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Pastor’s Message 
 
One thing that researchers of modern 
psychology, sociology and other social 
sciences think they have proven is that 

we are “caught”.  Sometimes, we think we are 
free, but we are not.  We are determined, con-
strained and restrained by a host of factors like 
birth, class, psychological disposition, genetic in-
heritance, upbringing, education, advertising and 
so forth.  We are caught in a tangled web of re-
straints that determine who we are and what we 
are capable of. 
 These researchers tell us, “you think that 
what you are thinking is what you want to think, 
but it isn’t.  It’s someone at work in your brain.  It’s 
unresolved baggage from your childhood that you 
still bear.  It’s your social and economic location 
pushing you here and pulling you there.” 
 In a world where we are told that the possi-
bility of true freedom is doubtful, that we are teth-
ered to a host of external controls, Easter is a coun-
ter-cultural claim.  Christians believe that some-
thing has happened in the world, namely the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, that unleashes an un-
tamed, unconstrained power upon the world.  It is 
a power that makes real change and genuine new-

Living into our Mission:   
Lunch and Discussion Sunday May 7th

 
  

 Last Summer we experimented with clearing 
the church calendar to allow time for  prayer and    
discernment so  we could best use our time and      
energies to fulfill our mission of Welcome All, Grow in 

Faith and Joyfully Serve.  For our 2017-2018 year, 
we're going to try a slightly different plan and have 
our scheduling meeting in the spring.  This will give 
us a little head start on activities we may want to 
schedule for the fall. 
 Join us for lunch on Sunday, May 7th at 11:30 
am as we start to sketch out our calendar for next 
year.  If you have an activity you'd like the church to 
do, bring your idea to the meeting.  If possible, 
please contact Alison Weaver
(alison_weaver@yahoo.com or 781-275-1478) to get 
on the agenda.    With more people helping to plan 
our projects and programs, we will be more likely to 
offer activities that will best serve God and our     
community. 

Christian Nurture 

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen!  

Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Easter is a wonderful church season. It 
is the time of year we get to focus on 

new life, new beginnings, resurrection, God alive 
in our world, and God’s extravagant love. It feels 
distinctly different than lent. Weather we gave 
things up for lent, took on new faith practices, or 
just passively observed the season; it is impossible 
not to notice the change. Instead of stories about 
human nature and God’s complicated nature, we 
have stories or resurrection, of triumph over evil, 
and of divine hope. For many this change is as wel-
come as the shift from winter to spring. It is not 
coincidental that we celebrate new life the same 
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Pastor continued from page 1 

ness possible. 
 The church is full of people whose very 
presence among the community of the faithful is 
proof of the power of Easter.  They are living ex-
amples of the way in which God keeps bringing life 
out of death, keeps making a way when there 
seemed to be no way.  These people can be an in-
spiration.  They can also be a threat to our culture. 
 I’ve got a friend who has been a pastoral 
counselor for nearly 30 years.  I asked him what he 
had learned in 30 years of listening to people and 
their problems.  “I have learned that people al-
most never, hardly ever change.”  “Wow, that’s 
got to be tough!”  I replied.  But then he added, 
“but sometimes they do.  And that’s enough to 
make you nervous!” 
 We are in the midst of the Easter season – 
eight weeks of celebrating the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ and proclaiming it to the world.  Our 
lives, transformed by the power of the resurrec-
tion proclaim this Good News as powerfully as any-
thing else.  The question is, does our world want 
to hear it, or does it want to just keep the status 
quo, even if that status quo might be miserable? 
 In the midst of these forces, in a world that 
tries to keep the status quo, let us be faithful, 
strong and courageous Easter people. 
     ~ Pastor John 

Visual Choir 
 

 We have assembled a very talented team of 
artists for our new “visual choir.”  The visual choir 
is a team that gathers to create banners and 
“installations” in our sanctuary.  We have already 
begun plans to create a banner based upon Pastor 
John’s “Bible Top 40” symbols in church.  If you are 
interested in any of these things, please talk to Pas-
tor John – he’d love to get you involved. 

