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Sunday Worship and Church School 10:00 am  
 

Church Office Phone:  781-275-7951    
Church Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9 am - 3 pm      
Church Office Email: fchurchb2@verizon.net                                                                      
Website:  www.firstchurchbedford.org 

~~~~~                                                                         
Senior Pastor: The Reverend John Castricum       

                            cell phone: 857-939-0711                                 

Director of Christian Nurture: Kate Byers   
Music Director: Susan Capestro 

Church Administrator: Suzie Barry 

Pastor’s Message 
 

One of the most popular holidays of 
the year comes around on the 14th of 
February: St. Valentine's day.  Hun-
dreds of pounds of chocolate and 
countless dozens of roses will be de-

livered, and the second busiest card giving season 
will take place.  But who is this St. Valentine and 
why is he the patron Saint of romance and love? 
 Valentine lived in the late 200's, when the 
Christian Church was being persecuted under the 
Roman Emperor Claudius II.  Not much information 
is known about Valentine, except that he was a 
priest or bishop, and lived a celibate life.  On Febru-
ary 14th in the year 297, he was imprisoned and 
clubbed to death by the Romans, thus becoming a 
Christian martyr.  
 So why did this celibate martyr become the 
patron saint of romantic love?  Some legends have 
it that while he was in prison for refusing to wor-
ship pagan gods, he made friends with the jailer's 
daughter.  Apparently, he miraculously cured her 
blindness through his prayers.  The girl fell madly in 
love with him, yet could not save him.  On the eve 
of his execution, Valentine managed to slip a part-
ing message to the girl.  The note, of course, was 
signed, “from your Valentine.” 

Christian Nurture 

Wow, the Mission Festival was amaz-
ing. I was inspired at the way everyone 
came together to joyfully serve. It was 
incredible to see the church living into 

its mission statement. While the focus was joyfully 
serving, I also witnessed a lot of growing in faith 
and welcoming all. In February, we shift our focus 
slightly from joyfully serving to growing in faith. 
There are a lot of exciting programs happening at 
church in February. We have the family retreat, a 
visit from the Just Peace Players, Parent and Me 
Activities, and fun stories in church school. While 
these programs might feel focused on education 
and spiritual growth, they will still embrace our en-
tire mission statement as we grow in faith we will 
joyfully serve and strive to welcome all. So come 
spend the week with your church in early February 
and then keep checking back in throughout the 
month to see the transformation that can take 
place in communities and our own lives when we 
truly live into our missions. 

There is a lot going on at church and in my 
life this spring. Due to all of this I am canceling 
community office hours for the winter and spring. I 
will be in the physical office on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. I am happy to schedule a meeting 
with you at the church or in the community. I just 
can’t commit to being out and about hoping to run 
into people every week. You can still find me 
online. Feel free to friend me (Kate A. Byers) on 
Facebook, or to follow me on twitter 
@KateAByers.                                            ~ Kate Byers 

Family Retreat 
The church family retreat is Friday February 3rd 
through Sunday February 5th.  All are invited to attend 
a weekend focused on growing in faith. You can regis-
ter for the retreat online at:  

https://goo.gl/forms/edDWTQ0R9MEpU8rX2 



2 

 

 

Pastor continued from page 1 

 It is more likely that St. Valentine's associa-
tion with love came when the pope instituted the 
feast day of St. Valentine on February 14th, to re-
place a pagan love feast, dedicated to the Roman 
god Juno, usually held on February 15th.  It was 
thought that on this day, halfway between winter 
and spring, birds and other animals paired up to 
mate.  Part of the Roman festival was the putting 
of girl's names in a box and letting boys draw them 
out.  These couples were supposedly paired up for 
a year.  Messages that were sent between these 
randomly chosen pairs were to become the fore-
runner of the modern Valentine's day card. 
 This is one of many pagan observances that 
the ancient church transformed into a saint's feast 
day.  So should we stop celebrating Valentine's 
day?  I hope not!  Though we are not quite sure ex-
actly who Valentine is or why he is the Saint associ-
ated with love, we certainly know that romantic 
love is a gift given to us from God.  First and fore-
most in our lives, God wants us to nurture our rela-
tionships and deepen our love for one another.  
