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Sunday Worship and Church School 10:00 am  
 

Church Office Phone:  781-275-7951    
Church Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9 am - 3 pm      
Church Office Email: fchurchb2@verizon.net                                                                      
Website:  www.firstchurchbedford.org 

~~~~~                                                                         
Senior Pastor: The Reverend John Castricum       

                            cell phone: 857-939-0711                                 

Director of Christian Nurture: Kate Byers   
Music Director: Susan Capestro 

Church Administrator: Suzie Barry 

Pastor’s Message 
 

When I was young, our family had a 
very clear and consistent rule during 
the holidays: no Christmas carols until 
the day after Thanksgiving.   I  remem-
ber drives down to my grandparents’ 

house in New Jersey, seeing all the Christmas dec-
orations, particularly the giant Santa Claus coming 
out of a big chimney in the middle of a mall parking 
lot, and just aching to start singing.  Yet all we 
could do was “over the river and through the 
woods.” 
 Early on, I never understood this rule – it 
just didn’t seem fair.  Yet now that I’m a father, I 
see the importance of it, and now it is the rule in 
our house.  From a practical standpoint, it ensures 
that we don’t get sick of Christmas music before 
Christmas comes.  It is a rule to protect parent’s 
sanity! 
 Deeper down, though, I think the rule cap-
tures the essence of Advent.  Advent is all about 
waiting.  The Israelites had to wait hundreds of 
years until their Messiah, their Savior came.  Year 
after year, decade after decade they would pray to 
the Lord, yearning for light to come in the midst of 
their darkness. Thank You! 

 Many thanks to all who have pledged to 
support the ministries of First Church for the        
upcoming year!  Your generosity will make a huge 
difference in the lives of so many people in our 
church, community and world.  As we look ahead 
to even greater ministry and outreach in 2017, all 
those who give can have the satisfaction of know-
ing that their gifts are being used to transform the 
lives of hundreds, even thousands.  Thanks to you 
all for making First Church such a rich, vibrant 
community of faith!  God bless you all! 

~ First Church Generosity Team 

Christian Nurture 
 

Advent is one of my favorite times of 
year. I love the active waiting and the 
challenge of creating holy space admits 
secular hustle and bustle. This year 
Christian Nurture is focusing on a few 

simple activities that combine service with Christ-
mas Cheer. One of our activities started in Novem-
ber. We began making origami stars that will hang 
in the sanctuary during advent. Our event in        
November was a great start but we need more 
stars. So pick up some paper during coffee hour, 
and make a few stars during your down time. The 
stars take some practice and patience. My first    
attempt looked nothing like a star and might have 
involved some colorful language. After some    
practice, I now find the process enjoyable and even 
somewhat meditative. I encourage you to give it a 
try. You can find start directions here http://
www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/5-pointed-
origami-star.html If folding stars does not get easi-
er and does not bring you joy, stop. There are    
plenty of other star makers in the congregation 

continued on page 4 
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Pastor continued from page 1 

 Compared to ancient Israel, our waiting 
seems pretty trivial.  Our culture’s impatience 
seems very much like that of a child.  I’m convinced 
that much of our economic crisis comes from our 
inability to wait.  Credit card companies have made 
huge profits by feeding off this impatience.  You 
want that flat screen TV.  It’s beyond your means, 
but there it is, each week in front of you as you go 
through Walmart.  How easy it is to give into that 
temptation to take out that credit card and just 
buy it!  Not only has a new generation gotten itself 
into uncontrollable debt, they have missed out in a 
exciting process of waiting.   

When I was about 12 years old, I desperate-
ly wanted a stereo system.  I saw one in the store 
that I really liked, and asked my parents if I could 
have one.  They told me that I could get it by sav-
ing up my allowance.  At first, I was disappointed, 
but then as I saved, week after week, I got more 
and more excited about getting to that goal.  
Then, finally, after a year or so, I had enough mon-
ey.  My Dad took me to the store, I put down my 
hard-earned dollars, and bought the stereo.  It was 
one of the most exciting days of my life! 

It really concerns me to see a generation of 
children who are given everything they ask for, 
who are not told that they have to wait.  It really 
takes the excitement out of getting something.  
Somehow, the waiting of Advent is about building 
up that great excitement  and joy that Christmas 
gives you.  If we don’t hold back, and force our-
selves to wait, Christmas will lose some of its joy 
and power. 

For this Christmas season, then, I would 
challenge everyone to use restraint.  Hold back, 
force yourself to wait.  Don’t play all your CD’s at 
once – let a few favorites stay in their cases for a 
few weeks.  Don’t bake your favorite cookie just 
yet.  Don’t get the tree into your house right away, 
and when it’s in, don’t trim it until a week or so.  
The German tradition is to not trim it until Christ-
mas eve, so that when the children wake up on 
Christmas morning, they are greeted by the joyful 
sight. 

May God give you the blessing of waiting, 
of yearning, of anticipation during this Advent sea-
son.     ~ Pastor John 

Open House with  
John, Sarah and Emily 

John, Sarah and Emily John, Sarah and Emily John, Sarah and Emily John, Sarah and Emily     

would like to invite would like to invite would like to invite would like to invite     

all members and friends of First Church all members and friends of First Church all members and friends of First Church all members and friends of First Church     

to a to a to a to a     

Holiday Open HouseHoliday Open HouseHoliday Open HouseHoliday Open House    

at the Church Manseat the Church Manseat the Church Manseat the Church Manse    

on Saturday, December 10on Saturday, December 10on Saturday, December 10on Saturday, December 10thththth        

from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.    