“Bible Top 40” Bible Study 
 

 The  “Bible Top 40” Bible Study for the year 
concludes in May on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month (May 3rd) from 7 to 8:30 pm. and then re-
peat the next Thursday morning (May 4th) at 10 
a.m. at the local Bruegger’s Bagels on Great Road.  
The final Bible Studies will be on the 3rd Wednesday 
and Thursday, May 17th and 18th. 
 Each session will be covering the Bible pas-
sage that Pastor John will be preaching on the up-
coming Sunday.  We will be going through the his-
torical and religious background of these stories as 
well as seeing how they apply to our daily lives. 
 No prior knowledge or experience with the 
Bible is required.  All you need to bring is a Bible, 
your questions and an open mind.  Please come 
and give it a try!  It could really change the way you 
see the Bible and your life!  Feel free to talk to Pas-
tor John if you have any questions. 

Bruegger’s Coffee and Bible Study 
 

 Pastor John will be concluding the “Coffee 
and Conversation” for the year at Bruegger’s      
Bagels on Great Road.    
 On Tuesday, he will be there from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m.   He will be available to talk about any-
thing you want: faith, the Red Sox,  weather or any-
thing else on your mind.   
 On Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 
John is offering his “Bible Top 40” Bible Study.  
Feel free to drop in with your Bible, an open mind, 
and your questions about the Bible passages John 
is preaching on Sunday morning.   
 Look for the “Coffee and Conversation”    
series to resume in September. 

Summer Small Group Leaders 

 The Board of Christian Nurture is looking for 8 
to 10 people to facilitate small groups over the summer. 
Facilitating is fairly easy. There will be one facilitator 
meeting in June. You will be given a list of group mem-
bers and there contact information. Groups are encour-
aged to meet three times over the summer. Group facil-
itators are responsible for reaching out to their group 
and getting the conversation started. They are not re-
sponsible for all of the planning, organizing, and lead-
ing of group activities. Can you be one of our summer 
small group facilitators? If you are interested speak to 
Kate or send her an email: Kathryn.byers@gmail.com. 

          SAVE THE DATE… 

67th Annual Strawberry Festival 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

6:00 pm -8:00 pm at First Church 
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    May Deacons Offering for 
  Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell  

Sunday, May 7th 
 Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell (HFHGL) 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that works to 
strengthen families and communities through afforda-
ble homeownership opportunities. HFHGL works in 
partnership with corporations, like-minded community 
groups, faith-based organizations, and individual volun-
teers to develop communities with people in need by 
building and renovating simple, decent, energy effi-
cient, affordable homes. Not only do Habitat families 
pay for their homes through a monthly mortgage, they 
also put in between 225 and 450 hours of sweat equity 
prior to becoming homeowners. 
 Since its founding in 1991, HFHGL impacted the 
lives of 123 families.  HFHGL has built or renovated a 
total of 38 homes in Bedford, Billerica, Concord, Lowell, 
Reading, and Westford and completed 22 Critical Repair 
jobs for our Veterans and elderly.  In 2016, HFHGL cele-
brates 25 years of helping local and global families live 
in safe, affordable homes. Your donation to Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Lowell means we can do what we 

do best… Building and Repairing more homes for fami-
lies in need both locally in our communities and global-
ly. The May Deacons offering will take place on        
Sunday, May 7th.  

Wonderful Wednesday 
 

 Everyone is invited to join us for the last 
two Wonderful Wednesdays of the year.  As usual, 
we will meet on the second and fourth Wednesday 
of the month for a delicious meal at 6:00 p.m.,    
followed by a program at 7:00 p.m.   
 On May 10th, we will be having our third   
annual “First Church Jeopardy” competition.  
Three players will compete for “valuable prizes,” 
giving all their responses in the form of a question.  
All sorts of First Church facts and trivia will be on 
the table.  Join us for lots of fun!  If you have any 
fun facts or trivia about First Church, feel free to 
share it with Pastor John. 
 On May 24th, we will be hosting our friends 
from Plymouth Church in Framingham’s Africa    
Exchange Project.  They will be bring a special 
friend from Pomerini, Tanzania:  Shadrack Nyaulin-
go,  the Headmaster of the Pomerini Secondary 
School.  They will be talking about their partnership 
and the next steps they envision. 