Indeed, the ways we work to create more loving, 
faithful relationships with one another point to 
ways we may be in a more loving, faithful relation-
ship with God.   
 I wish you all a Valentine's day full of love 
(and chocolate)!    ~ Pastor John 

“Bible Top 40” Bible Study 
 

 The  “Bible Top 40” Bible Study, continues 
through February on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of the month from 7 to 8:30 pm. and then repeat 
the next Thursday morning at 10 a.m. at the local 
Bruegger's Bagels on Great Road.  February Bible 
Studies are on February 1st and 2nd  and February 
15th  and 16th.  
 Each session will be covering the Bible pas-
sage that Pastor John will be preaching on the up-
coming Sunday.  We will be going through the his-
torical and religious background of these stories as 
well as seeing how they apply to our daily lives. 
 No prior knowledge or experience with the 
Bible is required.  All you need to bring is a Bible, 
your questions and an open mind.  Please come 
and give it a try!  It could really change the way you 
see the Bible and your life!  Feel free to talk to Pas-
tor John if you have any questions. 

 

Bruegger's Coffee and Bible Study 
 

 Pastor John will be continuing “Coffee and 
Conversation” at Bruegger's Bagels on Great 
Road.    
 On Tuesdays, he will be there from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.   He will be available to talk 
about anything you want: faith, the Patriots,  
weather or anything else on your mind.   
 On Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 
John is offering his “Bible Top 40” Bible Study.  
Feel free to drop in with your Bible, an open mind, 
and your questions about the Bible passages John 
is preaching on Sunday morning. 

February Deacons Collection 
House of Hope 

Sunday, February 5th  

  

 House of Hope proudly offers many services 
to  homeless families to provide them with the 
tools that they need to better their situation for 
themselves and their families. Each family has a 
different challenge and they understand their frus-
trations and concerns about what their next step 
is. After all, parents don’t want to raise their chil-
dren in a shelter or motel. They want to protect 
their children and do whatever they can to give 
them a happy and healthy childhood. Sometimes, 
these parents need help. Especially when they are 
homeless and have no place else to go. 
 Support services, medical and mental 
health care, case management and vocational 
training are some of the services that the House of 
Hope provides to their residents. The case manag-
ers are trained to work with each family’s situation 
and guide them along a path to successfully exit 
shelter life and enter a life with long term perma-
nent housing. 



3 

 

                                          West Virginia Mission Festival is a Success  
 Our first West Virginia Mission Festival was a great success!  It started out slowly, and at 4:30 pm, with only a few peo-
ple in the audience to hear our first set, we must admit, we were getting pretty anx-
ious, but as 5:00 pm rolled around, people started to arrive and before we knew it, the 
place was rocking with energy, music and love.  Our first pass count was that we       

received more than $6,000 of income from all the different 
revenue streams we created!  We are truly blessed. 
 The highlight of the evening was the amazing mu-
sical performances from our new friends Tim Mainland, 
Maggie Jusiel, Lori McKinney and Robert Blankenship 
from the Appalachian South Folklife Center and the Riff-
Raff Arts Collective.  Tim’s dry sense of humor kept us all 
laughing and Maggie’s extraordinary flute solos had us all 
cheering.  Robert was also exceptional with his strong, rhythmic guitar tracks, and Lori’s angelic 
voice lifted everyone’s spirits throughout the evening.  And, everything sounded great, thanks to 
our sound and lighting man Mark Guetersloh. 
 We think all of the other activity going on throughout the space did truly create a festival 
like environment.  Terry Gerrish had us all laughing as she helped us navigate through our very 
first adventure with the Appalachian cake walks.  Sarah Castricum, Kate Byers and Kate Reynolds 

did a fantastic job setting up a fun-filled evening for the children – the cup cake walk was a big hit.  The handicrafts room was 
buzzing with activity throughout the evening, and sales of baked goods, soups, potholders, knitted items, CDs, T-Shirts and 
other items was a big contributor to our overall program.  You may have also noticed we 
had great participation in the raffles for the gift baskets and the silent auction for gift cards.   
 Once again, our kitchen and food service crew came through with flying colors.  