~~~ 
Please join us for some food, fellowship Please join us for some food, fellowship Please join us for some food, fellowship Please join us for some food, fellowship     
and fun as we begin the Christmas season.and fun as we begin the Christmas season.and fun as we begin the Christmas season.and fun as we begin the Christmas season.    

“Bible Top 40” Bible Study 
 
 Our new “Bible Top 40” Bible Study, got off 
to a great start last Month.  If you missed it, please 
come and join us this month! 
  The Bible Study runs on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 7 to 8:30 pm. and 
then repeat the next Thursday morning at 10 a.m. 
at the local Bruegger’s Bagels on Great Road.      
December Bible Studies are on December 7th and 

8th, and December 21st and 22nd.  
 Each session will be covering the Bible     
passage that Pastor John will be preaching on the 
upcoming Sunday.  We will be going through the 
historical and religious background of these stories 
as well as seeing how they apply to our daily lives. 
 No prior knowledge or experience with the 
Bible is required.  All you need to bring is a Bible, 
your questions and an open mind.  Please come 
and give it a try!  It could really change the way you 
see the Bible and your life!  Feel free to talk to    
Pastor John if you have any questions. 
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Advent and Christmas Events 
 
 

 First Church is pleased to offer its members, friends and neighbors the following events to help 
you get into the “spirit of the season.”  Come to any and all these offerings, and make sure to invite a 
friend or neighbor! 
 

♦ Holiday Open House - Saturday, December 10th from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Manse 
 Please join Pastor John, Sarah and Emily for an afternoon of food, fellowship and fun. 
 

♦ Bell Sunday -  December 11th at 10:00 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary 
Continuing a tradition started three years ago at First Church, we encourage everyone in the             

congregation to bring a bell – any bell – to our regular morning service of worship.  During the         

refrains in the carols and on other occasions, we will lift up our joy to the Lord with a huge choir of 

bells ringing!  The morning will also highlight several pieces of music featuring our wonderful Jubilee 

Bell Ringers.  Come join us for a joyful service! 
 

♦ Wonderful Wednesday - Wednesday, December 14th at 6:00 p.m. in Upper Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday December 14th is a special intergenerational Advent workshop event. Bring your entire 

family for dinner, special women’s fellowship desserts, and an all ages Advent program focused on 

preparing your family for Advent’s active waiting. 
 

♦ Nativity Sunday - Sunday, December 18th at 10 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary 
 We will be celebrating the birth of Jesus in an intergenerational service, featuring a special Sunday 

 School video.  
 

♦ Christmas Eve Family Service - Saturday, December 24th at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Please join us for a service for all ages, featuring lessons, carols, and a Christmas story. 
 

♦ Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - Saturday, December 24th at 9:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Please join us for a service of lessons, carols, a special Christmas message and candle lighting. 
 

♦ Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25th at 11:00 a.m. in the Koebele Music Chapel  

    Christmas Memorial Poinsettias 2016 
 

Our joy in the Christmas season is reflected in the holiday December decorations in our church.  
Poinsettias will not only brighten our Sanctuary on Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve, but will 
also spread the blessings of the season throughout our church family to those who cannot 
attend Christmas services.   