Upcoming Mission Trip Fundraisers 
 
 

~~~ Community Spaghetti Supper ~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, May 20th 

6:00 pm -8:00 pm 

Upper Fellowship Hall at First Church 

 

Join us for a delicious spaghetti supper to raise 
funds for the Mission Trip.    
 
Suggested donation of $15/adult, $5/child with a 
maximum family donation of $25. 
 
 

~~~ Flatbread Pizza ~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, June 13th   

5:00 pm -9:00 pm 

Flatbread Pizza, 213 Burlington Road, Bedford 

 

We will earn $3.50 from every large and $1.75 
from every small pizza purchased on Tuesday, 
June 13th.  Dine in or take out. 

Baptism 
 

Congratulations to Lilly & Mark Hartman  

on the Baptism of  

Josanna Lee Hartman 

on Sunday, March 19, 2017 

Proud grandparents are Ruth & Stu Robinson 
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time we are experiencing new life blooming all 
around us. As the academic calendar draws to a 
close and the weather gets warmer we thinking 
about God’s love. It is a life giving theme that car-
ries us from Easter to Pentecost and from winter 
into summer. Between spring sports, and the end 
of the academic year, May tends to be a very busy 
month for many families. In this business it is easy 
to lose sight of the Easter season. After all, we cel-
ebrated Easter right? Time for the next thing on 
the to do list. While it probably won’t be your pri-
mary focus, I encourage you not to pack Ester 
away just yet. Hold onto the joy and hope that w 
proclaim loudly during Easter. Whenever possible, 
pause for a family reminder of Easter, or God’s 
love, and of hope for shalom.                 ~ Kate Byers 

Faith at Home Comes to Church  
(God’s Story Box) 

 

 During the season of Easter, children are en-
couraged to think about how their life interacts with 
God’s Story. Through the God’s Story Box we are look-
ing at the way things in our life can be connected with 
God’s Story. The God’s Story Box will appear as part of 
the Children’s Sermon during the six weeks of Easter. 
Every week, a different family will have the opportunity 
to take home the God’s Story Box. Children with the 
story box are invited to spend the week thinking about 
things around the house that connect with God’s Story. 
Then they bring the box back to church with an item 
inside. During the Children’s Sermon, the children and I 
will talk about the item in the God Story Box. We will 
explore how the item connects to both their life and to 
God’s Story. This should be fun for the kids and a bit of 
a challenge for me. The items in the box can be very 
random. The only “rules” are items need to fit in the 
box and the items need to be transported home with-
out the box. (AKA: If you bring in a pet snake you need 
to make sure you have a way to keep the snake safe 
during worship and you need a way to safely get the 
snake home or just bring in a picture of your snake) 

Christian Nurture continued from page 1 

Sunday School 

Elementary School During May, Children will       
return to the Hebrew Bible as we learn about    
Daniel and the Lion’s Den. In this story we hear 
about Daniel’s faithfulness to God during times of 
trial. Children will also learn about the power of 
prayer and the ways we can show faithfulness to 
God in our own lives.  

Middle School (6th through 8th grade) During May 
our youth will look at the spiritual practice of  
Blessing and Letting Go. The concepts of blessing 
and letting go are not new to us. We see them in 
the natural world, and we experience them in our 
lives all the time. How we choose to relate to 
them, however, makes all the difference. In this 
unit we will discover how others learned to let go, 
thereby opening space for something new to 
emerge in their lives, and how they were able to 
find the blessing in both the challenges and the 
joys of life. As we explore this faith practice, we 
will consider the implications of blessing and let-
ting go within our communities, churches, and the 
world; we may discover the freedom available to 
us when we are able to both embrace and release 
in a world of constant transition. 

