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Sunday Worship and Church School 10:00 am  
 

Church Office Phone:  781-275-7951    
Church Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9 am - 3 pm      
Church Office Email: fchurchb2@verizon.net                                                                      
Website:  www.firstchurchbedford.org 

~~~~~                                                                         
Senior Pastor: The Reverend John Castricum       
                            cell phone: 857-939-0711                                 
Director of Christian Nurture: Kate Byers   
Music Director: Susan Capestro 
Church Administrator: Suzie Barry 

Pastor’s Message 
 

In January, I had the privilege of 
hearing one of my favorite writers 
speak at the Calvin Institute Sympo-
sium on Worship.  N. T. Wright is one 
of the most influential biblical theo-

logians of our times.  Most of his books are about 
his specialty, New Testament studies and the histo-
ry and theology of the early Christian church.  But 
he was at the Symposium to talk about worship: 
specifically the role of scripture in worship.   
 You might think this is a “no brainer” – of 
course scripture should be involved in worship.  
Isn’t scripture at the heart of worship?  Well, yes 
and no.  Certainly, scripture is read at worship.  
Hopefully, the sermon is based upon the scripture 
passage.  Hopefully, the pastor and music director 
try to make all aspects of the service support the 
scripture passage.  But even with all these things in 
place, the power and presence scripture can easily 
get lost in the service. 
 A year ago January, I went to the Worship 
Symposium and experienced a seminar that 
changed me and my worship ministry.  Jeff Barker, 
a drama professor at Northwestern Christian Col-
lege, made a strong case that scripture should not 
just be read, it should be “performed.”  He chal-

Christian Nurture 

This year, April is part of two distinct li-
turgical seasons. We begin the month in 
Lent, we travel through Holy Week, We 
celebrate Easter, and then we end the 
month during the season of Easter. Yes! 
Easter is more than just a day, it is an en-

tire season. But before we get to Easter, we must travel 
through Holy Week. Following the story of Holy Week, 
takes us on a roller coaster ride. We start with the high 
of Jesus’ triumphant entry on Palm Sunday. Then we 
travel to the temple where Jesus over throws tables 
and begins a period of teaching. All of this excitement 
leads to the Last Supper, to Jesus arrest, trail, and cruci-
fixion. Good Friday is a sombering low we can only call 
good because we know what is to come. Easter Sunday 
we return to exuberance as we celebrate the resurrec-
tion. The celebration of Easter is wonderful on its own 
however it is more powerful if you travel the entire 
week. So come have dinner and worship on Maundy 
Thursday. Come to church on Good Friday to spend a 
few minutes with our interactive stations of the cross, 
and come to church Easter Sunday for breakfast, and 
egg hunt, and an intergenerational worship service full 
of music.              ~ Kate Byers 

Calling All “Artistic” People 
 

 Would you like to be part of the team that cre-
ates the banners and “installations” in our sanctuary?  
Do you have any ideas to add color and beauty to our 
worship space?  Then join our visual choir.  Several peo-
ple have already come together to begin a banner pro-
ject based upon Pastor John’s “Bible Top 40” symbols 
in church.  We are also looking to create some things 
for Holy Week and Easter.  Also, if you have any 
“remnants” of fabric that is at least a couple square 
feet, please bring it in.  It might become part of a ban-
ner!  You can drop off the material in the church office 
or give it Pastor John.  If you are interested in any of 
these things, please talk to Pastor John – he’d love to 
get you involved. 
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Pastor continued from page 1 

lenged us to start memorizing the scripture we are 
preaching on and deliver it from memory on Sun-
day morning.  Without being too overly dramatic, 
we should think of unleashing the power and po-
tential of scripture as we tell the sacred story. 
 Over the past year, I have heard from many 
of you how this practice has turned one of the dull-
est part of the service into one of the most excit-
ing parts.  This is one of the points Wright made: 
scripture should be done well during the service.  
He pointed out that, if the choir doesn’t spend 
time to learn the anthem well, and gives a poor 
performance, people will complain.  Yet if some-
one reads scripture in a dull, uninspired way, no-
body complains. 