Those wishing to purchase one or more poinsettias may do so by clipping this form and 
returning it to the church by December 9th with your check for $12.00 each, made out to:                                     
First Church of Christ, with “Poinsettia” marked in the lower left corner. 

 

Name(s) of donor(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

Donated in Memory of:________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check one: 

����  I/We will leave plant(s) to be distributed to a shut-in. 

����  I/We will take plant(s) after 9:00 pm Christmas Eve service. 
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and plenty of other ways to engage Advent and 
Christmas at the church.  

Just a reminder, I am available most days 
and at church on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Sun-
days. I have office hours at Ken’s NY Deli on 
Wednesdays from 1 to 2:30. Stop by for conversa-
tion and an after school snack. You can also find 
me online. Feel free to friend me (Kate A. Byers) on 
Facebook, or to follow me on twitter 
@KateAByers. 

~ Kate Byers, Director, Christian Nurture 

Christian Nurture continued from page 1 

Sunday School 

Elementary School: 
 During December, Children will learn about 
the birth of Jesus. They will explore the bible sto-
ries around Jesus’ birth through art, cooking, sci-
ence, and music workshops. They will also explore 
the birth of Jesus through drama. All of our church 
school students will be working together to create 
a Nativity Story video. Every week kids will get a 
chance to spend a few moments in costume acting 
out the story of Jesus birth. 
 
Middle School (6th through 8th grade): 
 During December, all of our church school 
students will be working together to create a Na-
tivity Story video. The youth will take a leadership 
role in the preparation and presentation of this vid-
eo. This will include field trips to room 8 and the 
dirt cellar as the youth think about the best ways 
to visual depict Jesus’ birth. I am excited to see 
what our youth come up with. 
 
Teach: 
 Would you like to work with our children 
and youth this year? Head over the sign up genius 
to sign up to teach Church School or volunteer in 
the nursery. If you want to work with our youth or 
volunteer in a different way, talk to Kate. There are 
lots of big and small ways to help our children and 
youth grow in faith. You can sign up online here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0e49aaab22a6f49-sunday2 

Youth Group for 2016-2017 

Middle School: 
On Saturday,  December 3 from 3:30 to 8:30 pm,    
middle school youth will gather at church to host a 
parent’s night out. This will involve working with 
adult volunteers to entertain children while their 
parents get a night out. Money raised from this 
event will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for 
children in need. On Sunday, December 11, from 
1:30 to 5:30 pm middle school youth will take the 
money raised from the parent’s night out and go 
shopping before heading sort gifts for City Mission 
Society.  
 
High School: 
Join Kate for diner and conversation on Sunday 
December 11  from 6:30 to 8 pm. Our meeting will 
be inspired by Living the Questions: The Wisdom of 

Progressive Christianity by David M. Felten and Jeff 
Procter-Murphy. This book provides a primer to a 
church movement that encourages every Christian 
to "live the questions" instead of "forcing the an-
swers." Living the Questions encourages readers 
to think about challenging questions that intersect 
with popular cultures without trying to teach an-
swers. Confab Plus meetings will explore many of 
the questions raised by the authors. The majority 
of this work will occur through conversation. We 
will turn to brief readings, video clips, newspaper 
articles, and other media to get our conversations 
started. There is no prep work, you do not need to 
purchase or read the book, you just need to come 
prepared to share your personal convictions.  

Can You Help?? 

You can now sign up to assist in the Nursery and to 

teach Sunday School online. Please check out our 

online sign up at: 

 http://www.signupgenius.com/ 

You can find our sign ups by logging in or by 

searching fchurchb2@verizon.net. 
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Faith at Home 