Youth Group for 2016-2017 

Middle School: Join Kate for dinner, conversation, and 
community organizing on Sunday, May 21st from 4 to 6 
pm. This gathering should help us prepare for Nurture 
Sunday and it should help us wrap up the 2016-2017 
youth group year as we look forward to 2017-2018. 
 

High School: Join Kate for dinner, conversation, and 
community organizing on Sunday May 21st from 6:30 to 
8pm. February our meeting about based community    
organizing got snowed out. Let’s revisit this conversa-
tion as we bring 2016-2017 to a close and look forward 
to the 2017-2018 youth group year. 

                                       Meet Samalie Ngin 
Samalie has been caring for our youngest disciples in the nursery since mid-November. She is a 
caring and dedicated young adult. Samalie is active in a Pentecostal church in Lowell that meets 
on Sunday evenings. She was excited to work for a church so she could “dedicate her entire 
Sunday to God.” Samalie gained significant childcare experience growing up as one of the old-
est of 8 siblings. She loves to teach children and is exploring an education major. In addition to 
her childcare skills, Samalie is an artist, who enjoys sharing her love of art with children. Would 
you like to get to know Samalie better? Consider volunteering in the nursery.  
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News from the Outreach Board 
 

Bedford Food Pantry Community Dinner: 
Seven  members of First Church provided a           
delicious ham, mac & cheese, and cole slaw dinner 
for approximately 75 attendees at the Bedford 
Community Dinner on March 30.  

Thanks to Pastor John, Allyson Printz and Nancy 
McKinney for  preparing the meal and Cathy Gray, 
Kate Trigg, Margie Burke and Mary Criscione for 
final prep and serving. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed the delicious desserts.  
 

House of Hope:  
A group of volunteers from First Church have been 
active at House of Hope in Lowell again this year. 
About once a month, our group brings salad,       
appetizers and desserts and we serve the entree      
prepared by the House of Hope staff and handle 
the clean-up. We would like to continue helping 
House of Hope on a monthly  basis, but we need 
more volunteers. We hope to provide 2 to 4         
volunteers each month on a Monday evening.  You 
can come just once or sign up for a regular            
rotation. The next date  scheduled is Monday May 
22nd. If advance   arrangements are made, we may 
be able to include young people (as young as 10) to 
help in the playroom for the children after dinner is 
served. If you are interested in joining in this local 
outreach effort, please contact: 
Nancy McKinney  (nancyemck@gmail.com). 
 

West Virginia Mission Trip - July 8-15:  
Sixteen attendees have signed up for the Mission 
Trip. It is not too late to sign up – please contact 
Pastor John or Mary Criscione. 

~ The Outreach Board 

Easter Flowers  

A special “Thank You” to all who donated Easter 
Flowers this year: 