The Café style ordering and food delivery service worked out smoothly.  Evan Majoros and 
Nicholas Guetersloh were on fire, taking orders, delivering food to the tables.  Kathy Gray 
and Kathy Register were also phenomenal keeping the whole operation running smoothly.  
And of course, in the kitchen Pastor John, Peter Gerrish and an entire crew of congregation 
members cooked up a wide variety of delicious morsels for our guests, including biscuits 
and gravy, pulled pork, cornbread, beans, hot dogs & chili and deserts to finish off the 

menu. 
 Another dimension of the evening that was a big success was our education 
station.  Chris Majoros turned the Parlor into an enlightening classroom that hit the 
mark, teaching everyone that visited about the state of poverty in the United States 
and Appalachia in particular.  There were videos and statistical graphs and maps and 
pictures.  I had numerous people comment to me how much that area helped them 
understand what our mission program in West Virginia was all about. 
 Thanks to Bruce Blake for pounding the pavement before the event, and con-
vincing numerous local businesses to   support our program through the donation of 
gift cards for the silent auction.  The following businesses contributed to our program:  
Ken's NY Deli, Moison Ace Hardware, Bedford Organic Nail & Spa, Bedford Car Wash, 

Bedford Jewelers, Inc., Steve's House of Pizza, Westford Wine & Spirits, Body Temple Massage, Baudanza Electric, Bedford 
McDonald's, Bedford Auto Parts, Inc., Chip in Farm, Doyon's TV & Appli-
ance, Inc, O'Connor Hardware, Billerica, Bedford Florist, Bedford Farms 
and New England Nursery.  
 As always - this event was successful due to the love and efforts 
of the most amazing congregation of all time, coming together in faith to 
joyfully serve.  Thanks so much to our friends that created and donated 
raffle baskets, including: Susan Wingfield, Barb Byam, Peter Gerrish, John 
Castricum, Mary Criscione, Betsy Cogliano, Allyson Printz, Lisa Sackett and 
Dianne Bridgeman.  Thanks also to our enormous team of volunteers, in-
cluding: Sarah Castricum, Kate Reynolds, Peter Gerrish, John Castricum, 
Susan Wingfield, Mary Criscione, Nancy McKinney, Connie Matheson, Chris Majoros, Terry Gerrish, Deb Burke, Jacob Burke, 
Alison Weaver, Kathy Register, Kathy Gray, Kathy Konkle, Laura Mock, Evan Majoros, Margie Burke, Nicholas Guetersloh, Mark 
Guetersloh and Jerry Buckland who came all the way up from West Virginia and all of the other many people who helped set 
up, decorate, clean-up, supplied crafts and baked goods.   
 If you are interested in joining us on the culmination of this mission program by visiting southern West Virginia the 
week of July 8-15, 2017,  please contact Pastor John, Mary Criscione, Nancy McKinney or anyone on the outreach team.  We 
promise, it will change your life!        ~ Allyson Printz and Rick Burke 
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Faith at Home 
 

 This year the season of Epiphany is extra-
long. When most people think about Epiphany, 
they think about magi following a star and arriving 
to see Jesus. This is story is only the beginning of 
Epiphany. During the season of epiphany the 
church typically focuses on the stories of Jesus life 
and ministry. It is a great time of year to share sto-
ries of Jesus’ life with your children. Kids love har-
ing stories about other children. While most of 
them are not “Top 40” stories, the bible has a few 
stories about Jesus’ childhood. There is a lot to 
learn from these stories. For children one of the 
best takeaways is knowledge that Jesus was a kid 
just like them. So grab your bibles and turn to Mat-
thew chapter 2 to learn about Jesus and his family 
fleeing to Egypt. Then head over to the end of 
Luke chapter 2 and learn about Jesus ‘circumcision. 
Keep reading in Luke and learn about 12 year old 
Jesus sneaking away from his parent’s at a big fes-
tival. Of all the stories of Jesus childhood, this is 
perhaps the most relatable for both children and 
parents. Children should easily be able to relate to 
a pre-teen wanting some independence. It can be a 
great conversation started for lots of parenting 
conversations.  

Sunday School 

Elementary School:  During February, Children will 
learn about Jesus walking on water. In this story 
we hear about Jesus calming a storm and walking 
on water. We also hear about Peter “walking” on 
water. This unit will teach children that Jesus is al-
ways with us and that with Jesus we are able to do 
amazing things.  