 But Wright had a bigger point about scrip-
ture.  Often we read snippets of scripture without 
any sense of how they fit into the big story of the 
Bible.  We need to hear about and get caught up in 
the grand vision of God, starting with Genesis and 
ending with Revelation.  If we don’t connect it to 
this story, it will get connected to the stories told 
by our culture.  Jesus becomes a pop psychologist 
or social justice advocate or self-improvement 
guru.   
 Wright challenged us to read large portions 
of the Bible – for instance, read a whole book in 
one sitting.  This is easily do-able.  This past month, 
I preached from Ruth, Esther, and Jonah: all Bible 
books  that can be easily read in about fifteen to 
thirty minutes.  As I write this, I am looking forward 
to our March 22nd Wonderful Wednesday when we 
read the whole gospel of Mark together.  Although 
this might sound daunting, it’s not as hard as you 
think, and the result of hearing the whole story can 
be life changing. 
 Another way of putting Wright’s comments 
into practice will happen on Palm Sunday.  For 
many churches, this is called Palm/Passion Sunday, 
starting with a reading of Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem and ending with the account of his 
suffering and death.  Right now, I am in the pro-
cess of memorizing Matthew chapters 26 and 27 – 
his passion narrative.  I’m considering this my Len-
ten discipline, and I’m finding that it is one of the 
best projects I’ve ever undertaken.  It’s as if I am 
learning anew the text that I thought I knew so 
well.  My goal is to dramatically tell the whole     
passion story during the Palm/Passion Sunday    

service on April 9th.  We will surround the story 
with the traditional hymns and other special music 
for that day, including a group singing of “The 
Palms.”   
 A preaching professor of mine once told 
the class that we often just have to “get out of the 
way of the story, especially during Holy Week.”  On 
April 9, we will do just that: let the whole story 
confront us, touch us and move us.  Hopefully it 
will be a service where are faith is taken to new 
and deeper levels. 
 Blessings upon everyone as we journey 
through Lent and prepare ourselves for this great 
story of God’s amazing love.    
     ~ Pastor John 

“Bible Top 40” Bible Study 
 

 The  “Bible Top 40” Bible Study, continues 
in April on the 1st Wednesday of the month from     
7 to 8:30 pm. and then repeat the next Thursday 
morning at 10 am, at the local Bruegger’s Bagels on 
Great Road.  Bible Studies are on April 5th and 6th. 

Due to April Vacation, Bible Studies will not be held 
on the 3rd week.  
 Each session will be covering the Bible    
passage that Pastor John will be preaching on the 
upcoming Sunday.  We will be going through the 
historical and religious background of these stories 
as well as seeing how they apply to our daily lives. 
 No prior knowledge or experience with the 
Bible is required.  All you need to bring is a Bible, 
your questions and an open mind.  Please come 
and give it a try!  It could really change the way you 
see the Bible and your life!  Feel free to talk to    
Pastor John if you have any questions. 

Bruegger’s Coffee and Bible Study 
 

 Pastor John will be continuing “Coffee and 
Conversation” at Bruegger’s Bagels on Great Road.   
On Tuesday, he will be there from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. He will be available to talk about any-
thing you want: faith, the Red Sox,  weather or  
anything else on your mind.  On Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., John is offering his “Bible 
Top 40” Bible Study.  Feel free to drop in with your 
Bible, an open mind, and your questions about the 
Bible passages John is preaching on Sunday     
morning. 
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Lent and Holy Week 2017 
    

First Church will be observing Holy Week during the month of April.   

We are pleased to offer everyone the following events.   

Come to any and all these offerings, and make sure to invite a friend or neighbor. 
 

Sunday, April 9th – Palm/Passion Sunday:  Join us for a special service that starts with  Jesus triumphal 
march into Jerusalem, and ends with his suffering and crucifixion.  The service will include the Sunday 
School children marching in and distributing Palms to the congregation.  Pastor John will be offering a 
dramatic retelling of the story of Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.  
You will not want to miss this powerful and moving service. 
 

Thursday, April 13th – Maundy Thursday:  After a simple supper at 6:00 p.m., we will be having a 7:15 ser-
vice.  The first part of the service will remember Christ’s last supper with his disciples.  The second part of 
the service will recount the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus, using eight symbols connected with his pas-
sion and death.  The service will include the extinguishing of candles and the ringing of a bell 33 times, re-
membering the 33 years Jesus spent on earth. 