 Now that all of our children have a bible designed just for them, what do we do with the bible? 
How do we keep them from getting dusty on the bookshelf? The simple answer seems to be read them of 
course but we know this is far from a simple answer. Let’s start by not putting the bibles away on the top 
shelf of the bookshelf. Encourage your children to keep their bibles handy. Place them someplace they 
will see the bible on a daily basis. This could be on the living room coffee table, on their bed side table, in 
the pile of bed time books, or any other place your child will regularly see their bible. Bibles are far more 
likely to be read if we stumble over them on a regular basis.  
 The next step is to start reading. The bible is a long book that is more accurately a collection of 
many books. It can be intimidating. Where do you start? Should you start at the beginning and read cover 
to cover? Is there a better way? Do you need to commit to reading the entire bible? You and your kids can 
simply read a story or a few verses as a few times a week as the mood strikes you, but I encourage you to 
make a little more of a commitment. This advent commit to reading the Christmas story from your new 
bibles. You can find the story in Matthew Chapters 1 and 2 and Luke Chapters 1, 2, and 3. It is possible to 
read all 5 chapters in one setting, but I encourage you to spread things out a little. Read a few verse a 
day, read a chapter a week, or some other interval that works for your family. Whatever you decide to do, 
I encourage you to make a realistic plan and to commit to that plan. Having a plan and a commitment will 
make opening the bible easier. Knowing you are going to read one chapter or 10 verses as part of a short 
term reading plan will make the bible seem less intimidating. You will know where to start, and you won’t 
feel pressured to read the entire book. Start with an Advent reading plan. In the New Year, we will talk 
about longer term goals.         ~ Kate Byers 

Advent 

 

Bell Sunday 
Bring your bells with you to church on December 11th for a special worship service 
lead by our bell choirs and by a congregation full of joy filled ringers. 
 

 
 

Nativity Sunday 
December 18th we will celebrate the story of the Nativity in Worship. This year the 
church school will create a video depicting the story of Jesus’ birth. The video will 
be presented to the congregation as part of an intergenerational worship service.  
 
 

 

Caroling 
Join the Board of Christian Nurture to go Christmas caroling at Carleton-Willard on 
December 18. Stay tuned for details.  
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News from the Outreach Board 
 

First Church Christmas Card Tree:  Instead of     
mailing Christmas Cards to fellow congregation      
members, please join our card tree tradition! Write 
out your messages to friends or the world - and 
hang on the card tree in the “den” between the 
Sanctuary and Vestry. Save on postage, and put 
those dollars and cents to work by donating to the 
Church, City Mission Society, or  another charity of 
your choice. 

Food Pantry Donations: We continue to remember 
the Bedford Food Pantry in our shopping and    
prayers. The pantry can use nonperishable foods 
before expiration date and personal hygiene    
products - paper towels, dish soap, shampoo, laun-
dry detergent, bar soap. Collection baskets are lo-
cated outside the vestry and the office.  
House of Hope:  House of Hope proudly offers 
many services to homeless families to provide 
them with the tools that they need to better their 
situation for themselves and their families.  We 
would like to continue helping House of Hope in 
Lowell on a monthly basis.  We can provide 2-4    
volunteers on a Monday evening to serve dinner 
and bring side dishes and desserts. They will       
provide the main course. By special arrangement 
we may be able to include young people to open 
the playroom for the kids after dinner is served. If 
you are interested in helping please contact Nancy 
McKinney (nancyemck@gmail.com). We continue 
to collect weekly donations for House of Hope. 
Bring donations of household or personal hygiene 
items and place them in the bins outside of the    
vestry or the office. 

2017 West Virginia Mission Trip: We are pleased to 
announce the 2017 Mission Trip to West Virginia 
from July 8–15. For the second year we will be 
working with the Appalachian South Folklife       
Center, the Wade Center for Children and other 
organizations in the area. You only need to talk to 
those who went on the trip last year to know that 
these trips have to potential to transform your life. 
Participants have said, “this trip has brought my 
faith to a deeper level than ever before” and “this 
might be the most important thing I’ve ever done 
in my life.” Are you feeling called to join us this 
year? Do you have question? Contact Pastor John, 
Rick Burke, Allyson Printz or Mary Criscione. 

Christmas Donations to St. Francis House 
  

 On Christmas Eve, First Church has a  tradition 
of collecting cash donations for St. Francis House. If you 
ever wondered where that donation went, here’s a 
summary of what they do. St. Francis House is a day-
time shelter and resource center for poor and homeless 
men and women in Boston, serving nearly 600 people 
per day.  Services include meals, clothing, medical care, 
counseling, and housing supports. St. Francis House 
also provides vocational rehabilitation courses to 100 
men and women a year, and manages 56 units of per-
manent supportive housing. In the past year, private 
contributions funded 300,000 meals and 10,000 chang-
es of clothes, as well as 50% of their rehabilitative ser-
vices. St. Francis House asks: “Please join us in helping 
our brothers and sisters leave homelessness behind.” 