Middle School (6th through 8th grade):  During Feb-
ruary, our youth will learn about the spiritual prac-
tice of Working for Justice. Working for justice is 
vital in the personal and communal lives of God’s 
faithful people. God desires and requires the faith-
ful to work for justice. Through it, we creatively lev-
el the playing field, break down walls, and nurture 
environments so that all may experience whole 
and holy lives. We encounter stories, interpret 
scriptures, and participate in activities through 
which we discover how to engage actively in jus-
tice work in the home, church, community, and 
world. 

Youth Group for 2016-2017 

Middle School: 
On Sunday February 12, from 3:30 pm-6:15 pm, 
middle school youth is ice skating. We will gather 
at church at 3:30 pm and head to the Edge for pub-
lic skate then we will head back to church for din-
ner and reflection. The church will cover admis-
sion, skate rentals, and dinner. Middle School aged 
friends are invited to join the fun. Please RSVP to 
Kate by 2/8/2017 so that permission slips can be 
generated. 
 

High School 
Join Kate for dinner, conversation, and community 
organizing on Sunday, February 12 from 6:30 pm 
to 8 pm. In January we baked for the mission      
festival. In February let us talk about and practice 
some faith based community organizing.  

Wonderful Wednesday 

Join us for a delicious meal at 6 p.m.           
followed by a program at around 7 p.m.                     

in Upper Fellowship Hall 
 

February 8 – New Testament 102 
Last month we talked about the Gospel’s this 
month we are diving into Paul’s Letters. Come for 
dinner and conversation while we learn about the 
letters attributed to Paul. 
 

February 22 – Just Peace Players 
The Just Peace Players are joining us for dinner and 
a program on restorative justice. Last year we 
learn about the Bedford restorative justice pro-
gram this year we are going to dig deeper into re-
storative justice. The Just Peace Players will help us 
experience a circle process and lead conversation 
about the ways restorative justice interests with 
our faith. 

Noah’s Ark Adult and Me Activities 

 During February School Break, Children are 
invited church to learn about Noah’s Ark. Adult and 
me activities will run from 9:30 am to 11 am on    
February 21, 22, 23. Each day will be a combination 
of story an activity targeted at children between 
the ages of 2 and 5. Activities will include music, art, 
and gross motor play.  
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News from the Outreach Board 
Mitten Tree: All donations to the Mitten Tree have 
been sent to the Wade Center for Disadvantaged 
Children in West Virginia. The Dakota Indian organi-
zation was no longer accepting donations and the 
Wade Center was very happy to receive these 
items and distribute to children who do not have 
the hats, mittens, scarfs and gloves needed for 
cold weather.  
City Mission Society:  

On December 11 First Church members donated 
many items to the City Mission Society “Christmas 
Shop.” The CMS Christmas Shop provides a place 
for Boston’s Homeless to “shop” for free for their 
families. CMS also provides items to other commu-
nity partners so that they can distribute them to 
clients. Nicholas Guetersloh, Evan Majoros, Kate 
Byers and Mary Criscione delivered our gifts to the 
Christmas Shop in Winchester. We cataloged and 
sorted our donations and delivered to the appro-
priate tables within the shop. From Katie Omberg 
at CMS “Thank you so much for you and your 

group’s willingness to spend part of their 

past weekend helping at City Mission’s Christmas 

Shop. We appreciate your giving of time, talent and 

treasure to the hundreds of area families our Christ-

mas Shop serves. Without you, we wouldn’t be able 

to do it. Now I know that sounds cheesy, but really, 

without you that room in Winchester church would 

be empty; no boxes of coats ready to go to schools, 

no bags of toys ready to go to shelters … Please 

pass along my gratitude to the rest of your party 

from Sunday. Peace, Katie 

Cradles to Crayons: Also on December 11 eight Mid-
dle School youth and adults shopped for items for 
a three year old boy referred by Cradles to Cray-
ons. Nicholas Gutersloh, Evan Majoros, Emily Cas-
tricum and Laura Sackett, did a terrific job selecting 
appropriate items for a good price. They were 
joined by adults Kate Byers, Mary Criscione, Lisa 
Sackett and Sarah Castricum. The items were pur-

chased using the funds the Middle School youth 
earned from babysitting during Parent’s Night 
Out. 