 

Friday,  April 14th  3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. – Good Friday: This year, we are pleased to bring back the 
‘Thresholds of Good Friday’ experience.   As many in the church will recall, this is an interactive experience 
for people of all ages.  Families are encouraged to come together.  During this experience, it is often a 
child’s question that starts important conversations about faith.  People can come any time between 3 
p.m. and 8 p.m. and stay as long as they want.  During your time, you are invited to sit in the Garden of 
Gethsemene, sit in Pilot’s chair, feel the crown of thorns or taste the vinegar drink given to Jesus on the 
cross as well as several other stations.  For many, this is a way of experiencing Christ’s suffering and death 
in a fresh and powerful way.  Please come and invite a friend to this sacred and important time. 
 

Sunday, April 16th – Easter Sunday:  We will begin our Easter celebration with an ecumenical Easter Ser-
vice at 6:30 at Fawn Lake.  Our traditional Easter Breakfast  will be held at 7:15, followed by an Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Finally, come to our 10:00 a.m. service as we joyfully celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, complete 
with glorious music and a brand new art “installation.” 
 

We hope and pray that each of you will join us this year in our Lenten journey,  

as we commemorate and remember the events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.   

Easter Plants 
 Our joy in the Easter season is reflected in the holiday decorations in our church.  Easter plants will not  
only brighten our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, but may be used to spread the blessings of this season throughout 
our church  family to those who cannot attend Easter services.  
 Those wishing to purchase one or more plants may do so by returning this form to the church office with 
your check for $12.00 each, made out to the “First Church of Christ, Congregational” with “Easter Plant” marked 
in the lower left-hand corner.  The deadline for orders is: Friday, March 31, 2017 

 
Name(s) of donor(s):  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory or honor of (optional): __________________________________________________________________ 

Please check the number and kind of plant(s) you wish:   Lily ____ Tulip ____ Daffodil ____ Hydrangea ____ 

               Please check one: 

 ___ I/We will leave the plant(s) to be distributed to a shut-in 

 ___ I/We will take the plant(s) after the Easter Service. 
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April Deacons Offering 
Sunday, April 2, 2017 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

 The April Deacon’s Offering will be taken on 
Sunday, April 2nd for One Great Hour of Sharing. 
One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that 
makes the love of Christ real for individuals and 
communities around the world who suffer the 
effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic 
hardship, and for those who serve them through 
gifts of money and time. Today, projects are       
underway in more than 100 countries, including 
the United States and Canada. In the 1990s,         
receipts have exceeded $20 million annually. While 
specific allocations differ in each denomination, all 
use their One Great Hour of Sharing funds to make 
possible disaster relief, refugee assistance,           
development aid and more. 

Wonderful Wednesday 
 

 Wonderful Wednesdays continue in April.  
Although there will be no Wonderful Wednesday 
of the 12th, everyone is encouraged to join us on 
Thursday the 13th  at 6:00 pm for a simple soup and 
bread supper, followed by our Maundy Thursday 
service.   
 On Wednesday, April 26th, we will get to-
gether for a delicious dinner at 6:00 pm, followed 
by the final “New Testament 101” program by    
Pastor John.  For the last of this series, Pastor John 
will be addressing the last book in the bible:       
Revelation.  Please come with you all the questions 
that you always had about this often troubling but 
ultimately hopeful book. 

Middle and High School Youth Group 

 In April both middle and high school youth 
are invited to participate in service with the con-
gregation. The Outreach committee is planning a 
Cradles to Crayons trip to Brighton. All youth are 
encouraged to participate in this intergenerational 
service project. Stay tuned for more details. Youth 
are also invited to help serve Easter Sunday. There 
are two opportunities for Easter service. The first is 
helping with Easter Breakfast. Come join your 
friends in serving the community a welcoming 
breakfast. Youth should arrive at 7:15am. Towards 
the end of Easter Breakfast, youth will be invited to 
help with the Easter Egg hunt. Egg Hunt set up be-
gins at 9am. The Hunt starts at 9:30am. Youth can 
help with set up and they can help the younger 
children during the hunt.  

