob. I have truly appreciated your 
cards and your kind words. As I think 

about the church year, I am excited about all of our 
new and old ministries opportunities this year. 
Wiping clean the calendar and starting fresh has 
led to lots of energetic conversations. I look         
forward to working with you as we live into the 
church year. I am especially excited to see how we 
can incorporate children, youth, and families into 
our events giving the entire church an opportunity 
to joyfully serve, grow in faith, and welcome all   
together.                                               ~ Kate Byers 

Faith at Home 
Last month, I asked you to figuring out your 

family’s current scripture reading practices. How 
did it go? Is your family engaging scripture more or 
less than you expected? What are your family’s ob-
stacles? Are there tools your family needs? A few 
families have approached me and said “can I bar-
row a bible for my family?” The short answer is yes 
of course. The longer answer is about more than 
just bibles. 

The church has a wonderful selection of 
books in our Library. There are books for people of 
all ages and all stages of faith development. Topics 
range from Bible stories to books on grief and loss 
(for all ages). If you haven’t been in the library re-
cently, I encourage you to take a look. My guess is 
you will find a book that meets a current spiritual 
need. To encourage our children to use the library 
books, there is a small bookshelf outside the sanc-
tuary door. The children’s books in this bookshelf 
rotate throughout the year. Right now this book 
shelf is stocked with books about creation, peace, 
and race. Hopefully this will provide your family 
with a few tools to connect Church School to home 
and to reflect on the summer’s big news stories. In 
mid-October, the books will change. The little small 
bookshelf will focuses on the Battle of Jericho and 
faithfulness. While not bibles these books are 
amazing faith formation tools. They pull scripture 
into an easy to access medium. It is great to read 
the bible with your kids. It is also wonderful to read 
a children’s book about a bible story with beautiful 

illustrations with your children. Both tools bring 
scripture to life and bring scripture into your family 
life. I encourage you to check out the bookshelf on 
your way to coffee hour. 

In addition to the library, the church has 
many different bibles most of which can easily go 
home with your family for a period of time. In the 
nursery we have bible stories focused on very 
young children. In my office I have multiple story 
book bibles for pre-school and early elementary 
kids. We also have a selection of children and 
youth bibles that stay truer to scripture for our old-
er elementary school aged kids. There are “adult 
Bibles” all over the church for high school students 
and adults of all ages. Let’s have a conversation 
about a few bibles for your family to try out. Then 
a little later in the year, Nurture will ensure that 
every Church School student has a developmental-
ly appropriate Bible of their very own. 

Youth Group for 2016-2017 

Middle School:  Stay tuned to your email for       
October and  November events. 
High School: Join Kate for dinner and conversation 
on Sunday October 23 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Our meeting will be inspired by Living the Ques-
tions: The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity by 
David M. Felten and Jeff Procter-Murphy. This 
book provides a primer to a church movement 
that  encourages every Christian to “live the ques-
tions” instead of “forcing the answers.” Living the     
Questions encourages readers to think about    
challenging questions that intersect with popular 
cultures without trying to teach answers. Confab 
Plus meetings will explore many of the questions 
raised by the authors. The majority of this work 
will occur through conversation. We will turn to 
brief readings, video clips, news paper articles, and 
other media to get our conversations started. 
There is no prep work, you do not need to pur-
chase or read the book, you just need to come pre-
pared to share your personal convictions.  

Deacon’s Offering  
on October 2, 2016 is for  
United Church of Christ  

Neighbors in Need 
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Memorial Gifts    
General Memorial Fund 

In memory of Max Underwood: 
Doris Webber 

Ken & Pat Konkle 

               With Sympathy 
      To Loraine Tomeh and family 
  on the passing of Loraine’s mother 

Carol Lutz Norquist 
on Monday, September 5, 2016     

Church School 
Pre-School and Elementary School:  For the first half of October, our children will continue studying Ad-
am and Eve. Through drama and music, children will learn about our relationship to God. As the kids learn 
about “the first sin,” they will learn that we all make mistakes, that God forgive us, and that God always 
loves us. In the middle of October, we will turn our attention to the Battle of Jericho. During this unit kids 
will learn about our need for God, about God’s involvement in our lives, and about faithful obedience 
(which is different than do what I say obedience). In October we will explore the battle of Jericho trough 
art, games, and cooking. 
 