House of Hope: Nancy McKinney, Cathy Gray and 
Dot Fallon volunteered at House of Hope in       
Lowell on Monday December 12th. They provided 
appetizers and desserts, and served dinner for    
approximately 20 people. (House of Hope pro-
vides the main course.)  We would like to continue 
helping House of Hope on a monthly basis, but we 
need more volunteers. We hope to provide 2-4 vol-
unteers each month on a Monday evening.  You 
can come just once or sign up for a regular rota-
tion. The next scheduled date is Monday, Febru-
ary 13th. If advance arrangements are made, we 
may be able to include young people (as young as 
10) to help in the playroom for the children after 
dinner is served. If you are interested in joining in 
this local outreach effort, please contact Nancy    
McKinney (nancyemck@gmail.com). 

Save the Date….. 

First Church Variety Show 
Friday, March 24 - 7:30 pm 

 

Mark your calendar for the 11th annual in-house,  
no-stress, family-fun First Church Variety Show in 
UFH at 7:00 pm on Friday, March 24.  There will be 
all sorts of polished and unpolished talent to enter-
tain one and all featuring jokes, skits, dancing, sing-
ing and instrumentaling.   
Share your talents with us! Contact Allyson Printz
(allyson@printzfamily.us)to get on the program. 

Women’s Fellowship  
to Enjoy a Night of Laughter  

 

 Please join the First Church Women’s         
Fellowship/Soul Sisters as we laugh together and 
chase the winter blues away at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 28, in the Vestry. We will gather for an 
evening of funny stories and videos. Please bring 
some of your  favorite jokes to share and make this 
a light-hearted program that leaves everybody     
smiling. All church women are welcome. Bring a 
friend! 

Allyson Printz  (allyson@printzfamily.us)  
Kathy Register (registerk11@gmail.com) 
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Christmas Card Update 
 Additional cards were received after         
December 15th for the CMS Christmas Card Tree 
from the following:  
 Peter & Terry Gerrish, Nancy & John 
Guetersloh, Kathy & Brent Harris, Jean & Bruce 
McGilvray. Nancy McKinney, Helen Millar 
 The total amount donated to CMS was          
$ 207. Thank You!! 

                 Music Notes 
 

Time for Tidying Up: February’s a great 
time for indoor projects, when the 
snow or rain we’ve been praying for is 

actually (hopefully) falling. Music groups are learn-
ing new music; that goes without saying. Adult and 
youth choirs are also contemplating their func-
tions, goals, and the various ways they’d like to en-
hance worship. The handbell choirs are experi-
menting with special effects that can be obtained 
with handchimes. We’re also looking into a new 
table or two for our handbell setup. We cut tiny 
tables, made to scale, out of construction paper, 
and have been moving them around on a drawing 
of the sanctuary, to see how we might be able to 
set up. So much easier than actually moving tables! 
 

Music File Room: The Music Committee has contin-
ued to work hard at reorganizing our files: weeding 
out old music, extra copies, and donating them. 
It’s been a multi-step process, with a goal to gain a 
more accurate estimate of our music storage 
needs. Storage space for pieces of music equip-
ment has been in short supply, while our patch-
work collection of old file cabinets, with their 
sticky drawers, leave wasted space above. It’d be 
great to be able to open drawers of our file cabi-
nets without a struggle, and without first having to 
move stuff away from them that’s blocking their 
access. This year, we’re hoping a professional can 
help us install new file cabinets and claim needed 
storage space, while worship services are still be-
ing held in the sanctuary. 
 

Major Sprucing Up for Handbells: After many 
years of ongoing adjustment, tweaking and fixing, 
our handbells have finally gone off to be recondi-
tioned by their manufacturer, Schulmerich, in 
Pennsylvania. They’ll be taken apart, have their cru-
cial worn parts replaced, and then will be treated 
to a professional cleaning, voicing and polishing. 
When they’re done, they’re likely to sound like, and 
play like, a new set of bells. Ringers are really look-
ing forward to playing them when they return! In 
the meantime, we’re playing handchimes, and 
have discovered that you can mart them, do “mart-
lilfts,” and also play them four-in-hand. We’re look-
ing forward to sharing these revelations with the 
congregation! 