◊ Bruce & Dotty Blake in memory of Earl & Bea Sparks 

◊ Clay & Jean Boyce in memory of their parents and 

siblings 

◊ The Bridgeman Family in memory of John, Wilma, 

Dick, Wibur & Fran 

◊ Marie Castricum in memory of Albert Castricum 

◊ Bob Clark & The Cozzi Family in memory of                         

Dorothy Clark & Joyce Cozzi 

◊ Phyllis B. Cooke in memory of Richard S. Cooke and 

other loved ones 

◊ Gilda J. Couveé in memory of Herbert H. Couveé and 

deceased family members 

◊ Don & Mary Criscione 

◊ Dot Fallon in memory of George & Sadie Delaney 

◊ Peter & Terry Gerrish 

◊ Paul & Barbara Hill in memory of Juliette Hill 

◊ The Jamison Family 

◊ Ken & Pat Konkle 

◊ Joan Larsen in memory of Charlie, Debra,                         

Chuck & Bob 

◊ The Printz Family in memory of Jon Walters 

◊ Kathy Register in memory of Mary Ann Whitmore 

◊ Fay Russo in memory of John J. Russo 

◊ Hitesh, Donna & Kavita Shroff in memory of               

Loryne Koebele 

◊ Norm & Sally Sutherland in memory of Alice & Alfred 

Sutherland and Charles & Alta Jobes 

◊ Kate Trigg in memory of Muriel Rudershausen 

◊ Doris S. Webber in memory of                                                    

Abbott Reed Webber, II 

◊ Charlie & Holly Webster in memory of                                         

all of our parents 

◊ Jane Wheaton in memory of Robert Wheaton 

◊ Michael & Susan Wingfield in memory of family 

Successful Women’s Retreat!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday, March 18th, 18 women gathered 
for a full day of events at the Women’s Retreat at First 
Church. A spiritually enriching time was had by all. 
Thank you to all who made the event so successful.  
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             Music Notes 
 

Instrumental Ensemble: 
What was once a Brass Choir now seems 
to have “morphed” into an Instrumental 

Ensemble. Kind musicians of all ages gave of their time 
and talents to collaborate for our terrific Palm Sunday 
and Easter music: Shirley Kring (flute), Becky Konkle 
(recorder), Evan Majoros (oboe), Roy Kring (trumpet), 
Rich Woessner (cello) and John Bridgeman 
(trombone). We hope some can join us for a combined 
piece with choir and bells on Music Sunday, May 21. It 
was a pleasure arranging a piece for their particular 
combination: woodwinds, brass, and one string, like a 
mini-orchestra! 
 

Youth Choir “Plus”: 
Our youngest singers were able to be a part of several 
choir anthems this year. It’s so wonderful to hear their 
voices! Many sincere thank yous to their parents, teach-
ers and fellow Youth Choir members, who’ve been 
helping them learn and have been joyfully supporting 
their participation. And thank you, above all, to those 
youngest singers, for awakening us to think of our an-
thems in new and different ways, and for injecting an 
element of fun and lightness into our music. There is a 
special part for them in an anthem on Music Sunday, 
May 21! 
 

Adult Choir: 
Just about everyone in the Adult Choir has sung a solo 
this past year. It’s so interesting and enjoyable to hear 
the unique sound of each person’s voice! Solos also 
lend a nice variety to our anthem arrangements. The 
choir has also worked very hard on intonation and 
blending their voices, for the times when we’d like to 
sound like one single voice. Often, Youth Choir veterans 
Emily Castricum, Laura Sackett and Jillian Guetersloh 
have been able to join us too, a total win/win, as their 
voices have grown in strength, and they are now espe-
cially fond of singing in parts. 
 

Jubilee Ringers: 
I’d promised I’d try to have our ringers play all their 
conference pieces in church this year (except for one 
secular piece). In order to do that, ringers had to work 
diligently, and with enthusiasm! New ringers took on 
challenging positions. Experienced ringers helped teach 
and deal with logistics, while widening their own musi-
cal horizons and abilities. Our youngest ringers became 
more conscientious and attentive during rehearsals, 
acquainted themselves with more details and intrica-
cies of bell-ringing, and were also extremely helpful in 
setting up and putting our bells away. Kudos to all! 

~ Susan Capestro, Music Director 

May Music Rehearsals Schedule: 
Thursday 5/4 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm  
Sunday 5/7 - Adult Choir 9 am 
Sunday 5/7- Youth Choir “Plus” 11:30 am - 11:45 am 
Sunday 5/7 - Youth Choir 11:45 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 5/7 - Instrumental Ensemble 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 5/8 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  
Thursday 5/11 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 5/14 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 5/14- Youth Choir “Plus” 11:30 am - 11:45 am 
Sunday 5/14 - Youth Choir 11:45 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 5/14 - Instrumental Ensemble 12:00 pm-12:30 pm 
Monday 5/15 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm 
Thursday 5/18 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm  
Thursday 5/18 - Instrumental Ensemble 9 pm 
Sunday 5/21 - Music Sunday, call times TBA  
Sunday 5/21 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 5/21 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 522 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  
Thursday 5/25 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 5/28 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 5/28 - Youth Choir “Plus” 11:30 am - 11:45 am 
Sunday 5/28 - Youth Choir 11:45 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 5/28 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 5/29 - Jubilee Ringers - no rehearsal  