8:15 Group Welcomes New Members 
 The 8:15 Group is about to start a new book so 
this is a great time to join the group.  It meets at 8:15 on 
Sunday mornings for a light breakfast and discussion. 
We love to have new members so we hope you will give 
us a try.  The new book is Between the Dark and the Day-
light by Sister Joan Chittister.  In the group we have 
talked about feeling unsettled and anxious with the 
new administration so we looked for a book that would 
address these kinds of feelings. The book “explores the 
concerns of modern life, of the overworked mind and 
of the hurting heart”   It “reveals how we can better 
understand ourselves, one another and God”.  We 
would love to have you join us.  For more information 
please email or call Ken and Pat Konkle. 
kpkonk@verizon.net   781-275-7332 

With Sympathy 

To the Pike family  
on the passing of Ruth Pike 

0n  February 15, 2017 
~~~ 

To Jack Dacey and family 
on the passing of Jean Dacey 

on January 8, 2017 in New Paltz, NY 

 

Memorial Gifts 
 

In Memory of Jean Dacey 

Music Committee Fund 
Doris Webber 

~~~~~~~~ 

In Memory of Ruth Pike 

Youth Fund 
Nancy French, Phyllis Cooke, Lorraine Bonner,  

Ruth Beauchesne, Emily O’Hara 
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Lent Faith at Home 

 We are 2/3rds of the way through Lent. How is 
adding in some daily God time going? Is it something 
your family was able to do or has it felt like too much? I 
hope things are going well and your new spiritual prac-
tice feels like part of life that will stick around long into 
Easter. If things aren’t going so well, that is OK. 6 
weeks can be a long time for kids. If adding in some 
God time during Lent didn’t work as well as you hoped. 
Don’t give up. You can still give your kids a meaningful 
experience. Take the next few weeks and do something 
special as a family for Lent. Find one extra moment eve-
ry week where your family can focus on God. Maybe it 
is telling the story of Jesus resurrection while dying 
Easter Eggs or putting together an Easter basket for a 
neighbor. Take the things you are already doing and 
talk to you kids what why you are doing them. It is 
these little conversations over a life time that will lead 
to faith. 

Sunday School 

Elementary School During Lent, Children will learn 
about the Last Supper. In this story we hear about 
Jesus and the disciples sharing their last meal to-
gether. As we transition from Lent into the season 
of Easter, we will learn about the story of Doubting 
Thomas. This bible story will give us an entrance to 
talk about Jesus’ resurrection and the disciple’s 
response to seeing Post Easter Jesus.  

Middle School (6thh through 8th grade) During 
Lent, our youth will learn about the spiritual prac-
tice of Honoring Our Bodies. During the season of 
Easter youth will think about the spiritual practice 
of Blessing and Letting God. This spiritual practice 
will become real very quickly half of our group pre-
pares to enter high school. We will talk about end-
ing well, about new beginnings and about how we 
transition from one phase of life to another. Bless-
ing and Letting Go is a process that involves both 
those moving on and those remaining.  

Easter Egg Hunt 

 Easter Sunday, April 16th  come join the 
Board of Christian Nurture in Lower Fellowship Hall 
for an Easter Egg Hunt. The hunt will begin at 9:30 
am. Come ready to collect your team’s eggs and to 
work as a group putting together a colorful puzzle.  

Sally Stowell Scholarship 2017 

 The Sally Stowell Scholarship was established in 
2007 to honor our retiring Director of Christian Nurture. 
Funds for the scholarship were donated by church 
members in honor of Sally Stowell. Funds have also 
been designated for the Scholarship from specific 
church events, such as the Strawberry Festival. This is 
determined on an annual basis. 
 The Scholarship is to be awarded to a high 
school senior of First Church who plans to pursue a ca-
reer working with children or youth. The purpose of the 
scholarship would be to benefit his/her studies toward 
that career. Eligibility does not require that the appli-
cant has been confirmed at First Church. The Nurture 
Board will notify youth via the Church Newsletter that 
scholarship applications are being accepted.  