City Mission Society Gift Collection 

 Bring new, unwrapped gifts to Church for 
City Mission Society on Sunday, December 11th. The 
CMS Christmas Shop provides a place for Boston’s 
Homeless to “shop” for free for their families. CMS 
also provides items to other community partners 
so that they can distribute them totheir own cli-
ents. A treasured tradition here at First Church, this 
offering of gifts makes a real difference for many 
people of all ages in the city. Questions? Contact 
Mary Criscione by email at: maryc@progress.com 
 

Requested Items: 
♦ Winter coats, sweaters and sweatshirts 
♦ Hats, mittens, gloves and scarves 
♦ Socks and underwear 
♦ Blankets and backpacks 
♦ Toys, books, and games for all ages 
♦ Gift cards from: Target, Walgreens, Marshalls, 

CVS, Kohl's or other merchants 

Handicraft Group Craft Sale 

 The Handicraft Group will have some crafts 
available for sale at coffee hour on Sunday,         
December 11th the day we bring our donations for 
City Mission Society.  If you need some Christmas 
gifts or forgot to bring a donation, come and buy 
something.  There will also be a selection of mit-
tens and hats for purchase and then donation to 
the Mitten Tree in January.  All funds raised will go 
to the West Virginia Mission Project. 
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West Virginia Mission Festival 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 

 

Welcome All, Grow in Faith, Joyfully Serve : it’s not just what we believe, it’s what we do.   

 

Join us on  Saturday, January 14, 2017, as we host the first West Virginia Mission Festival:  
an  event that will donate 100% of the proceeds to fund our own mission trip to West     
Virginia plus a growing list of inspiring partner organizations in West Virginia. 

Appalachian Music & Storytelling 

 We will have Live Music and Storytelling about West Virginia , featuring 4 of our 
 partners from West Virginia that we met this year: 

• Tim and Maggie (banjo, flute and whole lot more) 
• Lori and Robert Blankenship (traditional Appalachian music) 

 In addition to great music, they will be talking about: 

• the challenging economic environment West Virginians are facing 
• the solutions and opportunities available to us as partners to bring hope 

and optimism back to a naturally beautiful and amazing part of our     
country. 

Buffet Dinner & Other Activities 

 The event will include: 

• a delicious dinner buffet, featuring food and dishes from the West Virginia       
region. 

• fun-filled activities for our children (and young at heart),  
• an Appalachian Cake-Walk (think musical chairs – with Cakes!), 
• an Arts & Crafts room where folks can purchase items from West Virginia 

and local artists. 

We Need You! 

Events like this require a team of dedicated, enthusiastic staff.   

We will need volunteers to run the kitchen and buffet line for the dinner event, manage 
the music program, sound and lighting for the stage production, develop and manage 
children’s activities, organize a crafts table or room and someone to run the cake walk 
program. 

To become part of the fun, and join our extended mission team, contact Rick Burke at 
617-633-9015, rickburkejr@gmail.com , or Allyson Printz, allyson@printzfamily.us. 
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               Music Notes 
 

At this very moment, Christmas music 
is being composed and arranged for 
the choirs, bells and other instruments. 

Through the use of handbells, trumpet, trombone, 
flute and other instruments, we look forward to a 
prayerful, inclusive and multifaceted Advent sea-
son, both joyous and restful. 
 
Bell Sunday:  
The Jubilee Ringers are playing Carol of the Birds 
for Bell Sunday, December 11. Its   melody is actual-
ly that of Voici L’etoile De Noel, a French Carol from 
Bas-Quercy, also known as Whence Comes this Rush 

of Wings. There are other Carol of the Birds songs, 
one of them Catalonian, however, this particular 
arrangement’s melody is actually that of the 
French carol. A New Gloria is an original handbell 
composition by Cathy Moklebust, one of our favor-
ite composers. Listen for the  fanfare, energetic 
and slow lyrical sections in this eclectic and jubilant 
piece. The Jubilee Juniors, outgrowing their name, 
are playing a handbell trio arrangement of a piece 
by J.S.B. that many of you may recognize. 
 