Church Garden Help Needed  
 

 We are blessed to have a core gardening group 
(Nancy McKinney, Carol Jamison, Judy Watkins, Susan 
Wingfield) who plant, weed, water and maintain the 
church gardens.  Last summer we met once a week, 
usually on Friday, to weed and water.  Sometimes not 
all of us are available.   Some of us are limited in what 
we can physically do, but we do what we can.   And 
with the sprinkler system in the front gardens, it took 
less of our time to keep the gardens looking nice last 
summer.  We only had to hand water the flowers and 
plants that are not in front of the church. 
 This summer will be more of a challenge for us.  
With the Town beginning their changes to Great Road 
and to the sidewalk in front of our church, the sprinkler 
system will not be working.  We could really use more 
help with watering.  But any kind of help is appreciated.  
Would you like to help with planting, cleanup, watering, 
weeding, or deadheading?  Or contributing to the cost 
of the plants and fertilizer?  Would you like to help dig 
up a portion of the back shade garden to remove tree 
roots that have returned?   If so, please contact  Susan 
Wingfield (susanw1@verizon.net or 781-275-9389) with 
your name, email address, phone    number, and indi-
cate how and when you would like to help and how of-
ten.  We appreciate whatever help we can get, even if 
just for one time!                                     ~Susan Wingfield  
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April  2017 Cabinet Notes 
7 members were present.  March Cabinet meeting minutes were approved. Budget: Discussed flowers for sanctu-
ary; suggested silk may be more cost effective, but left to Deacons to decide. Nominating Committee: Terri Gerrish 
will stand for moderator.  Rick Burke will stand for Outreach.  Cabinet needs a scribe.  Karen Gutersloh will lead the 
Strawberry Festival but is looking for a co-leader. May 7th Church Meeting: People should be prepared to pitch ide-
as for the calendar. Include lunch.  Treasurer: Budget will be the same in FY 2018 as FY 2017 unless Rick hears from 
committees and boards differently.  Would like to transition some bookkeeping duties to Suzie.  Director of Chris-
tian Nurture: Generating ideas for independent family worship and small group intergenerational activities over 
the summer.  Discussed “Flat Jesus” project.  Considering combining high and middle schoolers into a single youth 
group due to the small number of 4th and 5th graders rising. Pastor: Sunrise service to be coordinated by First Parish 
this year.  He will be meeting with them tomorrow.  Holy week is well in hand.  There is a new cross in the sanctu-
ary. Music Sunday on May 21. Visual Choir (group of visual artists) will meet for the first time during the week after 
Easter.  Terry Gerrish will preach the week after Easter.  Rick Burke to preach on May 7. Have selected a graphic 
designer and will have 3 designs to choose/discuss by end of April.  Outreach: 16 people have signed up for the mis-
sion trip.  House of Hope on March 20. Food Pantry March 30 with 7 people helping out. No date for Cradles to 
Crayons.  May 20 – spaghetti supper mission trip fundraiser. June 13, 5-9 pm Flatbread fund raiser.  The Africa pro-
ject is transitioning from wells to health.  We plan to contribute.  Also plan to support SPANN, purchase a CSA for a 
needy family, HGRM and Worcester Fellowship. Stewardship: Replaced light fixtures in the vestry and part of lower 
fellowship hall.  Plan to complete LFH in late summer.  Safe Routes to School construction will start as soon as 
weather allows.  We were told that the equipment will be cleared from the site on weekends.  They will be replac-
ing the sidewalk in front and also placing a new storm drain.  There will be a place for limos and hearses to park di-
rectly in front of the church after the construction is finished.  We are down to 1 hot water heater. Deacons: Re-
ceived positive feedback on the Lenten devotionals.     ~ Ruth Robinson  