Middle School:  In October middle schoolers will think about the spiritual practice of giving and receiving 
hospitality. This unit pairs nicely with the upcoming holiday season, with our mission statement, and with 
the Bible top 40 theme. In the ancient near east, hospitality was crucial for survival. Many bible stories 
like Abraham and Sarah being visiting by angels and the Good Samaritan have hospitality as a central 
theme. Youth will explore what it means to give and receive hospitality today while also learning about 
what it meant to give and receive hospitality during Biblical times. The curriculum says “Hospitality is the 
intentional and respectful care of both the potential and the gathered community with its diverse and 
ever-changing hopes, dreams, fears and needs. Extending God’s extravagant welcome requires expan-
sion and adjustment of the physical space and the interior space of individuals. To be truly hospitable, in-
dividuals must be personally centered in God’s grace for themselves and others. While respecting bound-
aries, hospitality requires suspending territories, prejudices and judgment to establish welcome space for 
all. Hospitality is a radical broadening of individual worldview to welcome people outside of current expe-
rience. Receiving hospitality can be more challenging than offering it. Hospitality must be experienced, 
modeled and practiced as a continuing expression of faith.” In other words hospitality means welcoming 
all, growing in faith, and joyfully serving.  
 

Teach:  Would you like to work with our children and youth this year? Head over the sign up genius to 
sign up to teach Church School or volunteer in the nursery. If you want to work with our youth or volun-
teer in a different way, talk to Kate. There are lots of big and small ways to help our children and youth 
grow in faith. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49aaab22a6f49-sunday2 

Donate Sunday Worship Flowers 
 Enjoy the beauty of your and others' donations 
each week as a beautiful part of our worship togeth-
er.  Flowers can be donated in memory of a loved one 
or just because the Spirit moves you! 
 The Flower donation list for October 2016 to 
June 2017 is posted on the Bulletin Board in the Vestry 
or you can signup online by going to  this link: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e49aaab22a6f49
-flowers 
 How does it work?  

• Pick a Sunday 

• Provide information for the worship          
bulletin.  (example: Given by _____ in loving 
memory of____)  

• Let us know if you have a color preference.  

• Make a donation to First Church of Christ, 
flower fund.  

We will order flowers for you unless you specifically tell 
us you want to take care of things yourself.   

Coffee Hour 
 Is making coffee a Ministry? Absolutely! Coffee 
hour after church is as important as anything else we do 
as a church.  Where else do you get to check in with 
your church friends, deepen your relationships and   
create a stronger sense of “joyful fellowship?” Please 
sign up to help on the bulletin board in the Vestry or 
online at this link: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0e49aaab22a6f49-coffee 
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Music Notes 
Your Ideas:  The choir, handbell choirs, 
youth choir and “youth plus” choir are in 
full swing. Our upcoming “October sur-
prise” relates to an instrument that can 

make you feel like dancing, rather than politics. With 
the church year well underway, our music looks for 
ways to support our mission of welcome all, grow in 
faith, serve joyfully. Along that vein, do you have any 
ideas for us? I’d really look forward to hearing them! 
 

Music Workstation:  The Music office is now fully 
equipped with a music workstation. Just add your    
laptop, iPad, or other compatible device that has music 
software you like to use. You plug it into the           
workstation’s MIDI interface, which is connected to a 
sound module and keyboard controller. You’ll hear 
sound come from the amp. Everything’s on one power 
switch on the floor. If I’m not there, Suzie has a key, so 
please feel free to use this resource! 
 

Pretty Please With Sugar on Top and a Cherry:  On  
behalf of the choir, I’d like to make a plea for more  
altos. And, another tenor would be wonderful. What is 
it like, to sing? Perhaps recounting a bit of my check-
ered singing past might shed some light on this      
question and be of some comfort. 
 

I started singing in choirs when I was 5, in a small    
cherub choir at church, with people I’m still friends 
with on FB: Dana, Barbara, Susette (my cousin) and 
Melita Ann. Sometimes the minister’s son would also 
sing with us. This is dated - but our favorite was         

Onward Christian Soldiers. We must have been a bit 
older when we sang the descant; it went up to high G, 
which we loved! Singing a high G always seemed fairly 
effortless, that is, before I took up horn. 
 