Christmas Eve:  
A subset of the Jubilee Ringers is playing on Christ-
mas Eve. Laura Mock is also playing a handbell solo 
then, Do You Hear What I Hear. It’s wonderful to 
include many of you in the congregation, who sing 
or play instruments, to help celebrate this special 
service. 
 
Life Beyond Advent:  
On Saturday night, January 14th’s West Virginia 
Mission Celebration, we are looking forward to 
hearing the music of   Tim Mainland. Tim and his 
bandmates are a very special and diverse group; 
their music encompasses classical, bluegrass and 
techno genres, and everything in between. All you 
have to do is Google “Tim Mainland” to learn more 
about these fascinating musicians - not to be 
missed! 

~ Susan Capestro, Director of Music 

           We are pleased to announce the birth of Henry Timothy Taylor  

                      to Eric & Nikki Taylor  on Wednesday, October 19th 

                          Proud grandparents are Jane & Timothy Taylor 

Celebrate Advent with  
Wonderful Wednesday  

 For our December gathering, the Women’s 
Fellowship/Soul Sisters (WFSS) will join Wonderful 
Wednesday for dinner and a special Advent        
program. We will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,      
December 14, in Upper Fellowship Hall for dinner 
($5 donation per person) prepared by the regular 
Wonderful Wednesday cooking team.  
 As a special treat, WFSS members will bring 
their favorite Christmas cookies & sweets to share 
with the group for dessert. After dinner, Pastor 
John and Kate Byers will lead us in a special Advent 
program/activity. All members – and all ages – of 
the church family are welcome. Bring a friend!  

~ Allyson Printz (allyson@printzfamily.us) 
~ Kathy Register (registerk11@gmail.com)  

Don’t Forget to Turn In Your Pledge 
 Many thanks to everyone who has turned in 
their pledge card for the 2017 giving year.  If you 
haven’t turned one in yet, there is still plenty of 
time.  Feel free to mail them to the church, drop 
them in an offering plate or hand them into the 
church office.  Blank cards are available in the 
church office, in the narthex or in the Vestry.  
Thanks to all for generously supporting our church! 

December Deacons Collection 
on Sunday, December 4, 2016 is for 

 

UCC-The Christmas Fund for the Veterans  

of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 
 Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide        
pension and health premium supplementation to       
low-income retirees, emergency assistance to the      
families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas Gift 
Checks to hundreds of pastors who have retired after 
many years of serving small, rural, or churches that 
could not afford to pay a pension. Your gifts to the 
Christmas Fund are needed more than ever to help the 
growing number of ministerial retirees whose low     
income and lack of eligibility for Social Security make it 
difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your    
opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal 
by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
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Thank You, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

  The 65th Annual Turkey Dinner was a great success thanks to all who pitched in to help!  Approxi-

mately 160 people were served and everything was hot and delicious, even the 30 take-out meals!  

Thanks again to everyone who helped make apple pies, peeled, cut, and prepped potatoes and squash, 

helped decorate, serve, or clean up.  The Turkey Dinner could not happen without a lot of hands on deck.  

Very special thanks go to Pastor John for cooking and carving all SIX BIG birds, and to Connie Matheson 

and Peter Gerrish for their tireless help in the kitchen Friday night and all day Saturday.  Also, thanks to 

the clean up crew of Peter Gerrish, Rick Burke, Rich and Kelly Woessner.  Thanks to Allyson Printz, Kathy 

Register, Chenie Bell, along with the strong backs of more than a half dozen middle school youth, as well 

as other volunteers who helped put away tables and chairs at the end of the event.  Many thanks to Judy 

Watkins for making the cranberry sauce, to Allyson Printz and Carol Jamison and their pie making crew, 

to the pumpkin pie bakers, pie cutters Pat Konkle and Laura Sackett, terrific takeout trio of Mary 

Criscione, Kathy and Becky Konkle, ticket takers Sarah Castricum and Cindy Webb, and publicity helpers 

Suzie Barry and Chenie Bell.  From buffet line servers, to Middle School youth servers, to kitchen crew 

helpers, thank you all!  We also are grateful to Stop & Shop for the price break on the turkeys and to Mar-

ket Basket for the price break on the peeled butternut squash.  Even with rising food prices, we cleared 

nearly $2,000 for our local budget.  Everything was delicious and enjoyed enormously by a sell-out crowd! 