March 2017 Cabinet Notes 

10 members present. February  minutes were accepted. Whole church calendar planning meeting after worship on 
3/12/17. Boards should have information and numbers for the 17-18 fiscal year to Rick by April 1st. Nominating com-
mittee is working on filling roles for next year. Mission Trip sign up and information meeting after church on 3/26/17. 
Pastor John has made efforts to contact graphic designers.  Deacons: Working on asking new deacons to join the 
board.  Nurture: Please see report of Christian Nurture Director. Stewardship Nothing new to add at this time.  Out-
reach: On March 30 we will prepare dinner at the Food Pantry. Fundraiser at Flatbread Pizza June 13 to raise money 
for mission trip. Nancy McKinney looking for folks to help once per month at House of Hope. Cheryl Pespisa work-
ing on April day at Cradles to Crayons. Treasurer’s Report: With almost four months left, we are at ~90% of the 
year’s budget income.  Pledges alone are ~80% of budgeted.  Additional sources of funds include goods and ser-
vices auction, user fees, loose offerings.  Expenses are in line with what they should be at this time of year.  If we 
can freeze non-necessary expenses by April, then we may end up with a much smaller deficit at end of year. Novem-
ber, December, January pledge months are strong.  Director of Christian Nurture: Sunday School changes that 
have occurred recently have produced successes in the teaching and learning of Christian faith. Looking for feed-
back from folks who attended family retreat for next year.  February vacation week program – 8 kids total. Upcom-
ing events:  The Veggie Tale version of Esther, Women’s Retreat including labyrinth. Easter egg hunt. Looking for 
weekends for a middle school lock-in. Pastor’s Report.  For Holy Week, things will changed up a bit.  Palm Sunday 
will combine the Palm and Passion story, according to the gospel of St. Matthew.  Maundy Thursday’s service will 
feature a life-sized cross, and find symbols of the cross to place.  There will also be music, communion, and the ex-
tinguishing of candles.  Good Friday experiential service with open sanctuary 3 – 8 p.m. Easter installation is in pro-
cess. There is a group of folks who are willing to become involved in the creation of a bible top 40 banner, looking 
like a stained glass window.  Baptism on March 19. Met with folks who teach English as Second Language to immi-
grants about using space for weekly class.  Looking for someone interested in planning the Fawn Lake sunrise ser-
vice for Easter Sunday. Other Business: Variety show on 3/24/17 at 7:30 p.m.  Rummage Sale 4/29/17. Next meeting:  
April 4, 2017 Meeting was adjourned at 8:53  pm                                       ~ Terry Gerrish 
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and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is May 8, 2017  Our next 
mailing is May 24, 2017.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ May Worship ~  
 
 
 

May 7, 2017  10:00 am   “Bible Top 40:  Parable of the Talents” Matthew 25: 14-30 
     Communion      Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor              

         

  
May 14, 2017  10:00 am  “Bible Top 40: Conversion of Paul”  Acts 9: 1-19       
        Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   
        
    
May 21, 2017  10:00 am  “Bible Top 40: Elijah, Ahab and Jezebel” 1 Kings 18 

     Music Sunday              Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   

        

    
May 28, 2017  10:00 am      “Bible Top 40: Daniel in the Lion’s Den” Daniel 6 

        Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   

 



Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts. 
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their 
own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of 
Christ – made possible by Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Fellowship Dues.