Why horn? The horn (actually more German than 
French) is a beast of an instrument. I love it, however, 
you have to be either really crazy, or really faithful to 
play it!! Its upper-register harmonics are so contiguous, 
you “aim and pray” for a desired note. Many horn play-
ers have an affinity for the outdoors (it was originally 
developed by hunters on horseback). Or, perhaps 
they’re drawn to those especially poignant moments in 
movies, you know, when that ever-so-noble horn solo 
wells up in the background.  
 

After many years of playing horn, some quite success-
ful, fast forward to last year. I thought, “Why struggle 
with this blasted instrument?” Thinking I had found the 
ideal solution, I decided to sing more. Why, I’d even 
take lessons, learn how to sing better. Then, worries 

would be banished. No precarious instrument would 
stand in the way of my musical intentions ever again! 
Perfect, right? 
 

Wrong! The human voice IS an instrument. If there ever 
was a wonky one, subject to all types of factors,        
variables, the weather, etc., the voice is it. After a few 
months of lessons, I wondered if I’d ever “sing willy-
nilly” again, that is, without thinking about breath    
support, relaxing my tongue or jaw, or having the exact 
vowel (very different from the muscles required for 
horn-playing)...without heed of overdoing consonants 
that impede vowels....disregarding whether the vibra-
tion of any given note seems to buzz in my soft palate, 
nose, roof of my mouth, etc. Not thinking about any of 
those things, and simply do what I used to do, and just 
sing. Just sing, for no other reason, just for the pure 
delight of singing. 
 

This is what we’d like you to know: that is mostly what 
we do in choir. In choir, we sing for the joy of singing - 
together! How great is that? We think it’s a fantastic 
way to spend a Thursday evening. Yes, we sing interest-
ing warm ups, some quite silly and funny, to prepare us 
to sing and/or sound a certain way. But for the most 
part, we are singing for the pure love of singing, for the 
pure love of God, for the pure joy of it. Would you like 
to be a part of that? Come “sing willy-nilly” with us! 
 

Music Rehearsals Schedule: 
Sunday 10/2 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 10/2 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 10/2 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm- 12:30 pm 
Monday 10/3 - Jubilee Ringers 7:30 pm 
Thursday 10/6 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm 
Sunday 10/9 - Adult Choir 9 am 
Sunday 10/9 - Youth Choir 11:30 am- 12:00 pm 
Sunday 10/9 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm- 12:30 pm 
Monday 10/10 - no bell rehearsal (Columbus Day) 
Thursday 10/13 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 10/16 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 10/16 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 10/16 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm- 12:30 pm 
Monday 10/17 - Jubilee Ringers 7:30 pm 
Thursday 10/20 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm 
Sunday 10/23 - Adult Choir 9 am 
Sunday 10/23 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 10/23 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 10/24 - Jubilee Ringers 7:30 pm 
Thursday 10/27 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 10/30 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 10/30 - "Youth Choir Plus" Rehearsal 11:30am - 
12:00 pm 
Sunday 10/30 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 

~ Susan Capestro, Music Director 
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Women’s Fellowship:  
Domestic Violence Awareness  

 Domestic violence thrives when we lack 
knowledge. In observance of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, our Women’s Fellowship/Soul 
Sisters (WFSS) October meeting will focus on 
learning more about violence in the home.  
 Join us at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 25, in the 
Vestry for a presentation by our own Barb Davis, 
B.S.N., R.N., to learn about the dynamics of domes-
tic violence, its hidden injuries, and resources for 
those seeking help and support.   
All church women are invited. Bring a friend or 
neighbor!  

~ Allyson Printz (allyson@printzfamily.us) 

~ Kathy Register (registerk11@gmail.com)  