 The Scholarship recipients and amount will be 
decided each year by a committee consisting of the 
chairman of the Board of Christian Nurture, the Director 
of Christian Nurture, and other committee members 
who do not have children currently in Middle School or 
High School. 
 The scholarship is not intended to be a 
“contest” but will be awarded to all eligible applicants. 
The scholarship will not be awarded if there are no eligi-
ble applicants during a given year. The amount(s) of the 
scholarship each year can vary, according to the fund 
balance and the number of eligible applicants. 
 Sally Stowell Scholarship applications are    avail-
able in the Church office or the Board of Christian Nur-
ture mailbox outside the Church offices. 
 

Recipients: 
2007  Sarah Warwick (the first recipient)  
2008  Lindsay McGrory  
2009  No applicants 
2010  Charlotte Harris 
2011  Courtney Stacey 
2012 No applicants 
2013 Paige Crockett 
2014 Jen Bryan 
2015 No applicants 
2016 No applicants 
 

Return the completed application to the Church office 
or the Board of Christian Nurture mailbox outside the 
Church offices. 

Deadline to apply:  May 1, 2017 

The Sally Stowell Scholarship will be awarded on Nur-
ture Sunday, June  11, 2017. 
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                  Music Notes 

Music is in abundance, as the Lenten sea-
son draws toward Easter! The Youth Choir 
“Plus” sings with Combined Choirs on April 

2, the 5th Sunday of Lent. Palm Sunday, April 9, brings a 
spirited traditional Hebrew dance played on handbells, 
a rousing choir anthem, and an old standby, The Palms. 
The Adult Choir is preparing Duruflé's Ubi Caritas for 
Maundy Thursday. The Jubilee Ringers, Brass Ensem-
ble, and Adult Choir all join forces for Easter Sunday’s 
anthem. Also on that day, the Jubilee Ringers ring an-
other of their “conference” pieces, Psalm of Celebra-
tion, with the Brass Ensemble. Somewhere among all 
that, Rich Woessner is looking forward to playing cello. 
After Easter, we’ll be preparing special music for Music 
Sunday, May 21. 

 Below, please find the music rehearsals sched-
ule for April, and complete music schedules and call 
times for both Palm Sunday and Easter. 

Music Rehearsals Schedule: 
• Sunday 4/2: Adult Choir 8:30 am 
• Sunday 4/2: Youth Choir “Plus” singing in church, 

call time 9:30 am 
• Sunday 4/2: Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
• Sunday 4/2: Jubilee Juniors, no rehearsal 
• Sunday 4/2: Brass/Instrumental Ensemble 12:00 pm 

- 12:30 pm 
• Monday 4/3: Jubilee Ringers 7 pm 
• Thursday 4/6: Adult Choir 7:30 pm  
• Sunday 4/9: Palm Sunday see music schedule/call 

times, below 
• Sunday 4/9: Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
• Sunday 4/9: Brass/Instrumental Ensemble 12:00 pm 

-  12:30 pm 
• Sunday 4/9: Jubilee Juniors w/brass 12:00 am - 12:30 

pm 
• Monday 4/10 - Jubilee Ringers 7 pm 
• Thursday 4/13 Maundy Thursday: Adult Choir call 

time 6:30 pm 
• Sunday 4/16: Easter Sunday see schedule/call times, 

below 
• Sunday 4/16: Easter Sunday - no rehearsals after 

church 
• Monday 4/17: Jubilee Ringers, no rehearsal 

(Patriots’ Day) 
• Thursday 4/20: Adult Choir 7:30 pm 
• Sunday 4/23: Adult Choir 9 am 
• Sunday 4/23: Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
• Sunday 4/23: Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
• Monday 4/24: Jubilee Ringers 7 pm  
• Thursday 4/27 - no choir rehearsal (W.W. week) 

• Sunday 4/30 - Adult Choir 8:30 am 
• Sunday 4/30- Youth Choir 11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
• Sunday 4/30 - Jubilee Juniors 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
 

Palm Sunday music schedule/call times 
• 8:45 am Jubilee Ringers call time  
• 8:50 -9:10 am Run-thru, handbells, King of Kings  
• 9:05 am Adult Choir call time  
• 9:05 am Youth Choir call time 
• 9:10-9:20 am Run-thru, combined choirs, On That 

Day When He Rode into Jerusalem 
• 9:15 am Youth Choir “Plus” call time  
• 9:15 am Brass/Instrumental Ensemble call time 
• 9:20-9:30 am run-thru, all choirs, handbells, brass, 

The Palms 
• 9:30-9:35 am run-thrus, brass/instrumental            

ensemble 
 

Easter Sunday music schedule/call times 
• 8:55 am Call Time, Jubilee Ringers 
• 8:55 am Call Time, Brass/Instrumental Ensemble 
• 9:00-9:15 am Run-thru, handbells, brass, Psalm of 

Celebration   
• 9:10 am Call Time, Adult Choir 
• 9:15-9:25 am Run-thru, choir, handbells, brass, East-

er Day Breaks, Christ Arises!  