February Music Rehearsals Schedule: 
 

Thursday 2/2 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm  
Sunday 2/5 - Adult Choir 9 am 
Sunday 2/5 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 2/5 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 2/6 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  
Thursday 2/9 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 2/12 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 2/12 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 2/12 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 2/13 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  
Thursday 2/16 - Adult Choir 7:30 pm 
Sunday 2/19 - Adult Choir 9 am 
Sunday 2/19 - Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 2/19 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 2/20 - Jubilee Ringers, no rehearsal 
(President’s day) 
Thursday 2/23 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 
Sunday 2/26 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
Sunday 2/26 - “Youth Choir Plus” 11:30 am - 11:45 am 
Sunday 2/26- Youth Choir 11:45 am - 12:00 pm 
Sunday 2/26 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
Monday 2/27- Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  

~ Susan Capestro, Director of Music  

With Sympathy 

To the Ehrenbeck family  

on the passing of Joan Ehrenbeck  

0n  December 27, 2016 in Virginia 
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December 2017 Cabinet Notes 
8 Members present. November Cabinet minutes were accepted. WV Mission Festival: Planning is in process.  Rick Burke is 
working on publicity. Six main components of fair from 3:00 – 9:00pm.  Music, cake walk, craft, food table, café, education sta-
tion, kids’ activities.  Cake walk is game of chance license that is required from Town Hall. Cabinet agreed to raffle, and will ad-
dress any other request on a case by case basis. Youth are having a baking day the week before the event. Silent Auction: 
Done, and thank you Betsy Cogliano. Pledge Drive: Norm Sutherland shared stats to date.  Thanks to Suzie, who spent many 
extra hours putting together mailing. Mission Statement Logo: Alison Weaver continues to work on this and will work with 
Peter Gerrish to have some banners with “Welcome All” “Grow in Faith” and “Joyfully Serve” made.  Deacons: Allyson Printz 
and a team of 9 volunteers did a wonderful job to create the star decorations in the Sanctuary for the Advent season.  Claire 
Maxon and team will set up poinsettias on Saturday December 10th.  Christmas card tree will be set up.  Christmas and New 
Year’s Sundays will be ½ hour services in the Music Chapel. Folks want to look at preparing a daily devotional for Lent. Nurture: 
February family retreat (2/3-2/5). Everyone will be home in time for Super Bowl.  There will be worship in both locations.  Nurse-
ry care will be available at First Church.  Adult and me activities for the 5 and under crowd during February vacation week.  Par-
ents’ night out in December.  Middle school parents liked; elementary school parents were sad that it conflicted with tree light-
ing and town event.  Talking a lot about what youth ministry will look like next year. Working on video for December 18th. Stew-
ardship: Vestry rug will be addressed after the winter.  Some electrical and plumbing concerns are in process.  New sign now 
installed behind church.  Tree trimming out back done.  There is a continuing partnership with the Town Engineer around the 
trees. Short conversation about solar technology and its use on roofs. Outreach:  A group of 9 or 10 went to Cradle to Crayons 
in Concord.  City Mission Society Sunday is December 11th.   Three went to House of Hope bringing dinner items last month, 
looking for more folks to join them next time.  Board wondered about mitten tree – Terry will check with Paige at Wade Center 
to see if they could use hats, mittens, scarves, etc. in January.  We are up to 13 people for the mission trip. Treasurer’s Report: 
Rick Burke not able to be at Cabinet, and offered that no financial concerns at this time. Director of Christian Nurture: Kate 
serves First Church, plus is fulfilling the CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) of her ministerial roadmap.   Pastor’s Report:  Looking 
for additional Christmas Eve readers.  Bell Sunday December 11th.  Star installation is a wonderful example of church.  Bible 
study attracting a wonderful group of folks.  $5000 donated anonymously to the music program.  The Church received $20,000 
from the estate of a recently deceased former member to be used for youth and mission work.  $500 received from someone 
who read our newsletter about what we are doing in West Virginia, and helping folks in Haiti, and wanted to support a church 
who does things like this.  Other Business: There was conversation about how this church may address the needs of immi-
grants and refugees in our area.  We agreed to prayerfully consider opportunities to talk and educate ourselves about this op-
portunity in the coming year. There are upcoming opportunities to serve the church by being an officer (like moderator) or 
board member in the coming year.       ~ Terry Gerrish, Scribe 

January 2017 Cabinet Notes 
8 Members present. December minutes were accepted. WV Mission Festival: Rick updated cabinet on details for the festival. 