About Our Church Gardens 

 It has been a joy to work in our church gar-
dens this summer!   Several of us gathered most 
Friday mornings to weed and water, taking time 
once in awhile for refreshments, laughter, and get-
ting to know each other better.  Because it was 
such a hot and dry summer, a couple of us also 
made several trips during the week to water the 
back and side gardens. 
 The shade garden in the back corner was 
simple to maintain, and required very little weed-
ing.  But there was a big difference between the 
begonias we planted there and the ones we plant-
ed under the sign in front of the church.  The ones 
in front were large and the ones in back remained 
small, probably because the area is becoming filled 
with roots from nearby trees once again, and we 
think some were nibbled by a critter. 
 You may have noticed that the shrubbery 

under the Music Room windows, and some under 
the Vestry windows, got hit hard from the cold 
winter and dry summer.   The landscapers trimmed 
them.  Then after we removed the dead branches, 
we realized the bushes did not look great, but we 
see new growth slowly emerging. 
 This summer, as always, we planted the 
leftover Easter lilies under the Vestry window and 
in the front gardens, and enjoyed watching some 
of them bloom a second time!  And for this year 
only, we rescued the leftover plants from Nurture 
Sunday.  We planted some near the rhododendron 
in front of the Vestry, some near the entrance to 
Upper Fellowship Hall, some by the fence sur-
rounding the dumpster, and a few in the front gar-
den.  Some thrived and some did not. 
 We are thankful to the landscapers who 
added extra mulch for us under the kitchen and 
the church windows to help keep those weeds 
away.  Soon, we hope the drought will end and 
cooler weather will arrive. Nat Brown and New 
England Nurseries have offered to donate and 
plant some shrubs and ornamental grasses under 
the church windows by the driveway.  A big thank 
you to them for doing this!! 
 One of our biggest challenges this summer 
was getting rid of the thousands of aphids that 
suddenly appeared on the annuals in the urns.  We 
initially thought we would just have to throw the 
plants away and get new ones.  We first applied an 
insecticide that eliminated a few of the aphids.  
Then we found success after several applications 
of a homemade solution of water, Dawn soap, and 
Canola oil.   
 Thank you to Nancy McKinney, Carol 
Jamison, and Judy Watkins who helped all summer 
and into the fall with watering, weeding, and dead-
heading our plants.  And thank you to Barb Davis 
who was able to help us with some planting and 
trimming a couple of times earlier this season.   
The gardens in front of the church remain beautiful 
not only because of our care, but mainly because 
of the in ground sprinkler system that saved us an 
enormous amount of time.  
 Before winter, we will be cleaning up the 
flower beds and planning for next spring.  Anyone 
interested in joining our team, please contact me 
at susanw1@verizon.net or 781-275-9389. 

~Susan Wingfield 
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Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is September 12, 2016  
Our next mailing is September 21, 2016.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ October Worship ~  
 
 
 

October 2, 2016 10:00 am  Communion  “The Call of Abram”  Genesis 12: 1-9 
                         Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 
 
October 9, 2016 10:00 am    TBD 
 
 
October 16, 2016 10:00 am    “Jacob and Esau”  Genesis 25: 19-24 

              Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 
 
October 23, 2016 10:00 am    “Joseph and His Brothers” Genesis 37 (selections) 

              Rev. John Castricum & Terry Gerrish 
 
October 30, 2016 10:00 am    “Exodus from Egypt”  Exodus 3 (selections)

             Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 



~ October 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

6a AA (UFH) 

 

2  

COMMUNION 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Deacons 

Meeting (UFH) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

3  

Poland Springs Delivery 

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

4  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Violence 

Prevention Committee 

(Vestry) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

7:15p Cabinet (Vestry) 

 

5  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step 

Women) (Room 4) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

7  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

8  

6a AA (UFH) 

9  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

10 Columbus Day 

November Newsletter 

Deadline 

Office Closed 

6a AA (UFH) 

11  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Women's 

Fellowship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

12  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

13  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step 

Women) (Room 4) 

14  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

15  

6a AA (UFH) 

16  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a New Member 

Info Session (Lib) 

11:30a Nurture Board 

(YR) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

17  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

18  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

 

19  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(MR) 

5p Pie Baking (K/V) 

7p Outreach Board (L) 

 

20  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step 

Women) (Room 4) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

 

21  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

22  

6a AA (UFH) 

23  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a New Member 

Info Session (Lib) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

6:30p High School 

Youth Group (V) 

24  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

25  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (12 Step Men) 

(Room 5) 

7p Women's Fellowship 

(V) 

7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 

 

26  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

27  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (12 Step 

Women) (Room 4) 

 

28  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

29  

6a AA (UFH) 

6p Turkey Dinner (UFH) 

 

30  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

Plus (MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

31 Halloween 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

 

 