• 9:25-9:35 am Run-thrus, brass/instrumental           

ensemble             ~ Susan Capestro, Music Director 

Gather for Supper & Help  
with the Rummage Sale  

 

Everybody in the First Church community is invited 
to join the Women’s Fellowship/Soul Sisters (WFSS) 
for our end-of-April gathering, which will focus on 
the Rummage Sale. We will enjoy a light supper of 
hearty homemade soup & bread, then roll up our 
sleeves to help with Rummage Sale pricing. 
 

Time: 6 p.m. 
Date: Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Place: Vestry (for soup & bread) 
 

Following dinner, we’ll help price items for the Rum-
mage Sale to be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 29.  (If you can’t make it for      dinner, come 
on down later. We can always use your help!) All ages 
and sexes are welcome. Please join us for soup & 
bread and fun fellowship!  
 

Questions? Contact:  
♦Susan Wingfield -- susanw1@verizon.net  781-275-9389  
♦Kathy Register -- registerk11@gmail.com  781-275-6205   
♦Allyson Printz -- allyson@printzfamily.us  978-590-2246    
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Rummage Sale — SAVE THE DATE — Saturday, April 29, 2017 

Date:  Saturday, April 29th   

Time:  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

Benefits:  Local church budget, Bedford Food Pantry, Vietnam Veterans 

Donation at door:  $1 for Bedford Food Pantry  

Committee Contacts:  Allyson Printz, Kathy Register, Susan Wingfield 

 

Donation Drop-Off Times 

10 AM – 8 PM:  Tuesday & Wednesday, April 26th & April 25th 

10 AM – 4 PM:  Thursday, April 27th  

Please NO DROP OFFS Friday, April 28th. 

We need your help!! 

CLEAN -—Get started now cleaning out your closets, attic, basement, and garage.  
  

DONATE — We need your donations!  However, we can only accept items in good condition.  Please do not 
donate any items that are torn, broken, stained, moldy, rusty, or missing necessary pieces.  
 
WE ACCEPT — Gently worn clothing, books, puzzles, games, toys, white elephants, household items, 
small WORKING appliances, linens, jewelry, small sports equipment (skates, soccer equipment, racquets) 
and shoes.   
 
(A knowledgeable antiques person will evaluate better items so we can try to get the best price for your 
valuable donations.  If you have a suggested price, please let us know.) 
 
WE CANNOT ACCEPT — TVs, golf clubs/bags, computers and computer peripherals (printers, monitors, 
big speakers), large furniture, microwaves, or big sports equipment (skis and ski boots, rowing machines, 
treadmills) as our take-away truck can't accept them.  
   

VOLUNTEER — Volunteer to help unpack, sort, price and organize.  Come for soup, more 
sorting, and pricing on Thursday, April 27th at 6 PM.   Volunteer to work on the day of 
the sale --- it's really fun!   Also, we always need volunteers to help set up before the 
sale and to clean up after the sale.  We will begin set up Sunday, April 23rd after 
church.   We need and appreciate any help you can give. 
 

SAVE — Save your paper bags and boxes for us.  
 

PUBLICIZE — Publicize the rummage sale by telling your friends about it.  Post flyers at work or in your car. 