PayPal button now operative on church web site.  So many folks working together to make a fabulous event.  Pledge Drive: 
We are on par with last year. Mission Statement Logo:  In process. Deacons: Poinsettias and cards to church members and 
friends.  Nurture Intergenerational group went caroling in December.  Nativity Sunday, Christmas Eve family pageant services 
went well, with strong attendance.  Adults participated in the “instant pageant.”  More readers this year than last.  OWL has 
ended for half the kids.  Unitarian Church may offer something end of January.  Kate will pass information on to the appropri-
ate families.  Family Retreat planning is underway. Stewardship Sanctuary lights now LED.  Information item – please be ad-
vised that the Town of Bedford is planning to remove all the foliage and plantings on the police station side of the church, and 
update granite post and rail fence alongside path go all the way back. Outreach:In December the congregation donated many 
gifts to CMS.  Kate and Mary went shopping for a Cradles to Crayon boy (giving tree).  Mary, Nicholas and others went to CMS 
sorting barn to organize gifts, but youth seemed to get the most from choosing gifts for another.  House of Hope – Nancy is 
organizing dinner appetizers, dessert to bring to help serve.  Looking for some time in January or February.  Mitten tree re-
ceipts/donations will go to the Wade Center in West Virginia.  Most energy has been focused on Mission Festival Treasurer’s 
Report: November and December receipts were good.  General operating account now all right.  There was a need earlier in 
the fall to dip into general reserves, but now positive cash flow.  Investment report, compiled by Ken Hall, was distributed to 
Cabinet. Director of Christian Nurture.: January an intentionally quiet month so that folks can catch their breath.  Family Re-
treat Registration form is almost complete, and will be sent to all those who have expressed interest.  It’s a church family re-
treat, so all are welcome. Pastor’s Report: Christmas and Advent have passed, with many compliments of the different parts of 
the service.  So wonderful to see so many folks involved at each of the services.  O Holy Night, sung by men’s acapella group, 
now posted on Facebook, made many smile.  Christmas Day and New Year’s Day services were a taste of summer in the midst 
of cold. New Testament sermon series continues as does bible study; May look into contemporary music and the use of a wor-
ship team in a traditionally worshiping congregation.  Looking at justice, discipleship, hope, salvation as themes going forward 
and how to integrate within a service.  How does contemporary Christian music fit into our worship service?  Other Business: 
Many folks came to women’s breakfast at Riverside Restaurant.  Book club is January 24th.  This year’s book is This I Believe.  
Variety show is tentatively scheduled for March 24th.      ~ Terry Gerrish, Scribe 
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Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is February 6, 2017  Our 
next mailing is February 22, 2017.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ February Worship ~  
In the Sanctuary 

 
 

February 5, 2017 10:00 am  Communion  “Bible Top 40: The Healing of the Paralyte”  
             Mark 2:  1-12    Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor        

               

 
February 12, 2017 10:00 am    “Bible Top 40: Jesus Walks on Water” 

             Mark 14:  22-33  Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   
          
  
February 19, 2017 10:00 am    “Bible Top 40: Ruth and Naomi” 

             Ruth 1   Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   

          

  
February 26, 2017 10:00 am    “Bible Top 40: David and Goliath” 

             1 Samuel 17   Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   

      



Daily Lectionary Scripture References
February 2017 (Year A)

Wed., Feb. 1
Psalm 37:1-17
Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22

Luke 6:17-26
Matthew 25:31-46

Thurs., Feb. 2

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

Deuteronomy 4:1-14
1 John 5:1-5

Fri., Feb. 3
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Isaiah 29:1-12
James 3:13-18

Sat., Feb. 4
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Isaiah 29:13-16