                       ~ Dotty Blake, Turkey Dinner Chairperson 

November 1, 2016 Cabinet Minutes 
 

10 Members were present. 
 

Nurture: Upcoming events: apple picking in October, after-church star-making in November, Nativity Sun-
day and Christmas Eve early service in December, all-church family retreat in February. 
 

Outreach:  Collecting Cradles to Crayones items in November.  Collecting toys and coats for CMS in De-
cember.  Ongoing activities include House of Hope and Beford Food Pantry.  WV Mission Trip will happen 
the week of July 9th.   
 

Stewardship:  Pump for boiler being replaced.  Tree work being done in back.  Update on DPW plans to 
remove trees between church and police station in order to build a new retaining wall.  Nat Brown/N.E. 
Nurseries donated new plants for side of church. 
 

Deacons:  Discussed Advent and Christmas plans.  Greeters added to both doors.   
 

Treasurer:  Pledge income has declined from July to October.  Big expenses coming this month.  Money 
had to be taken from cash reserves to cover payroll and operating expenses. 
 

Pastor:  Bible Top 40 sermon series and Bible Study in full gear.  Attended Restorative Justice training. 
 

Other Business:   
Giving campaign – Rick and John strategizing, campaign will happen in November.   
Goods & Services Auction – Bidding is too “nice” – need more competition! 
Turkey Dinner – a great success! 
 

Next Meeting: December 6th.         - Rick Burke, scribe pro-tem 
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~ December 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
AA: 

Daily 6:00 AM (UFH) 

Tuesday 6:45 p (Rm 5) 

Thurs 7:30 p (UFH) 

      1 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

2 

Pastor John Day Off 
3 

3:30p-8:30p  Parents 
Night Out 

4 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

COMMUNION 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Deacons Meet-

ing (UFH) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

5 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

  

6 

7:30a Violence Preven-

tion Committee (V) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:15p Cabinet (V) 

  

7 

7a Men's Group (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

  

8 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

9 

Pastor John Day Off 
10 

2p-5p Open House at 
Manse 

  

11 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Bell Sunday 

CMS Sunday 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Nurture Board 

(Youth Room) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

1:30p Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:30p High School 

Youth Group (V) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

12 

January Newsletter 

Deadline 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

  

13 

7:30a Women's Fellow-

ship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

14 

7a Men's Group (V) 

6p Wonderful Wednes-

day (ALL) 

  

15 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John (Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

16 

Pastor John Day Off 
17 

18 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Nativity Sunday 

8:15a 8:15 Discussion 

Group (V) 

10a Worship (S) 

12p Jubilee Juniors 

(MR) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

19 

7p Jubilee Ringers (MR) 

  

20 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

21 

7a Men's Group (V) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(MR) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

  

22 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger’s) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

23 

Pastor John Day Off 
24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

4p Christmas Eve Fami-

ly Service (Sanctuary) 

9p Christmas Eve Can-

dle Light Service 

(Sanctuary) 

  

25 Christmas 

11a Worship (Koebele 

Music Chapel) 

26 

Office Closed 
27 

7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 

  

28 

7a Men's Group (V) 
29 30 

Pastor John Day Off 
31 
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The First Church of Christ, Congregational 
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Bedford, MA 01730-2192 
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Non Profit 
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Paid 
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Permit #18 

Please let us know if you change your address. 
If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box 
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is December 12, 2016  
Our next mailing is December 21, 2016.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ December Worship ~  
 
 
 

December 4, 2016 10:00 am  Communion   “Bible Top 40: The Annunciation” 
     2nd Sunday of Advent       Luke 1:  26-38

                                                  
December 11, 2016 10:00 am 3rd Sunday of Advent  “Bible Top 40: Elizabeth Visits Mary” 

     Bell Sunday        Luke 1: 39-56 
           
December 18, 2016 10:00 am 4th Sunday of Advent  “Bible Top 40: The Birth of Jesus” 

     Nativity Sunday       Luke 2: 1-20 

           
December 24, 2016 4:00 pm Family Service   Kate Byers, Director Christian Nurture 

   9:00 pm Candlelight Service  Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 

 
December 25, 2016 11:00 am Christmas Day   “They Followed a Bright Star” 

   Koebele Music Chapel            Luke 2: 1-20 