 

SHOP — Come and shop! 

QUESTIONS — Contact: 
Allyson Printz (allyson@printzfamily.us or 978-590-2246),  
Kathy Register (registerk11@gmail.com or 781-275-6205),  
Susan Wingfield (susanw1@verizon.net or 781-275-9389) 
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The First Church of Christ, Congregational 
25 The Great Road 
Bedford, MA 01730-2192 
 
“Address Service Requested” 

 

Non Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Bedford, MA 

Permit #18 

Please let us know if you change your address. 
If you do not want to receive newsletters, check this box 
and mail this page to us at the above address or email the 

office at fchurchb2@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help in publishing our newsletter on time.  Our next Newsletter deadline is April 10, 2017  Our 
next mailing is April 26, 2017.  Please send you email articles to: fchurchb2@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

~ April Worship ~  
 
 
 

April 2, 2017  10:00 am   “Bible Top 40:  The Widow’s Offering”    Mark 12: 41-44 
     Communion-Fifth Sunday in Lent   Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor              

          
April 9, 2017  10:00 am  The Beginning of the Week       Matthew 21:  1-11 

     Palm/Passion Sunday      The End of the Week       Matthew 26-27

             Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   
           
April 16, 2017  10:00 am  “Bible Top 40: Mary and Jesus at the Table”   John 20: 1-18 

     Easter               Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor   

           
April 23, 2017  10:00 am      “Doubting Thomas”        John 20:  1-31
        Ms. Terry Gerrish 

                 
April 30, 2017  10:00 am   “Bible Top 40:  Raising of Lazarus”      John 11:  1 -44 

        Rev. John Castricum, Sr. Pastor 



~ April 2017 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

6a AA (UFH) 

2  

5th Sunday in Lent 

COMMUNION 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (MR) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Deacons 

Meeting (UFH) 

11:30a Youth Choir (M) 

12p Brass/Instrumental 

Ensemble Rehearsal 

(M) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

3  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (M) 

 

4  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Violence 

Prevention Committee 

(V) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (Room 5) 

7:15p Cabinet (V) 

 

5  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

9:30a ESL (V) 

7p Bible Study (P) 

 

6  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p Adult Choir (M) 

 

7  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

8  

6a AA (UFH)  

9 Palm/Passion 

Sunday 

6th Sunday in Lent 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Group (V) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Called to Care 

Workshop # 3 (P) 

11:30a Youth Choir (M) 

12p Brass/Instrumental 

Ensemble Rehearsal 

(M) 

12p Jubilee Juniors (M) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

10  

May Newsletter 

Deadline 

6a AA (UFH) 

10a La Leche League 

(V) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (M) 

 

11  

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30a Women's 

Fellowship Breakfast 

(Riverview-Billerica) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6:45p AA (Room 5) 

12  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

9:30a ESL (V) 

13 Maundy Thursday 

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study 

(Bruegger's) 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6p Simple Supper (V) 

6:30p Adult Choir (M) 

7:15p Maundy 

Thursday Service (S) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

14 Good Friday 

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

3p Thresholds of Good 

Friday (S) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

 

15  

6a AA (UFH) 

 

16 Easter 

6a AA (UFH) 

6:30a Ecumenical 

Service (Fawn Lake) 

7:15a Easter Breakfast 

(UFH) 

9:30a Easter Egg Hunt 

(LFH) 

10a Worship (S) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

17  

Office Closed 

PATRIOTS' DAY 

6a AA (UFH) 

18  

6a AA (UFH) 

6:45p AA  (Room 5) 

7p Outreach Board 

(MR) 

 

19  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