Daily Lectionary Scripture References
May 2017 (Year A)

Mon., May. 1
Psalm 134
Genesis 18:1-14

1 Peter 1:23-25

Tues, May. 2

Psalm 134
Proverbs 8:32—9:6
1 Peter 2:1-3

Wed., May. 3
Psalm 134
Exodus 24:1-11
John 21:1-14

Thurs., May. 4
Psalm 23
Exodus 2:15b-25
1 Peter 2:9-12

Fri., May. 5

Psalm 23
Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20
1 Peter 2:13-17

Sat., May. 6

Psalm 23
Ezekiel 34:1-16
Luke 15:1-7

Sun., May. 7

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Mon., May. 8

Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:17-23
1 Peter 5:1-5

Tues., May. 9

Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:23-31
Hebrews 13:20-21

Wed., May. 10

Psalm 100

Jeremiah 23:1-8
Matthew 20:17-28

Thurs., May. 11

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Genesis 12:1-3
Acts 6:8-15

Fri., May. 12

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Exodus 3:1-12
Acts 7:1-16

Sat., May. 13

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Jeremiah 26:20-24
John 8:48-59

Sun., May. 14

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

Mon., May. 15

Psalm 102:1-17
Exodus 13:17-22
Acts 7:17-40

Tues., May. 16

Psalm 102:1-17
Proverbs 3:5-12
Acts 7:44-56

Wed., May. 17

Psalm 102:1-17
Proverbs 3:13-18
John 8:31-38

Thurs., May. 18

Psalm 66:8-20
Genesis 6:5-22
Acts 27:1-12

Fri, May. 19

Psalm 66:8-20
Genesis 7:1-24
Acts 27:13-38

Sat., May. 20

Psalm 66:8-20
Genesis 8:13-19
John 14:27-29

Sun., May. 21

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

Mon., May. 22

Psalm 93
Genesis 9:8-17
Acts 27:39-44

Tues., May. 23
Psalm 93

Deuteronomy 5:22-33
1 Peter 3:8-12

Wed., May. 24

Psalm 93
Deuteronomy 31:1-13
John 16:16-24

Thurs., May. 25

Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

Fri., May. 26
Psalm 93
2 Kings 2:1-12
Ephesians 2:1-7

Sat., May. 27
Psalm 93
2 Kings 2:13-15
John 8:21-30

Sun., May. 28

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

John 17:1-11

Mon., May. 29

Psalm 99
Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24
1 Peter 4:1-6

Tues., May. 30

Psalm 99
Numbers 16:41-50
1 Peter 4:7-11

Wed., May. 31

Psalm 99
1 Kings 8:54-65
John 3:31-36



~ May 2017 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

 

2  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (R 5) 

7:15p Cabinet (V) 

 

3  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

 

4  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

5  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

6  

6a AA (UFH) 

7  

COMMUNION 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Deacons Meeting 

(UFH) 

11:30a Youth Choir Plus 

(MR) 

11:45a Youth Choir (MR) 

12p Instrumental 

Ensemble (MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

8  

June Newsletter 

Deadline 

6a AA (UFH) 

10a La Leche League of 

Bedford (V) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

 

9  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Women's 

Fellowship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA  (R 5) 

10  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

11  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7p Nurture Board (R 4) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

12  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

13  

6a AA (UFH) 

 

14 Mother's Day 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

"Plus" (MR) 

11:45a Youth Choir (MR) 

12p Instrumental 

Ensemble (MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

15  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

 

16  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA  (R 5) 

 

17  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

7p Outreach Board (V) 

 

18  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

9p Instrumental 

Ensemble (MR) 

19  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

20  

6a AA (UFH)  

6p Mission Trip 

Fundraising Dinner 

(UFH/K/V) 

 

21  

Music Sunday 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Called to Care 

Workshop (P) 

11:30a Youth Choir (MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors (MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

22  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

 

23  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA  (R 5) 

 

24  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(MR) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

25  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

26  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

27  

6a AA (UFH) 

 

28  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

"Plus" (MR) 

11:45a Youth Choir (MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors (MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

29 Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

6a AA (UFH) 

 

30  

6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA (R 5) 

7:30p NAMI (R 4) 

 

31  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V)  

 

 

 

 