Mark 7:1-8

Sun., Feb. 5

Fifth Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
Matthew 5:13-20

Mon., Feb. 6

Psalm 119:105-112
2 Kings 22:3-20
Romans 11:2-10

Tues., Feb. 7

Psalm 119:105-112
2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25

2 Corinthians 4:1-12

Wed., Feb. 8

Psalm 119:105-112
Proverbs 6:6-23
John 8:12-30

Thurs., Feb. 9

Psalm 119:1-8
Genesis 26:1-5
James 1:12-16

Fri., Feb. 10

Psalm 119:1-8
Leviticus 26:34-46
1 John 2:7-17

Sat., Feb. 11

Psalm 119:1-8
Deuteronomy 30:1-9a
Matthew 15:1-9

Sun., Feb. 12

Sixth Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or
Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Mon., Feb. 13

Psalm 119:9-16
Exodus 20:1-21

James 1:2-8

Tues., Feb. 14

Psalm 119:9-16
Deuteronomy 23:21—24:4, 10-
15

James 2:1-13

Wed., Feb. 15

Psalm 119:9-16
Proverbs 2:1-15
Matthew 19:1-12

Thurs., Feb. 16

Psalm 119:33-40

Exodus 22:21-27
1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1

Fri., Feb. 17

Psalm 119:33-40
Leviticus 6:1-7
Galatians 5:2-6

Sat., Feb. 18

Psalm 119:33-40
Leviticus 24:10-23

Matthew 7:1-12

Sun., Feb. 19

Seventh Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

Mon., Feb. 20

Psalm 119:57-64
Proverbs 25:11-22
Romans 12:9-21

Tues., Feb. 21

Psalm 119:57-64
Genesis 31:1-3, 17-50
Hebrews 12:14-16

Wed., Feb. 22

Psalm 119:57-64
Proverbs 3:27-35
Luke 18:18-30

Thurs., Feb. 23
Psalm 131

Proverbs 12:22-28

Philippians 2:19-24

Fri., Feb. 24

Psalm 131
Isaiah 26:1-6
Philippians 2:25-30

Sat., Feb. 25
Psalm 131
Isaiah 31:1-9
Luke 11:14-23

Sun., Feb. 26

Eighth Sunday after the 

Epiphany
Isaiah 49:8-16a
Psalm 131
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

Mon., Feb. 27
Psalm 104
Deuteronomy 32:1-14
Hebrews 10:32-39

Tues, Feb. 28

Psalm 104
1 Kings 17:1-16
1 Corinthians 4:6-21

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts. 
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their 
own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of 
Christ – made possible by Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Fellowship Dues.



~ February 2017 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

7a Men's Group (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

 

2 Groundhog Day 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

3  

Family Retreat  

Pastor John Day Off 

4  

Family Retreat  

5 Super Bowl 

COMMUNION 

Family Retreat  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

6  

March Newsletter 

Deadline 

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

7  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Violence 

Prevention Committee 

(V) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:15p Cabinet (V) 

 

8  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

9  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7p Nurture Board 

(Room 4) 

 

10  

Pastor John Day Off 

11  

12  

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Deacons 

Meeting (UFH) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

3:30p Middle School 

Youth Group (Skating) 

6:30p High School 

Youth Group (V) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

13  

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

14 Valentine's Day 

7:30a Women's 

Fellowship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7p Outreach Board (V) 

 

15  

7a Men's Group (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

 

16  

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p Adult Choir (MR) 

 

17  

Pastor John Day Off 

18  

19  

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

20 Presidents' Day 

Office Closed 

21  

9a Noah’s Ark (LFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

22  

7a Men's Group (V) 

9a Noah’s Ark (LFH) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(MR) 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (ALL) 

 

23  

9a Noah’s Ark (LFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

24  

Pastor John Day Off 

25  

26  

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir 

Plus (MR) 

11:45a Youth Choir 

(MR) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

27  

7p Jubilee Ringers 

(MR) 

 

28  

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7p Women's Fellowship 

(V) 

7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