20  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Stewardship Board 

(L) 

7:30p AA (UFH) 

7:30p Adult Choir (M) 

 

21  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA) (UFH) 

 

22  

6a AA (UFH) 

 

23  

Bike to Church Day 

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Group (V) 

9a Adult Choir (M) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir (M) 

12p Jubilee Juniors (M) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 

24  

6a AA (UFH) 

7p Jubilee Ringers (M) 

 

25  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

10a-8p Rummage Sale 

Drop Off 

6:45p AA (Room 5) 

7:30p NAMI (Room 4) 

 

26  

6a AA (UFH) 

7a Men's Group (V) 

10a Newsletter Folding 

(M) 

10a-8p Rummage Sale 

Drop Off 

6p Wonderful 

Wednesday (V) 

 

27  

6a AA (UFH) 

10a Bible Study with 

Pastor John 

(Bruegger's) 

10a-4p Rummage Sale 

Drop Off 

11a Coffee with Pastor 

John (Bruegger's) 

6p Women's Fellowship 

(V) 

7:30p AA (M) 

 

28  

Pastor John Day Off 

6a AA (UFH) 

7:30p AA (M) 

 

29  

6a AA (UFH) 

9a Rummage Sale 

(ALL) 

 

30  

6a AA (UFH) 

8:15a 8:15 Group (V) 

8:30a Adult Choir (M) 

10a Worship (S) 

11:30a Youth Choir (M) 

12p Jubilee Juniors (M) 

7p Prayer Circle (P) 
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Daily Lectionary Scripture References
April 2017 (Year A)

Sat., Apr. 1
Psalm 130 58:1-12
Ezekiel 36:8-15

Luke 24:44-53

Sun., Apr. 2

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11

John 11:1-45

Mon., Apr. 3
Psalm 143
1 Kings 17:17-24
Acts 20:7-12

Tues., Apr. 4
Psalm 143
2 Kings 4:18-37
Ephesians 2:1-10

Wed., Apr. 5

Psalm 143
Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41
Matthew 22:23-33

Thurs., Apr. 6

Psalm 31:9-16
1 Samuel 16:11-13
Philippians 1:1-11

Fri., Apr. 7

Psalm 31:9-16
Job 13:13-19
Philippians 1:21-30

Sat., Apr. 8

Psalm 31:9-16
Lamentations 3:55-66
Mark 10:32-34

Sun., Apr. 9

Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms:

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Matthew 21:1-11
Passion:

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or
Matthew 27:11-54

Mon., Apr. 10

Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11

Tues., Apr. 11

Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 71:1-14
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 12:20-36

Wed., Apr. 12

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3
John 13:21-32

Thurs., Apr. 13

Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Fri., Apr. 14

Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 
4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1--19:42

Sat., Apr. 15

Holy Saturday
Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 
3:1-9, 19-24
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
1 Peter 4:1-8
Matthew 27:57-66 or John 
19:38-42

Sun., Apr. 16

Easter
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 

31:1-6
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 
10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 
28:1-10

Mon., Apr. 17

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Colossians 3:5-11

Tues., Apr. 18

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Exodus 15:1-18
Colossians 3:12-17

Wed., Apr. 19

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Joshua 3:1-17
Matthew 28:1-10

Thurs., Apr. 20

Psalm 16
Song of Solomon 2:8-15

Colossians 4:2-5

Fri., Apr. 21

Psalm 16
Song of Solomon 5:9—6:3
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Sat., Apr. 22

Psalm 16
Song of Solomon 8:6-7
John 20:11-20

Sun., Apr. 23

Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 ; Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

Mon., Apr. 24

Psalm 114
Judges 6:36-40
1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Tues., Apr. 25
Psalm 114
Jonah 1:1-17
1 Corinthians 15:19-28

Wed., Apr. 26
Psalm 114
Jonah 2:1-10
Matthew 12:38-42

Thurs., Apr. 27
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Isaiah 25:1-5
1 Peter 1:8b-12

Fri., Apr. 28

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Isaiah 26:1-4
1 Peter 1:13-16

Sat., Apr. 29

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Isaiah 25:6-9
Luke 14:12-14

Sun., Apr. 30

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35


